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EXCHANGE COUNCIL:

At least the movie “Groundhog Day” 
— in which the protagonist was forced to 
relive the same day over and over — was 
clever and funny.

The Kentucky legislative version — in 
which the state’s lawmakers are unable to 
complete their important business in 60 
days and must reconvene in a special ses-
sion at a cost of about $63,000 a day — is 
simply disgusting. And yet, here we go 
again.

The Senate’s failure to pass a Transpor-
tation Cabinet budget, which is neces-
sary to fund projects to be done under the 
state’s road plan for 2012-14, is as inexpli-
cable as it is irresponsible. Gov. Steve Bes-
hear, who was confronted with unaccept-
able Senate Republican demands to sign a 

road plan passed at the last minute that he 
hadn’t even had time to read before they 
would vote on the transportation bud-
get, understandably lashed out at Senate 
President David Williams’ willingness “to 
allow rank partisanship and obstruction-
ism to take higher precedence than what is 
good for the people of this state.”

But anger only feels good; it doesn’t get 
anything done. What Kentuckians need is 
for the Senate to pass a spending plan that 
finances critically important projects — 
most importantly the Ohio River Bridges 
Project, which after years of delay is 
finally poised to move into the construc-
tion phase.

It is time, well past time really, for 
adults to take charge in the Senate.

Online: http://www.courier-journal.
com
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Open meetings are an 
obligation not an annoyance

The Buffalo Trace Area Development 
District board of directors has some work 
to do and indications are BTADD officers 
understand the importance of the issues 
they face and are willing to make the nec-
essary changes.

Our intention is to see that they do.
The ADD district serves the 5-county 

area and is a vital link in nurturing re-
gional understanding and cooperation. 
Mayors, judge-executives and citizen 
members gather regularly to discuss op-
portunities and issues that affect all of us 
who live in this part of the state. The ADD 
district controls and distributes hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in federal and state 
appropriations and grants that provide 
services and direct support for our citi-
zens from pre-natal care to senior citizen 
programs.

The 40-year-old organization has a 
reputation of strong leadership, careful 
money management and expertise in a 
range of issues. But there are challenges 
facing the ADD, and questions have been 
raised about its transparency and its pro-
cesses.

Responding to a complaint by Lewis 
County Judge Executive Thomas Massie, 
a relative-newcomer to the board and 
a candidate in the GOP primary for the 
U.S. House of Representatives from the 
4th Congressional District, the Kentucky 
Attorney General’s office ruled the ADD 
district was in violation of Kentucky’s 
Open Meetings Law.

Massie argued that the board held se-
cret ballot elections, allowed proxy vot-
ing by individuals not in attendance at 
meetings and may have colluded prior 
to a February meeting to garner support 
for a nominee in a board appointment. 
The AG’s office received responses from 
BTADD Board Chairman Bill Boggs and 
from John Estill who serves as a citizen 
member of the board and is also Mason 
County Attorney.

The attorney general, whose opinions 
carry the force of law in Open Meetings 
and Open Records cases, stated five times 
in a six-page opinion that he found the 
actions of the BTADD board to be in vio-
lation of Kentucky law.

Boggs told members of his execu-
tive committee and the full 25-member 
board that voting processes used in the 
election had been in place for “at least 
30 years,” and neither he nor BTADD 
staff was aware that secret ballots were 
illegal. Boggs and ADD executive direc-
tor Amy Kennedy denied any attempt 
to garner support for either candidate 
in the appointment of a citizen member 
from Lewis County, contending that ADD 
staff merely responded to questions or 
requests from board members about the 
election.

In this case, ignorance of the law may 
not be an excuse, but it is at least a plau-
sible explanation. BTADD allowed its 
board members to vote by checking off 
a paper ballot without signing the ballot 
and then allowed a three or four member 
team to count those ballots and announce 
the results.

The fact that such elections had been 
held since the creation of the organiza-

tion suggests the problem may lie in the 
bylaws, not in the actions or intentions of 
the board or the staff.

Cleaning up the bylaws on that and 
the other issues raised by Massie is what 
Boggs says he and the executive commit-
tee are committed to do. Boggs said — and 
his board concurred — that the BTADD 
bylaws will be reviewed by the Depart-
ment for Local Government in Frankfort 
and any processes that violate Open 
Meetings/Open Records or other state 
statutes will be brought to the board for 
amendment.

While we’re encouraged by that state-
ment, we were less than impressed with 
the board’s tepid response to the news 
that it was in violation of open meetings 
and records law.

There was a general sense stated by Es-
till and reflected in several votes that the 
attorney general’s opinion was debatable 
and that adherence to Open Meetings/
Open Records is an annoyance, not an 
obligation.

Estill and Boggs both said they “may 
not” agree with “parts of” the attorney 
general’s ruling, but would not appeal the 
ruling to the circuit court and would abide 
by its directions.

Estill raised the issue of defining 
BTADD as a “public agency” for open 
meetings purposes, suggesting those reg-
ulations may not apply to the BTADD.

Let’s be clear: The Buffalo Trace Area 
Development District is a public agency 
and the board members and staff are fully 
accountable to open meetings and open 
records. That is the case, not because we 
say so or because the attorney general 
says so. It is not the case because BTADD 
leaders “concede” to abide by those regu-
lations in spite of their reservations.

