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The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
Tony Stewart has had plenty of
chances to win the Daytona 500,
and he’s had his heart broken
every time. 

Stewart wound up on his roof
in 2001, and his engine blew in
the opening laps of the 2002
race. He finished second to Dale
Earnhardt Jr. in 2004, and
wrecked while leading in 2007. 

The most difficult defeat was
likely 2008, when Ryan New-
man was pushed past Stewart on
the last lap to
snatch away the
victory. Last
year, Stewart
was second on
the final restart
but faded to a
13th-place fin-
ish as rookie
Trevor Bayne
pulled off the
upset.

The race is
such a crapshoot that one of the
Daytona 500 rookies, Danica
Patrick, has said she believes
she’s got as good a chance to win
the race as anyone. 

“I felt comfortable. I feel more
than ready for Sunday,” said
Patrick, who walked away from
a violent crash in Thursday’s
qualifying race. 

Her car is owned by Stewart,
the defending NASCAR champi-
on who goes into Sunday’s sea-
son-opening Daytona 500 with a
disappointing 0-for-13 record in
“The Great American Race.”
Stewart has been reminded every
day since arriving in Daytona
about his inability to win the big
race here. 

“It’s not a good feeling to not
have that tally in the win col-
umn,” Stewart said. “Everything
else we have pretty much accom-
plished in this sport that we want
to accomplish. It’s the biggest
race of the year. Everyone wants
to win that race. I won’t say that
it is not a complete career if you
don’t win it, but there is a lot of
priority on this.”

He has a tremendous opportu-
nity once again. 

Stewart, who closed last sea-
son with five victories in the
final 10 races to win his third
NASCAR title, has given no
indication he’s slowed down one
bit during over the offseason. He
lost the exhibition Budweiser
Shootout last week when Kyle
Busch passed him at the finish
line, but rallied to dominate his
qualifying race Thursday.

The victory in the 150-mile
race gave Stewart the third start-
ing spot in the Daytona 500. And
unlike years past, when he’s
hung around the back of the pack
and waited to make his move,
he’s given every indication he
wants to race hard Sunday.

His performance during
SpeedWeeks, he believes, has
made him the driver everyone
should want to work with on the
racetrack.

“I want those guys to see that
we’ve got strength,” he said. “I
think it’s an advantage to do that

at this point of
the game,
showing that
guys around
you are going
to hopefully
want to be
around you,
and know that
you’ve got a
car that can
stay up there,
so they want to

stay with you.”
The irony is that Stewart has

always been one of the strongest
drivers at Daytona. His 17 victo-
ries at the track rank second only
to the 34 tallied by the late Dale
Earnhardt. 

But like Earnhardt, it’s the big
race that’s eluded Stewart. It
took Earnhardt 20 tries to win the
Daytona 500. 

Hall of Famer Darrell Waltrip
needed 17 attempts to win the
Daytona 500. Mark Martin has
never won this race. Neither
have former NASCAR champi-
ons Terry Labonte, Bobby
Labonte or Kurt Busch, a three-
time runner-up and the guy who
pushed Newman past Stewart in
2008. 

“It’s the race that can define a
driver’s career,” Busch said. “It’s
a priority because of the presti-
gious value and what it can do
long-term and the immediate
impact. Like the Super Bowl,
this race is our spectacle.”

Stewart, meanwhile, has six
top-10s in his 13 starts. But he’s
the only driver in NASCAR his-
tory with three or more champi-
onships who has never won the
Daytona 500. 

“I wouldn’t trade three cham-
pionships to win Daytona,” said
Stewart, who was also winless in
his five Indianapolis 500
attempts.  

“We’ve been leading late in
these races, and so I feel like the
law of averages, we’re going to
get one eventually. There have
been a lot of them that have

slipped away and slipped
through our fingers. But we’ve
had good luck here; we just
haven’t had that good luck dur-
ing the 500 yet. So we’ll just
keep digging.”

Problem is, he may end up at
the mercy of others as the style
of racing at Daytona has shifted
back to the pack that fans pre-
ferred. 

