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Choir to perform
The Harlan Boys Choir will

give a concert at 7 p. m.
Saturday at the First Baptist
Church In Whitesburg.

The choir Includes 90 boys
who attend grades 4 through
12 at Harlan, Ky. Member-
ship is awarded after vocal
audition and music testing.
The group was organized in
1965.
The choir also will sing dur-

ing a revival service after the
concert.

Tourney winners
Winner ot the Letcher County

Grade School Basketball Tourn-
ament, held last week, was
Eolia Grade School. Receiv-
ing the runner-u- p trophy was
Cowan Eleme ntary, with Col-so- n

Grade School receiving
third place. Colson and Hemp-
hill cheerleaders received the
same number of votes, result-
ing in a tie for the cheerlead-in- g

trophy.

Caudill (fr. P. 2)

for both search warrant and
raid on the Caudill home.

I have serious questions, too,
about the search warrant it-

self.
As we understand, Judge Ro-

bert Collins was out of town
at the time the warrant was
issued, and the acting judge
pro tern, Mrs. Garnett Ruth
Webb, issued the document.
She said she had no choice
since it was duly sworn.

It was, clearly, an illegal
document. It was drawn upon
"Letcher Quarterly Court"
which has absolutely no juris-

diction ir. rriminal matters,
certainly no authority to issue
search warrants.

And the warrant described
the Caudill residence as being
"red" in color, and as a six
room structure. But the house
is painted green, and it is
considerably larger than six
rooms.

Yet, the warrant was ap-

proved, we are told, by
County Attorney LeRoy Fields,
who surely knew both the
color and the size of the
Caudill home.

The least that can be said
is that representatives of four
public agencies -- - the county
judge's office, the county
attorney, the sheriff's office,
and the state police force
all got together with what
appears to be unusually great
haste to conduct a raid and
make an arrest that has
brought great public embar-
rassment to one of Kentucky's
most distinguished men.

I am not satisfied, person-
ally,' with the various explan-
ations that have been offered.

It seems to me that in a
town or a county as small as
this one, where everyone
knows everybody--an- d every
thing about everybody--th- e

cool hand of common sense
should have appeared at
some point. Any of the offic-
ials involved at any point
had to know, from personal
knowledge, that Mr. Caudill
is not a bootlegger, and that
he would not contribute to the
delinquency of a minor.

And surely, it was common
knowledge in the community
that Mrs. Caudill has just
returned home a couple of
days previously from major
surgery -- - that she was, and
remainsbasically an in-

valid; that her doctor has con-

fined her to home for another
month.

Judge Collins redeemed the
reputation of Letcher County
for lustice, at least to some
extent, by promptly dismiis-iu- g

the charge against Mr.
Caudill.

But, 1 find myself wonder-
ing, if this can happen to
Mr. Caudill, is there any
Iioiiic in the i noun tains safe
anymore9

TOM GISH

STANDARD LAB OPENS NEW QUARTERS

Standard Laboratories, Inc.,
will officially open its new
laboratory In Whitesburg with
an open house this afternoon
to which the public 4s Invited.

The firm does analysis work
on coal, so that mine com-
panies and coal consumers
may know the chemical con-

tent of the product he Btu,
percentage ash, percentage
moisture, sulphur, etc.

The firm is headed by Mrs.
Gladys Stallard, a chemist.
It does the basic laboratory
work for most coal firms in
a sevrfral-count- y area.

Mrs. Stallard, a cum laude
graduate of Concord College,
Athens, W. Va., came to
Whitesburg in 1954, bringing
with her experience as a chem-
ist for Carbide and Carbon
Chemical Co., for the God-

win Laboratory, Bluefield,
W. Va., and as a high school
and college teacher of chem-
istry.

In the years since 1954, she
and her late husband, Troy
Stallard, built a business
which has gained a national
reputation for quality of work
and for integrity.

Mrs. Stallard is active In
professional circles, and is
one of four or five women
belonging to the 12; 000 mem-
ber A merican Society for
Testing of Materials. She
serves on several committees
for the society.

Members of the coal indus-

try credit the Stallards for
helping bring a new level of
stability for the Eastern Ken- -

WENDELL FORD...
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native, that is, It is stored
here after being transferred
by pipeline from other
states. "A severance tax
must be based on the place
of extraction, " Ford said.

