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Have a Training Need? Need CEU’s?
Let our team of professionals make it happen for you!

We can design and administer your customized program.

The Generation Center is proud to make its state-of-the-art 
facilities available to local businesses and organizations for 

their training and conferencing needs. 

Please contact Marilyn at 937-331-3801 or David at 937-331-3802 for inquiries, 
reservations, or for a free consultation.

Full complement of audio-visual
equipment

Class & conference rooms
available

Multiple room arrangements

401 Starks Avenue, Manchester, Ohio 45144

f o r  Wo r k f o r c e  K n o w l e d g e  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t

Drawing will be April 30 at 3:00 p.m.
Open to new and current subscribers, not currently on EZ pay.

Call 606-564-9091 or stop by the offi ce at 
120 Limestone Street, 
Maysville, KY to sign up.

Sign UP and Win!
Make your life EZ-ier.  

Sign up for our EZ pay and receive a discounted rate 
on your subscription and never worry about missing 
a newspaper. So EZ!

When you sign up for EZ Pay 
You’ll be entered in a drawing 
to win a Summer Fun Package.

DINA CAPPIELLO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON | A pol-
luted drainage ditch that 
once flowed with industri-
al waste from Lake Charles, 
La., petrochemical plants 
teems with overgrown, 
wild plants today.

A light-rail line zips past 
the spot where a now-
defunct Portland, Ore., 
gasoline station advertised 
in 1972 that it had run out 
of gas.

A smoking Jersey City, 
N.J., dump piled with 
twisted, rusty metal has 
disappeared, along with 
the twin towers of the 
World Trade Center in 
lower Manhattan that were 
its backdrop.

Forty years after the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency sent an army of 
nearly 100 photographers 
across the country to cap-
ture images at the dawn of 
environmental regulation, 
The Associated Press went 
back for Earth Day this 
year to see how things have 
changed. It is something 
the agency never got to do 
because the Documerica 
program, as it was called, 
died in 1978, the victim of 
budget cuts.

AP photographers re-
turned to more than a 
dozen of those locations 
in recent weeks, from 
Portland to Cleveland and 
Corpus Christi, Texas. Of 
the 20,000 photos in the 
archive, the AP selected 
those that focused on en-
vironmental issues, rather 
than the more general 
shots of everyday life in the 
1970s.

Gone are the many obvi-
ous signs of pollution — 
clouds of smoke billowing 
from industrial chimneys, 
raw sewage flowing into 
rivers, garbage strewn over 
beaches and roadsides — 
that heightened environ-
mental awareness in the 
1970s, and led to the first 
Earth Day and the EPA’s 
creation in 1970. Such en-
vironmental consciousness 
caused Congress to pass 
almost unanimously some 
of the country’s bedrock 
environmental laws in the 
years that followed.

Today’s pollution prob-
lems aren’t as easy to see 
or to photograph. Some 
in industry and politics 
question whether environ-
mental regulation has gone 
too far and whether the 
risks are worth addressing, 
given their costs.

Republican presidential 
contender Mitt Romney 
has called for the firing of 
EPA chief Lisa Jackson, 
while GOP rival Newt 
Gingrich has said the EPA 
should be replaced alto-
gether. Jackson has faced 
tough questioning on 
Capitol Hill so often the in 
past two years that a top 
Republican quipped that 
she needs her own parking 
spot.

“To a certain extent, we 
are a victim of our own 
success,” said William 
Ruckelshaus, who headed 
the EPA when it came into 
existence under Repub-
lican President Richard 
Nixon and was in charge 
during the Documerica 
project. “Right now, EPA 
is under sharp criticism 
partially because it is not 

as obvious to people that 
pollution problems exist 
and that we need to deal 
with them.”

Environmental laws 
that passed Congress so 
easily in Ruckelshaus’ day 
are now at the center of a 
partisan dispute between 
Republicans and Demo-
crats. Dozens of bills have 
been introduced to limit 
environmental protections 
that critics say will lead to 
job losses and economic 
harm, and there are those 
who question what the 
vast majority of scientists 
accept — that the burning 
of fossil fuels is causing 
global warming.

In the 1970s, the first 
environmental regulations 
were just starting to take 
effect, with widespread 
support. Now, according 
to some officials in the oil 
and gas and electric util-
ity industries, which are 
responsible for the bulk of 
emissions and would bear 
the greatest costs, the EPA 
has gone overboard with 
rules.

For instance, Documeri-
ca photographers captured 
a wave of coal-fired power 
plants under construc-
tion. Republicans and the 
industry now say envi-
ronmental regulations are 
partly to blame for shut-
tering some of the oldest 
and dirtiest coal plants.

