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Forest fires burn Who will cut the federal cake?

in lower end
The lower end of Letcher

County has within the past two
weeks sustained the worst scourge
of forest fires In the last decade.

There were serious fires in the
weeds in the area of the mouth
of Rockhouse Creek, on Pratt
Fork around the woodrock area,
and across the river on the old
Jeff Ison property.

The Orchard Branch cove was
burned over. A Tallent Branch
fire threatened eastward around
to the Jasper Mitchell grocery
store.

The steep mountainside below
the mouth of Elk Creek was
burned over around the seven
great cliffs which are known as
the Seven Faces.

At several places on Highway
7 from Red star to the mouth of

Rites Saturday
for Cornett child
Funeral services and burial will

be held Saturday in Santa Ana,
Calif. , for Stevle Cornett,
9, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Wil-

liam Newton Cornett of Santa
Ana, Calif.

The child died early Wednes-
day as the result of injuries re-
ceived Nov. 2 when he was hit
by an automobile near his home.

He had undergone brain surgery
twice since the accident occurred

Relatives here said they under-
stood the boy was riding his bi-

cycle on a side street and was
struck by an automobile driven
by a 14 -- year -- old girl who was
learning to drive but did not yet
have an operator's license.

His grandmothers, Mrs. Ste-
phen Cornett and Mrs. Jasper
Pigman, both of Whitesburg,
have been in California with
the family for the past several
days. An uncle, Stephen J.
Cornett of Charlottesville, Va.,
also has been in California
since the accident.

Besides his parents and grand-
mothers, the child is survived
by two older sisters, Lynn and
Debbie. His mother is the for-

mer Mabel Pigman. The Cor-

nett family lives at 1261 Land-fa- ir

Circle, Santa Ana.

By LARRY CAUDILL
There was casual reference

in my typewrltical meander-ing- s
to an incident in which

Uncle Joe Jones caught his sons
Riley and Henry, now. of Line
Fork, making home brew. Un-

cle Joe detested strong drink so
he poured the brew into the
slop--a- nd got all the hogs
drunk as hootowls.

Come now a letter from a
scientific researcher into the
subject of mountain brew. Mrs.
Naomi O'Brien, director of the
Test Bureau of the University
of Louisville, wants all the
data I can provide on the in-

gredients, recipe and procedure
on making the Drew.

Let it be said at once that I
never made the stuff, although
I must have tested it, since
there is little in that line I

have not experimented with.
So I oontacted some local

aficionados of advanced years
who were gathered in the store
--- of all placesof Preacher
I. D. Back.

We agreed that Mrs. O'Brien
probably would be most inter

Elk Creek", the fires burned
down to the highway and falm-in- g

debris fell into the road and
fired the weeds and brush in the
ditchlines.

The fire appeared worst on
Bull Creek but Lyle Shoemaker,
district forester at Hazard, said
a crew of unemployed fathers
helped to contain the fire on
lower Bull Creek but it was
still raging at week's end on
the head of Bull Creek and on
Elk Creek.

It was estimated that 3, 000
acres of woodland was burned
over in lower l;tt! cr County
by about 25 fires.

Shoemaker thinks careless
hunters caused some fires. One
early in the week threatened
the Blackey community from
the Nando Cornett Mountain
but was stopped of
television. It appearcntly
started near the top of the ridge.
Andrew Kimbley, who maintains
a television antenna setup high
on the mountain, was alerted
and scaled trc hillside to protect
hisequipment. Later he was
joined by a schoolboy crew in-

cluding (lis two sons, Tommy
and Pooch, charles Cramer Mul
lis, Bill Shepherd, Robert Bryant,
Johnny Caudill and a few others.
They stopped the spread of the
flames toward the home of Mrs.
Nando Cornett, who was away
from home, but It burned the
downriver side of the mountain
nearly to the Bill Bates place
before dying out.

The jobless fathers crews were
kept on call around the clock
and were of tremendous help In
containing many of the fires,
Shoemaker said. Service Forest-
er Bennet' Mullins, who lives at
Jenkins, uirected the firefight-in- g

work in the upper end of the
county.

Most of the fires in the lower
county area were abng highway

7, indicating that they might
have star ted from cigarets
tossed out of passing cars.

Because of lack of equipment
and manpower the task of control-
ling the fires was an almost
impossible one, the foresters
said. It was considered extreme-
ly fortunate that no homes were
destroyed or lives lost.

For research purposes only
ested in how our pioneer moun-
tain ancestors practiced the
brewer's .art in the days when
they couldn't go to the corner
grocery and buy the ingredients.

