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See FISCAL CLIFF, A2

WASHINGTON — 
Americans clearly want 

Washington to solve its 
looming budget crisis, and 

they clearly reject almost ev-
ery option to do that, accord-

ing to a new McClatchy-Marist 
Poll.

The only option that voters 
endorse, by a ratio of 3 to 2, is to 
raise taxes on the wealthy.

A majority opposes other often-
discussed options, including raising 
taxes on everyone, cutting Medic-

aid or Medicare spending, raising 
the age for Medicare, or taking away 

tax deductions for charitable contribu-
tions or home mortgage interest.

The survey helps explain why it’s so dif-
ficult for Washington to solve a problem ev-
eryone sees and everyone wants fixed.

President Barack Obama and Republican 
House Speaker John Boehner met secretly 
Sunday, but there is no sign that they’re 
moving toward a deal that could win sup-

port from the Democrats who 
oppose any cuts in government 
spending or benefits and from the 
Republicans who oppose all tax in-
creases.

“No one is very enamored of any-
thing,” said Lee M. Miringoff, director 
of the Marist College Institute for Public 
Opinion in New York, which conducted the 
national survey of registered voted Dec. 4 to 
6 for McClatchy.

Voters do see the fiscal mess of expiring 
tax cuts and looming spending cuts as a crisis 
that needs to be solved.

By 78 percent to 22 percent, they say 
they’re concerned about it, and by 75 percent 
to 21 percent, they say it’s more important for 
government officials to compromise to find a 
solution rather than stand on principle even if 
it means continued gridlock.

“They think a deal needs to be struck and 
they think it matters,” said Miringoff.

The one thing voters support is letting the 

VOTERS WANT CUTS,  
BUT THEY DISLIKE 

NEARLY EVERY OPTION
By Steven Thomma,  McClatchy Newspapers

Sources: McClatchy-
Marist poll of 1,246 
adults, Dec. 4-6, 2012; 
margin of error +/- 
2.8 percentage points.

 Should Bush tax cuts expire and taxes 
be raised on individual income above 
$200,000, families above $250,000?

Breathitt County school board 
members and the former superin-
tendent retaliated against people 
who cooperated with the FBI in 
a vote-buying investigation, two 

school administrators contended in 
lawsuits filed Monday.

The former superintendent, Arch 
Turner, said that he would get even 
with people who had given informa-
tion to authorities and that he had 

a long memory, according to the 
complaints.

“If you mess with the bull, you 
get the horns,” Turner said, accord-
ing to the lawsuits.

An attorney representing Charles 
David Napier, assistant superinten-
dent, and Steve Banks, transporta-
tion director, filed the lawsuits in 

federal court.
The lawsuits are another strike 

against the poor, rural school dis-
trict, which the Kentucky Board of 
Education voted last week to place 
under state management.

The board took that rare step 

2 ADMINISTRATORS SAY HELPING FBI MADE THEM TARGETS

Suits allege retaliation in Breathitt schools
By Bill Estep

bestep@herald-leader.com

See BREATHITT, A2

A Lexington firefighter who was 
driving a city fire truck that hit a 
pedestrian who died Saturday night 
has been placed on paid administra-
tive leave.

Firefighter Christopher Presley 
will be on leave while an investiga-
tion into the incident continues, city 
spokeswoman Susan Straub told 
the Herald-Leader on Monday. The 
city typically has placed employees 
on paid leave when they have been 

involved in similar 
investigations.

Police have said 
Presley was driving 
Fire Engine 9 when 
it struck Lauren 
Woodall Roady, 27, 
at West Main Street 
and South Broadway 
just after 10 p.m. 
Saturday. Roady, a 
Washington, D.C., 
attorney who was in 
town to compete in 
a cross-country run-

ning event, was pronounced dead at 
the scene a few minutes later.

Several questions about the acci-
dent remained unanswered Monday. 
Because the investigation is pending, 
city officials said they could not dis-
cuss certain details about the case. 

Officials would not answer ques-
tions about whether Roady was in 
the crosswalk at the time of the ac-
cident. They would not say whether 
the traffic light was green for the 
truck as it made a left turn from 
Main Street to South Broadway or 
whether the walk signal indicated it 
was safe for pedestrians to cross. 

On Sunday, investigators asked 
anyone who saw the accident to 
contact police. On Monday, inves-
tigators would not say whether 
there were any witnesses. They also 
would not say whether any nearby 
surveillance cameras had captured 
the accident on video.

Straub told a Herald-Leader re-
porter in an email that Presley was 
alone in the fire truck at the time; 
two firefighters who normally would 
have been on the truck had gone to 
St. Joseph Hospital with an ambu-
lance crew. 

Earlier in the evening, Engine 9 
and the ambulance responded to a 

QUESTIONS REMAIN ABOUT 
TRUCK HITTING WOMAN

By Josh Kegley and Jim Warren
jkegley@herald-leader.com 
jwarren@herald-leader.com

Firefighter 
put on leave 

after fatal 
accident

Lauren Roady  
reportedly had 

dinner with  
family before 
the accident.

See ACCIDENT, A2
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Welcome Lowell Napier, MD
Lowell Napier, MD, has joined Thomas Coburn, MD at Saint Joseph Primary Care
Associates.

Dr. Napier is board-certified in family practice and provides quality family medicine
to his patients. Both physicians offer annual physical examinations; preventive
health consultations; treatment of injuries and acute Illnesses, and chronic
diseases such as asthma, diabetes, and hypertension.

Dr. Napier is accepting new patients.
Coburn Napier
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