The BTADD board of directors is a pub-
lic agency because it is made up of elected 
officials and their appointees, and they do 
the public’s business and handle the tax-
payer’s money.

Anything less than a full endorsement 
of Open Meetings and Open Records 
without reservations or wiggle words is a 
slap in the face of voters who depend on 
these mayors and judge executives to do 
their jobs in the full light of day.

Unfortunately, personalities and pay-
backs seem to have clouded the ability 
of some board members to see this issue 
clearly. It is understandable that — when 
challenged — the human response is to 
deny, defend and react aggressively.

Such a response has no place at the 
BTADD board table.

BTADD was in violation of the law. The 
board members utilized practices that 
had been in place for four decades and 
had no reason to believe they were doing 
anything illegal.

The board has suspended the use of se-
cret ballots and proxies and has asked for 
60 days to review and recommend neces-
sary changes.

We endorse those actions, and we en-
courage the full BTADD board to embrace 
Kentucky laws regarding open meetings 
and open records or appeal the Attorney 
General’s opinion and let’s see what the 
courts — and the voters — have to say.
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AMAZING TO WATCH

It is amazing to watch the progress on the AA Highway 
and the new bypass. Hopefully this will divert a lot of traffic 
from Ohio.

HARD FEELINGS IN VANCEBURG

What has happened to the city government in Vanceburg? 
You don’t drive a Cadillac when an older car will do. Vance-
burg has always had good politicians and have done well. 
Now we have a taste of confusion and hard feelings.

SURE HALL OF FAMER

They need to induct the late Dick Clark into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame next year. That was what this man was all 
about.

SPARE THE ROD ...

When I was a kid there was no bullying at school. If you 
misbehaved the teacher busted your butt and you got it 
again when you got home. Now no one ever disciplines the 
kids and they get away with almost anything. This is the real 
problem. They aren’t afraid of consequences when they are 
doing something bad.

The Comment Line 606-564-4045. A tape recorder is used 
to record messages. Please speak slowly and clearly and keep 
background noises low. It is not necessary to leave your name 
in order to participate in the Comment Line, however we ask 
that callers not dominate the medium. The Ledger Indepen-
dent reserves the right to edit for libel, obscenities or other 
inappropriate material.
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THE MARIETTA TIMES, ON OHIO BECOMING THE 
10TH STATE TO LEGALIZE SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

Ohio could become the 10th state to legalize same-sex 
marriage, if a push to get a measure on the November 2013 
ballot is successful.

For that to happen, the Ohio Freedom to Marry Coalition 
must gather enough signatures and then, of course, voters 
would have to support the change in Ohio law from allowing 
marriage between a man and a woman to simply allowing 
marriage between two consenting adults. We’re proud that 
Ohioans are taking this on and hope it is successful.

Not allowing gay couples to marry is a violation of civil 
rights, period. Religion shouldn’t play a part in this argu-
ment and neither should politics or personal views on what 
or may not be “moral.”

American citizens are all entitled to the same rights and 
it’s discouraging and infuriating that in 2012, that’s still not 
the case. ...

(A)long with the rights that go hand-in-hand with mar-
riage, same-sex couples deserve to be able to be recognized 
as family and to experience the bonds and security that of-
ten accompany the institution of marriage. Allowing loving 
couples to unite and to create families together is only a plus 
for communities and society as a whole. ...

Online: http://bit.ly/IGPMZR

THE (TOLEDO) BLADE, ON AN OHIO VERSION OF 
THE FEDERAL EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT

Ohio’s unemployment rate has fallen in recent months, 
but too many working families still struggle to make ends 
meet. A liberal think tank that advocates for low-income 
households has an intriguing idea that could help.

Last year, Policy Matters Ohio points out, the 21 percent 
cut in state income taxes phased in over the past several 
years benefited the top 1 percent of earners more than the 
bottom 99 percent. ...

Policy Matters says an Ohio version of the federal earned 
income tax credit could restore fairness to the state’s tax 
structure and help its neediest families. ...

A state earned income tax credit of 10 percent of the fed-
eral credit would cost Ohio $210 million a year, Policy Mat-
ters says, and put an average of $221 in the pockets of nearly 
1 million low-income working families. The spending the 
credit would stimulate would have a positive effect on local 
economies. ...

A state earned income tax credit would reward poor fami-
lies for working and give them a boost out of poverty. In-
vesting in Ohioans would be good policy.

Online: http://bit.ly/IM6Ymg

“It’s like, who’s minding the store around here? The president, for one, he 
better be wary, there, of when Secret Service is accompanying his family on 
vacation. They may be checking out the first lady instead of guarding her.” — 
Sarah Palin, in an interview with Fox News on the Secret Service prostitution scandal.

“I am really committed to doing a good job in the Senate. If I do a good job 
in the Senate, three, four, five, six years from now, I’ll have a different oppor-
tunity ... to do things inside of government and outside of government.” — 
Sen. Marco Rubio, insisting he’ll say “thanks, but no thanks” to the vice presidential 
spot on the Republican ticket. 

QUOTE, UNQUOTE