The recipe came out some-
thing like this:
Take a five-gall- on crock, or

churn, or wooden keg no use
fooling around with a lesser
amount, the aficionados aver;
you ought, to make enough at
least to get yourself a respect-
able morning-afte- r headache.

In the crock put a gallon or
so of sprouted corn, dried and
beaten up, or roughly ground,
as in an old-ti- coffee mill.

Add a quart of cane molasses
and a lump of maple sugar the
size of a teacup. A teacup is
mentioned because when maple
sugar was "stirred off it was
molded In anything that was
handy around the house, and
the teacups were the first ves-
sels to be used; I can remember
that. ..jist as well.

Put. in the water, allowing
room in the crock for the bam
to work up. (Spring or branch
Water or even rainwater is good,

By TOM GISH

How is the money supposed to
come to Eastern Kentucky under
various federal programs going
to be spent?

What group of men represent-
ing what special Interests are to
make the decisions?

Who is to decide whether Ne-
on, Jenkins, Whitesburg and
Millstone are to benefit, or whe
tlier the money is all going to
be spent in Hazard and Ashland?

These questions have taken on
some rather complicated twists
and turns in recent months, with
still another kink added this week
And still further complications
seem to be developing.

Evidencq points to a bold effort
on the part of John Whisman of
Frankfort, an assistant to Gov.
Breathitt with the title of Area
Program Director, to collect to
himself the tight reins of control
on all federal programs within
Kentucky. He would be boss of
everything from airports to zo-
ological studies, including such

subjects as highway
funds, health funds, housing
programs, lakes, dams and wa-

ter Tunds, poverty programs,
economic development programs

he whole broad spectrum of
governmental assistance to Ken-
tucky, with special emphasis on
Eastern Kentucky.

Whisman since 1961 has been
working through nine groups
called area development coun-
cils, each composed of a portion
of the 49 countiej which he has
said comprise Eastern Kentucky.

The councils have never had
formal membership rolls, but
anyone who attended has been
considered a member. Most of
those attending, however, have
been locally based employees
of various state and federal

within the mountains
such as farm agents, home dem-
onstration agents, employment
service personnel , school svstem
employees, health workers and
welfare workers.

There also have been officials
of private power companies, a
few city or county officials and
even a minister or two.

On the few occasions when per-
sons from low income groups nave
appeared they have been ignored.

The business and civic leader-
ship of Eastern Kentucky, as well
as the just plain people, have

but It should be lukewarm---an- d

the fermenting will start
in half an hour, the old-tim-

say.
The sprouted corn is the key

to the operation, and the trick-
iest, especially in winter. The
product should be kept at

a 75 degree temperature
while it is "working off.

The corn can be sprouted by
keeping it in constant temper-
ature. Our great -- great -- grand --

paps were not well equipped
with heating systems that pro-
vided steady temperature.
They had a way to sprout corn,
however. They put it in a
strong sack, put that in any
burlap bag handy, and burled
it out behind the barn beneath
the compost pile of manure.
They say the spontaneous heat
there could start the corn sprout-
ing in three or four days.

When the little white sprouts
bulged fronn the heart of the
grain of corn, it was ready. If
you didn't have a grinder nandy
you poured the corn in a trough

(Continued on Page 2)

stayed away from the council
meetings and have not partici-
pated In developments.

Until recently, the organization,
alms, conduct, Intentions, capa-
bilities and activities of the area
councils have been of little con-
sequence, because the councils
played no essential legal role.
Their functions were merely ad-

visory. Only within the old Area
Redevelopment Administration
(ARA) program was there a part
to be played by the councils, but
even here their role was illusion-ar- y.

Technically, the ARA re-

quired the drafting of county and
area "Overall Economic Devel-
opment Programs," called OEDPs.
In theorv, these were drafted by
the people who made up the lo-

cal and area council member-
ship. In practice, the OEDP for
Eastern Kentucky was written in
Whisman's office.

The situation now has changed
drastically. Two major federal
programs affecting Eastern Ke-
ntuckythe Appalacliian Devel-
opment Act and the Economic
Development Act (successor to
the old ARA and public works
programs) both call for establish-
ment of area development coun-
cils.

Whisman recently applied for
and received $115,000 in Appa-
lachian Commission funds to nire
a Frankfort -- based staff of five
persons. These men, Whisman
told the area councils in a memo
last month, will "prepare the bas-
ic technical drafts of overall pro-
grams for approval of area coun-
cils." The prepared plans then
will be brought to the area coun-
cils for approval or rejection.

