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Cowan's blessings
A RESIDENT OF COUNTY'S CREEK AREA DESCRIBES IMPROVEMENTS IN HER COMMUNITY

By. MARE F. DAY

So much has been said and
written abb,ut Appalachla and a-- i

bout southeastern Kentucky In par-

ticular that I have come to hate
the name and .what it Implies. I

prefer that It be referred to as the
Mountain Region so I shall ref-

er-to us as the mountainous area
of southeastern Kentucky.

My purpose In writing this article
Is to count my blessings, and In
so doing, It might help someone
else count theirs, and cause us
all to look upward a little more.
We'have been displayed to the
rest of the world as a depressed
area, Appalachla poverty-stricke- n

illitera'tes'who have no
initiative, pride, or accomplish-
ments. I wish to disprove this
Image and to show the good things
we haveachleved and the things
we are doing for ourselves. In
doina this. I have chosen the.
place and the. people about whom
I know and love the most

My family came to Cowan
when I was six years old. Ire-mem-

it was a cold, rainy
day In March, 1925. We had
lived in Cumberland since I
Was a baby, but had moved into
the house with my grandparents
who were unable to care for
themselves. My father came to
Cowan and bought a small piece
of property with a shack for a
house and a small store on the
property.

The day we came' to Cowan
I'll never forget. The rain was
pouring, and I've never heard so
many squeaking frogs lnmyllfe.
Their squeaking was a steady
roar. We were moving 'from my
grandparents' home in a wagon,
and all along the muddy, one-la- ne

country road, whole bottom
lands were swamps, calamus,
swamp grass and frogs 1 I cried ,
all the way for I can't ever re-

member a more dismal day In
my entire-life- . Since that day,
I've seen many changes cdmeto
Cowan, and now it Is a part of
me and I am a part of it. I feel
it is good to be here. I am proud
of our community, her achieve-
ments and accomplishments. I
do not Intend to write very much
about the misfits and misfortunes
that are with us, for I think we
have already had too much of
that. I think the major part of
our community feel as I do about
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LETCHER COWAN
U, and they will be ready and
willing to keep trying to build
a higher and better civilization
and community for our, children
to grow up In one In which
those who have had to leave us,
for different reasons, will be
happy and anxious to return;one
to which we will be proud to
welcome any visitor or newcomer
into our midst.

Cowan consists of approximately
7500 acres, and In this area there
are five dlffercnt.spots where 1

soil is found. The Little Shepherd
Trail, which Is the only skyllrie
drive In Kentucky, meanders
through about nine miles of its
length in Cowan, territory. The
Old Mountain Road, one of the
oldest roadways In southeastern
Kentucky," winds its entire length
on Cowan to the top of the mount-
ain, where it intersects the Little
Shepherd Trail. The old road
has been roughed out by the Div-Isl- on

of Forestry to use as a fire

trail at the present time. The
main entrance to Kingdom Come,
the setting for John Fox Jr. 's
"Little Shepherd of Kingdom
Come, " Is located on Cowan.
I'd like to see a modem marker,
similar to the tines used by the
Division of Forestry, placed",
here as an attraction to tourists
and our community. The. movie
'The Little Shepherd of King-
dom Come" Is known all over
the world, yet we let people of
other local It les use the trade
mark which rightfully belongs to
us and we are falling to make
use of cur most profitable assets.

Cowan has a two-lan- e asphalt
highway 931, electricity, tel-
ephone, radio and TV facilities,
daily milk delivery to the doer,
daily mail service and dry clean-
ing and laundry service twice a
week.

In April, 1963, our one and
two-roo- m schools were consoli-
dated Into the new modern
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structure of Cowan Elementary
School. The school contains t

12 regular class rooms, a gym-
nasium, modern kitchen, and
rest rooms. There are 12 regu-
lar teachers, 6ne remedial read-
ing center with one teacher and
an aid; a music teacher, two ,
days a week; a physical educa-
tion program, three days weekly
with the teacher's supervision; a
library containing 1350 books,
mostly new, with a full-ti-

librarian; there are four cooks,
two janitors, four bus drivers,
and a secretary. Through the
efforts of the P. T. A. and per-
sonal donations, the dream of a
new piano and playground equip-
ment became a reality. Their
enrollment Is 340 pupils, 90 per
cent or more transported, and
the dally average attendance Is
90 per cent or better. Cowan
Elementary School has produced
a two-ti- winner quiz team of
three third-grade- rs who have ap--
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Bristol, Va. Since our school Is

only four years old, y6u can, see
we have quite a
lot In a very short time. We are
very proud of every

of Cowan
I'm sure the following enumer-

ations, will both surprise and
please you. If you haven't taken
the time to count them yourself,
you wouldn't believe there was
this much on Cowan.

There are two mine operators
employing about 85 people; one

,

trucking company operating five
pieces of equipment and employ-
ing six people; one construction '

company with one piece of heavy
one heating and

plumbing four,
plumbers and one
dress shop, employing two or
more; one car and body shop;
a carpenter shop, a saw mill, and
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We'ie got system!
It takes mbre:and mote electrlcitv to serve inmi1 ' ',

needs every year;. More jn your home. More for Industry.
And more in Reserve for' the new business we want to
settle here. In ,the next few years, millions more
kilowatts will be needed.
But we"l For example, right now the
most powerful line i$ In theworks. And
a very special line It will be. It will carry 765,000 volts or .Ivo
:times as much as our present largest lines. This takes
some doing. This 1000-mil- e, extension cord will form another
loop In our power system and provide more '

for the. future growth of the seven-stat- e area served by
our six

Planning ahead for the growth of. this aea Is another;
way we serve you better
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