Jim DiPeso of Conser-
vAmerica, a group that 
recently changed its name 
from Republicans for Envi-
ronmental Protection, says 
the EPA is caught in the 
center of a perfect storm. 
“This time of greater cyni-
cism about government, 

more economic anxiety 
and the fact that the prob-
lems are not immediately 
apparent, has created this 
political problem for EPA,” 
he said.

In an interview, Jack-
son said she believes that 
people in the United States 
still want to protect the 
environment. “There’s 
a large gulf between the 

rhetoric inside the Belt-
way to do everything from 
cut back on EPA to get rid 
of the whole place, and 
what the American people 
would actually stand for,” 
she said. “It’s very easy 
to make rash statements 
without thinking about 
what that means to the 
health of everyday Ameri-
cans.”

A 2010 Pew Research 
Center survey showed 
that 57 percent of those 
questioned held a favor-
able view of the EPA, com-
pared with a 1997 poll that 
showed 69 percent with a 
positive view of the agency. 
A poll taken last year found 
that 71 percent of people 
surveyed supported EPA 
funding.

In 1972, EPA battled 
pollution; now it’s politics

GERALD HERBERT, ASSOCIATED PRESS
This photo taken April 13, shows a one-time chemical drainage ditch now overgrown with vegeta-
tion photographed at the location of an historic photo taken in 1973 near the Pittsburgh Paint and 
Glass plant in Lake Charles, La. for the Environmental Protection Agency’s “Documerica” pro-
gram, 1972-1977, to documents subjects of environmental concern.

BETH J. HARPAZ
Associated Press

NEW YORK | Never 
mind a text that meekly 
asks “will u go 2 prom w/
me?”

Today’s teenagers are 
taking a cue from elabo-
rately staged wedding 
proposals, inviting each 
other to prom with flash 
mobs, scavenger hunts, 
homemade music videos 
and even airplane banners 
flying over the beach.

And while coming up 
with clever or romantic 
ways to ask someone to 
prom isn’t an entirely new 
concept, the effort and ex-
pense going into the big ask 
these days has given rise to 

a new term: Prom-posal.
“This year is the first 

time we’ve done prom 
invitations,” said Remy 
Colin, owner of Aerial 
Messages, a company that 
charges $600 for a plane to 
fly a banner with a message 
on it. “It’s expensive as hell 
for a high schooler who 
doesn’t have any money, 
but we’ve done two in the 
past three months,” one 
in Myrtle Beach, S.C., and 
one in Tampa, Fla.

Alex Chichkov, 17, ar-
ranged for a plane trail-
ing “Come to prom with 
me, Kayla?” to fly over 
a student fundraiser his 
girlfriend Kayla Bennett 
was attending at King High 
School in Tampa in March.

“I’ve seen it for wed-
dings and I wanted to 
do something huge or 
unique,” said Alex, a senior 
who paid for the flyover 
with money he earned 
working at a family busi-
ness. “I didn’t want to do 
anything generic. In the 
history of the school, no 
one has done anything that 
big. It’s going to be my only 
prom, first time ever, last 
time ever, with someone 
who’s been my girlfriend 
for two and a half years, so 
it deserves to be that big.”

The plane flew over 
a student Relay for Life 
event, which raises money 
for the American Cancer 
Society, right before the 
talent show, while a sound 

system played a Michael 
Buble cover of the Frank 
Sinatra song, “Come Fly 
With Me.”

“Everyone was cheer-
ing and she had the biggest 
smile on her face,” Alex 
said. Naturally, Kayla said 
yes.

Rebecca Leet, 17, had an 
audience of over 250 peo-
ple for a prom-posal from 
her boyfriend, Joe Nelson, 
18. Rebecca and Joe both 
worked on a school per-
formance of “Thoroughly 
Modern Millie” at Collier-
ville High School in Col-
lierville, Tenn. At the end 
of the show, their teacher, 

Keith Salter, told the audi-
ence to stay put for one 
more thing.

Joe came out on stage, 
got down on one knee and 
pulled out a box with a 
ring in it. “It’s not what 
you think!” Salter quickly 
assured the audience, as 
some gasped, thinking it 
was a teenage marriage 
proposal.

Then Joe popped the 
question — the prom ques-
tion. “She got all teary and 
said yes,” Joe said. “It made 
my day just knowing I did 
something memorable and 
she really enjoyed it.”

Nancy Darling, an Ober-

lin College professor of 
psychology who studies 
adolescent development, 
said teenage relationships 
go through stages, one of 
which is taking the ro-
mance public. “It’s a public 
declaration of ‘I really want 
to go to the prom, and I like 
you!’” she said.

She added that despite 
stereotypes of teens “as 
sex-driven and aggres-
sive,” data shows kids are 
now becoming “more con-
servative” socially, with 
less sexual intercourse 
than previous generations. 
“We’re back to being ro-
mantic,” she said.

Elaborate prom invites get a new name: Prom-posals
IN FLASH MOBS, SCAVENGER HUNTS, FLYOVERS
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