Racing at restrictor-plate
tracks the last few years had
morphed into a two-car tandem
style as drivers hooked up with a
partner and took turns pushing
each other around the track.
NASCAR said a survey of fans
showed that more than 80 per-
cent “hated” the practice, and
series officials worked hard dur-
ing the offseason to develop a
rules package that would return
the racing to the three-wide
packs. 

NASCAR also banned driver-
to-driver communications,
which pole-sitter Carl Edwards
wants re-instated. 

“I still think that NASCAR
ought to allow us to talk between
cars. I still think that is safer,”
Edwards said. “I don’t think it
gives you any competitive
advantage and it is just safer. If
we are going to run in a pack, if
they do get this thing worked out
so we can’t really push, then the
spotters are going to be invalu-
able. 

“You really need the spotter to
help you to make sure that you
are clear, especially toward the
end of these races. It is just amaz-
ing the chaos out there and you
are trying to figure out which line
is moving and as a driver you
look up and think you are clear
but at the same time you are lis-
tening and I have to hear it from
my spotter because you can’t
always see what is out there.”

The Shootout was marred by
three multi-car wrecks, and there
was a five-car accident in the
first of Thursday’s qualifying
races. The second qualifying
race, won by Matt Kenseth, was
caution-free. 

But Paul Menard, who was
involved in accidents last Satur-
day and Thursday, openly criti-
cized the way the pack racing has
developed over SpeedWeeks. 

“We tore up two really good
race cars not of our doing, and
they’re going to tear up a hell of
a lot more,” he said. “I’m con-
cerned we’re not going to finish.
It is going to make for us, I think,
riding around in the back, and
trying to be there at the end. Wait
for everybody else to wreck.”
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NOW OPEN

Located at 160 River Place Avenue at the 
corner of Louisville Rd. & Porter Pike

Come Watch all the DAYTONA

NASCAR Races with us & Save!

Daytona Specials
50 Cent Smoked Wings

2 for 1 Oasis Frozen Drinks
$1 Off All Draft Beers
$10 Buckets of Beer

“Like” Us on Facebook for more info

 Phone: (270) 904-0877

With a 2.9% APR construction loan rate, you 
can afford to dream big. If you’ve ever thought 
about building a new home, now is the time. 
Stop by and let us help you match your dream 
home with a dream construction rate.

construction loan 
2.9% APR*with a

1900 Scottsville Road
Bowling Green, KY 42104
Phone: 270-842-3333 
edmontonstatebank.com

Connect with ESB

*Financing available for up to 12 months at 2.90% Annual Percentage Rate (APR). Applies only to owner-occupied residential construction. Speculative 
and commercial construction not included. Example: $100,000 at 2.90% APR with 12 monthly interest-only payments of $241.67. Subject to credit 

approval. Limited time only. Offer may be discontinued without prior notice. Certain terms and conditions apply. Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender.

Briefly
Lady Toppers beat Murray State

Western Kentucky’s softball team opened its
home slate Friday afternoon, scoring five runs in
the fifth inning to take down Murray State 10-1 in
the opening game of the Holiday Inn Hilltopper
Spring Classic at the WKU Softball Field. Fresh-
man outfielder Shawna Sadler went 4-for-4 with
three RBIs.

Sadler led off the Lady Toppers’ half of the first
inning with a single to right field, then advanced to
second on an illegal pitch by Murray State pitcher
Shelby Kosmecki. After Kelsie Mattox struck out,
Preslie Cruce and Amanda Thomas walked to load
the bases. 

Katrina Metoyer followed with a two-RBI dou-
ble down the right-field line, putting WKU ahead
2-1. Mallorie Sulaski followed with a single to
right field that scored Thomas to make the score 3-
1 and also chased Kosmecki from the game.

Former Butler County standout CheyAnne
Gaskey came in to pitch for Murray State and got a
strikeout to end the inning.

The Lady Toppers added a run in the bottom of
the second as Olivia Watkins scored on a passed
ball, making the score 4-1. 

WKU struck again for a run in the fourth inning.
With Watkins on second after a successful steal
with two outs, Sadler drove in the Lady Toppers’
second baseman with a single up the middle to give

WKU a 5-1 lead.
WKU put the game away in the fifth inning

when two runners scored on an error to make the
score 7-1. Karavin Dew then singled and stole sec-
ond and Watkins hit a ball right at Cox, who bob-
bled it, allowing Watkins to reach first and Walden
to score. 