The following conclusions ap-
pear valid:

1. No federal funds will be
expended in Whitesburg, Letcher
County, or any other city or
county without' formal approval
by the area councils. The his-
toric duty of cities and counties
to initiate such things as water
systems, sewer : stems, airports,
city halls, courthouses, jails,
putilic housing, now will pass to
the councils. City and county
governments will nave no legal
authority to carry out such ac-

tivities without area council ap-

proval. The area councils will
nave absolute veto authority.

i lie people ol tastern Ken-
tucky will have no effective voice
in area council activities, since
active I membership consists of
civil service state and federal
employees, vested private in-

terests, and other individuals
outside the framework of public
accountability for their actions.
The area councils, because they
do not encourage broadly based
participation, will not be rep-
resentative of the thinking of
Eastern Kentucky.

Who Is to represent Letcher
County on this coun-
cil, the super -- government of Eas-

tern Kentucky?
The Letcher County Fiscal Court

last spring designated the Letcher
County Economic Opportunity
Committee, created chiefly to
administer the Johnson War on
Poverty locally, as the official
county development agency for
all public programs.

In May, the committee named
five of its members to serve as
county members pn the board of
directors of the Upper Kentucky
Area Development council, The
four-coun- ty council includes also
Leslie, Knott and Perry counties.
The five named were Seth Kegan
Sr. , Jenkins; Sam C. Webb, Goose
Creek; Mrs. Lundy Adams, Black-
ey; Isaac Caudill, the county di-

rector for poverty planning, and
Mrs. Troy Stallard, Whitesburg.

William Miller of Quicksand,
a resources development special-
ist for the University of Kentucky

East Kentucky Resource Develop-
ment Profect, was present at the
meeting. Miller for the past
several years has functioned as
a kind of executive director for
the Upper Kentucky River and
other area development coun-
cils.

A check this week with the
Letcher County residents named
to the board at that meeting,
showed that two of the group had
not received notices of the meet-
ings of the area council, one had
received them and could not at-
tend, and another had received
them, "usually close to the time
the meeting is to start, " and did
not have time to make arrange-
ments to attend all but had man
aged to get to thepast three. The
fifth, Caudill, receives mileage
and payment for time spent in
attending the m actings.

The latest development came
on Monday of this week when a
meeting was held at Hazard, re-

portedly attended by both Whis-
man and Miller. At this meet-
ing, articles of incorporator and
bylaws for the Upper Kentucky
River Area Development Assoc-
iation were drafted. Members of
the drafting committee, named
at last month's council meeting
held in Whitesburg, were M. K.
Eblen and Paul Keen of Perry
County, Robert Morgan of Knott
County, Paul Merrill of Leslie
County and Larry Caudill of Letch-
er County.

At the same meeting, members
of the committee named six di-

rectors from each county, appar-
ently choosing to ignore the fact
that Letcher County already had
chosen its directors. No one here
who attended the October council
meeting can recall that the com-
mittee received any authority to
appoint directors of the council.

The Hazard --selected Letcher
County director! are Larry Cau-
dill, I. D. Back and Clyde Back,
all of Blackey, Beckham Caudill,
Carcassonne; Mrs. Mabel Kiser,
Millstone, and Columbus Sexton,
Colson.

Three of the Hazard-chose- n

six happen to be members of
the Letcher County Economic
Opportunity Committee. Even
so, several basic questions arise:

1. Is Letcher County to have
a voice in selection of Its rep-
resentatives on the board of di-
rectors of the council? Are other
counties to have a voice in the

(Continued on Page 6)

Community council
will meet at Ermine
The Whitesburg Community

Action Council will meet at
7 p. m. Monday at Ermine
School. The council hopes to
plan projects in the war on
poverty in the Whitesburg area.

STATE OKAYS SITE
FOR NEW COUNTY

VOCATIONAL SCHOOL
The State Department of Educa-

tion has approved a five -- acre
tract of land at old Pine Moun-
tain Junction as a site for the new
vocational high school to be built
in Letcher County.

The land lies between the home
of Robert Williams and the home
of Mayo Holbrook. It is owned
by C. B. Clay, who has Indicat-
ed he will sell it to the Letcher
County Board of Education for
$20,000.

The Board of Education will
consider the site purchase at Its
meeting Saturday afternoon.

Superintendent of Schools Dave
L. Craft said he hopes to have
the new school in operation by
the opening of the 1966-6- 7 school
term.