Ford was then questioned
further about his severance
tax position, particularly
as regards administrative
costs and actual production
within the state, which
is on the way to booming.
"Such states as Louisiana

have had no problem ad-

ministering the tax, and have
made much income from
it, " a questioner noted.

Ford answered that in Ken-
tucky, "we don't have that
kind of prodrction. "

Ford also argue ' that If
the state imposed a sever-
ance tax on gas and oil,
it would be usurping a
county's powers. "The coun-
ties already have the power
to do this temselves, " he
claimed, although he did
not specify just what laws
or mechanisms he was refer-
ring to.

A basic difference between
Combs and Ford is that the
former favors a return of
severance tax money--o- n

all minerals--t- o the county
of origin. Ford, however,
would prefer that severance
tax money be placed Into
the state's general fund.

Noting that he is "not try-
ing to single out coa 1, " Ford
explained that a coal sever-
ance tax is not likely to
seriously harm the industry.
"Most coal contracts have
cost escalator clauses in
them, " he said, adding that
coal companies can thus pass
off any tax increase to the
consumer.

Running behind schedule.
Ford concludedtthe session
with an appeal for votes
and support.

Ford campaign county
chairman Bill Collins said
that another visit to the
county by Ford is being
planned.

tucky coal fields, and for
creating new markets for coal.

Due to the work of the labor-
atory, the coal industry in the
area now knows what it has
to sell -- - specifically, it knowr
the heating value of each
ounce of coal mined. And
coal buyers know exactly what
they are buying. The work of
the laboratory has replaced
guesswork.

Although the firm has done
primar iiy ' analysis work on
coal, Mrs. Stallard said an
expansion program currently
is under way.

The firm now has started
doing mine water analysis
work, and expects to include
assistance in calibration of
mine dust equipment.

The firm also may expand
to assist coal firms in meeting
audio (sound level) require-
ments of the new federal mine
safety leglslat ion, Mrs. Stal-
lard said.

The lab's new building was
erected by Tri-Sta- te Building
Co., Huntington, and con-
tains new lab eauipment furn-
ished by the Preiser Co. ,
St. Albans, W. Va.

Mrs. Stallard has three child-
ren. A son, Troy, Is an In-

dustrial psychologist with Al-

coa Aluminun Co. , at the
firm's headquarters in Pitts-
burg. Daughter Mrs. Delano
Thomas, Susan, lives in Elk-ho- rn

City, where she and her
husband teach, and Catherine,
now Mrs. F. Leroy Hess, HI,
lives in Atlanta, where her
husband is with a bank.

Perkins, others
fear for future
of rural 0E0 work
Rep. Carl D. Perkins has ex-

pressed concern to the director
of the Office of Economic Op-

portunity (OEO) for the con-
tinued existence of rural com-
munity action programs.
The Hindman democrat's anx-

iety emerged at hearings held
by the House Education and
Labor Committee, which Per-
kins chairs. The hearings
were held to consider the Nix-
on administration's plans to
extend OEO for two yean.

Perkins questioned the part
of the proposal which req ulres
greater local cash contributions
to support local antipoverty
agencies. He said he doubted
that many agencies could pay
25 pet cent of cash costs,
compared to the present three
per cent being paid.
Perkins and other members

of the committee also were
critical of the planned demise
of OEO in favor of Nixon's revenu-

e-sharing program. Un-

der that plan, the $340 mil-
lion federal support now going
to more than 900 agencies
would be distributed instead
as direct payments to locali-
ties.

In response, OEO director
Frank Carlucci said he thought
that many of the community
action agencies in fact could
get sufficient support to sur-

vive. But he did concede that
some rural programs would
have difficulty.

Rep. Augustus Hawkins f.

) claimed that the Nix-i- n

administration has elimin-
ated OEO's role as "advocate
of the poor. "

"Why don't you say what you're
doing?" Hawkins said. "You are
dismantling the OEO, stripping
all its programs, and there will
not be any agency to coordinate
the programs for the poor. ' '
Carlucci answered that the ad-

ministration doesn't want to
destroy community agencies,
but rather it seeks to strengthen
them as local institutions.

Prevent forest fires
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