Sadler then ended the game with a two-RBI
triple to center field, scoring Dew and Watkins to
make the score 10-1.

Witthuhn will walk on at UK
Greenwood quarterback/linebacker Jeff Wit-

thuhn announced Friday that he will attend the
University of Kentucky as a preferred walk-on.

Witthuhn was a playmaker on both sides of the
ball for Greenwood, which finished 6-6, losing to
eventual state champion Bowling Green in the sec-
ond round of the Class 5A playoffs. Witthuhn
threw for 1,527 yards and 10 touchdowns, while
leading the Gators with 576 yards rushing and 14
rushing touchdowns.

On the defensive side, he had 48 total tackles
with four interceptions and one score.

WKU moves into first at SBC
Western Kentucky swimmers Heitor Rodrigues,

Adam Dajka and Billy Kunkel each won individual
events Friday and the WKU men moved into first

place after the third day of the Sun Belt Conference
Swimming and Diving Championships at Rockwall
Aquatics Center of Excellence in Rockwall, Texas.

The Hilltoppers lead with 625.50 points, fol-
lowed by Denver in second with 600.50 points and
FAU in third with 442. Denver remains atop the
women’s standings with 571.50 points, with the
Lady Toppers in second with 491.50 points. North
Texas is third with 483.50.

Rodrigues recorded an SBC meet and conference
record time of 47.14 seconds in a 100-yard butter-
fly qualifying heat, breaking the previous confer-
ence record of 47.96 set by Nick Slattery in 2011.
The time is the fastest in WKU history and repre-
sents an NCAA provisional qualifying mark.
Rodrigues returned in the finals to claim first place
with a time of 47.29. Teammate Kevin Knezevich
finished runner-up with a mark of 47.75.

Six Hilltoppers finished among the top 10 in the
100 butterfly event.

Dajka claimed the men’s 200 freestyle event with
a time of 1:38.08 while Kunkel finished first in the
100 breaststroke with a school-record time of 54.28.
WKU junior Luke Musser finished second in the
100 breaststroke, touching in at 54.55, while Gro-
neck placed seventh in 55.97.

In the 200 freestyle, sophomore Neal Rushing
(1:39.22) placed third while junior David Rayner
(1:41.65) took seventh. Junior Tom Gasnick won
the “B” final with a time of 1:40.43.

On the women’s side, freshman Hannah Runy-
on-Hass was the top finisher for the Lady Toppers
in the 400 individual medley. 

WKU senior Kristiana Feeser finished runner-up
in the 100 butterfly, stopping the clock in 54.28.

In the women’s 100 breaststroke, freshman
Claire Conlon took second with a time of 1:02.62,
just shy of the school record. Senior Stephanie Mar-
tin (1:03.18) was third.

Another runner-up finish went to junior Hilary
Mishler in the 100 backstroke. Mishler clocked in at
54.28 to take second, while Allie Duff finished fifth
in 55.36.

Hilltopper senior Chris Housden was the top fin-
isher for WKU in the 100 backstroke event. Hous-
den finished third with a time of 49.12.

In the men’s 400 individual medley, sophomore
Sam Dalton posted a time of 3:58.33 to claim fifth
place, followed by freshman Loui Little in sixth
with a time of 3:28.64. 

In the women’s 1-meter diving event, Kylie Ruiz
(235.60), Caitlin Dean (227.45) and Chelsea Jor-
dan (205.00) finished fifth, sixth and 11th, respec-
tively.

The men wrapped the evening with a first-place
finish in the 400 medley relay. The quartet of Hous-
den, Musser, Kevin Knezevich and Rodrigues
touched in at 3:15.05. Lady Toppers Mishler, Con-
lon, Feeser and Drazga finished in second place
with a time of 3:41.43.

— From staff reports

NASCAR

John Raoux/AP
Tony Stewart stands on pit row Thursday before the first of two NASCAR Gatorade Duel 150 qualifying
races at Daytona International Speedway in Daytona Beach, Fla.

Stewart seeking first
victory in Daytona 500

“I won’t say that it
is not a complete
career if you don’t
win it, but there is a
lot of priority on
this.”

Driver, owner Tony Stewart
On the Daytona 500


