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CANDIDATE DEFINES POSITION ON ISSUES OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO EASTERN KENTUCKY

chairman of the ARC's Gov-
ernors' Conference, he had
substantial impact on the
course the then-ne-w agency
would pursue.

"I do think that since then
the ARC has shown a lot of
promise that is coming to
be accepted by almost ev-
eryone. It's a vehicle by
which we can work to obtain
enough federal money. . . to
make very tangible progress
in the next few years, he
commented.

But has the focus of the ARC
on ed "bricks and mor-
tar" kinds of activities been
overdone?

In retrospect, Combs conceded,

"I'm not sure I would have put
quite as much concentration on
highways, as opposed to edu-

cation or health services. "

The former governor was
then offered the charge that
the ARC has become an agen-
cy which imposes changes
upon the region in the expec-
tation that the inhabitants will
then fall in line to support
them. The criticism is that
the ARC has not sufficiently
involved precisely those peo-
ple it was formed to assist.

Said Combs: "I think you
have to have str ong direc-
tion, but you can involve
people in many decisions
which vitally affect them.
But someone, or some smal-
ler group, must make the ba-

sic decisions of what is most
important. "

While it is unfortunate and
a basic proble m in itself, he
continued, "there is much
ignorance and lack of educa-
tion in eastern Kentucky. You
can't expect people who don't
have basic information to
tn ake decisions which M
the right ones.

If too much emphasis has
been given to highways, Combs
explained, the priorities can
still be shifted to what is now
known as "human resources. "

Specifically, Combs would
like to see more money spent
"on basic health facilities.
You can't educate people un-

less they 're physically healthy
enough to absorb it. "

And, he added, it is his
"tentative" opinion that in
the area of health care, "we
should maybe deconcentrate
our health facilities" in or-

der to get at more people in
need more easily.

Combs was then questioned
about the growing-fea- r that
the state government is at-
tempting to influence the
course of certain local pro-
grams, particularly in the

anti-pover- ty field. Specif-
ically, he was asked about
the claim that high-ranki- ng

state officials are currently
undermining certain compre-
hensive health programs.

He said he hadn't really
studied the charge, but if
true, "that just shouldn't
be tolerated. The same
answer applied to an evalu-
ation of the state's Area
Development Districts, which
were set up to serve as multi-count- y

units for the purpose
of promoting overall econom-
ic development. Some con-

tend that the districts have
superceded local authority,
thus moving government

even further from the people.
"I just don't know about the

development districts. Ad-

mittedly, I haven't kept up
with them. In theory they
sound good. " But, he agrees,
there are dangers of control.

He added that as governor,
"I wouldn't hesitate to inter-
fere if I thought a program
was going astray. "

Strip mining
There appears to be

consensus among all current
candidates that strip-- mining,
at least in eastern Kentucky,
is a major, if delicate, issue.
Both Ford and Combs have

made what on the surface are
similar statements. Both have
been sympathetic to critics
of mountain stripping, but
both have been sufficiently
vague so as to avoid any in-

tense wrath from either con-
servationists on the one hand
or coal operators on the er.

In this interview, Combs was
asked to expound in some de-

tail on just what his position
is and, more Importantly,
just how it will be implemen-
ted.
At the outset, Combs was

asked point-blan- k, "Will you
ban strip-- mining in eastern
Kentucky ?"

The answer was refreshing
in its simplicity: "As of now,
I would allow it. " But there
was much more to it than
that. Combs outlined a step-b- y-

step accounting of the
qualifications of his position.

"I would give it (stripping in
the mountains) a reasonable
trial period to see if, in my
opinion, we can have strip-mini-ng

and still protect our
environment. "

Hasn't there already been
such a trial period, answer-
ing that proposition?

"I don't think there has been
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Combs

a trial period. Because the
(reclamation ) law has not
been enforced, because Nunn
and Ford didn't want to en-

force it. "

Combs explained that Ford,
in his capacity as acting
governor when Nunn is away,
could have taken action to
enforce the law.

If elected how would he,
Combs, do the job? After
all, don't both Ford and '

the Republican candidate
Thomas Emberton also say
that the law should be en-

forced?
As governor, Combs would

"first say to the Director of
Reclamation that I do want

the law enforced. ..I don't
think Gov. Nunn has told
(current Director) Grim
that.

"Then I would provide the
director with sufficient per-

sonnel. . . an d budget. . . so
that he would know just
what's going on. And I would
hold the director accountab le
for what's done. "

Then, Combs went on, af-

ter an unspecified period of
time, "I would evaluate
stripping in the mountains
with a view towards abolish-
ing it if necessary. "

Combs admitted that to ar-

dent conservationists, this
position may seem weak.
Yet he insists it is an ade-
quate means to the same
end- - - protecting the envir-
onment.

As for his opponent's pos-

ition--"! don't know what
he means by 'reclamation. '

His stand may sound good,
but what's the substance be-
hind it?" he asked rhetori-
cally.

Broad form deed
An issue Integrally related

to the entire question of min-
eral extraction is the broad-frr- m

deed. If there is any
single nemesis to today's
mountain resident, it may
well be that strange, hand-
written document of as long
as 85 years ago or more which
relegated coal and "all other
minerals" and "access there-
to" to speculating industrial-
ists and their attorneys.
The broad- - form deed is the

vehicle by which coal and
gas and oil companies today
claim the legal right to, if
necessary, go through some-
one's property in pursuit of
mineral beneath the surface.
Combs agrees that it is an

outrageous situation. "I have
always thought it a violation

of the federal constitution to
permit a mining company to
completely destroy another's

"property.
But, he said in response to a

question, "I would not issue
an executive decree (negating
the deed). . . I would be per-
fectly willing for legislation
about it. "

Ells contention Is, speaking
as attorney and former judge,
that such executive or even,
perhaps, legislative action
"wouldn't stand up in court. "

Thus, he believes, the best
hope for redress against the
broad- - form deed lies In ac-
tion within the courts.

Terming three previous de-
cisions by the Court of Ap-

peals In favor of the deed
as "clearly erroneous" In
his judicial opinion, he said
that "the only remedy here
is to get the Court of Appeals
to reverse its decision, or
go to a federal court. "

Overweight trucks
Combs had another extensive

answer to the question of
what to do about overweight
trucks currently tearing Ken-
tucky roads apart.

Calling it a "relatively sim-
ple problem, " Combs outlined
his solution, and his role as
governor therein:

"Start with this premise: the
state police were established
primarily to patrol the high-

ways. It is not only their
right, but It Is their duty
to arrest people violating
traffic laws.

"The state police is an arm
of the governor, directly un-

der his direction. All the gov-
ernor has to do is order the
state police to arrest drivers
of all overweight trucks and
take them before local jud-

icial officers. "

But isn't this being done
to some token extent alread-y- ?

What do you do If all
that happens, but only small
fines are levied in relation
to the offense?
Combs; "If a judicial officer

doesn't perform his duty, the
governor has the right by sta-

tute to remove him from of-

fice. . .Giving a token fine
to drivers of overweight trucks
would not be. . . doing his
duty. Officials cannot hide
behind some nominal fine. "

To indicate that he meant
his threat of removing offi-

cials, Combs cited his action
as governor in displacing
two Campbell County law
enforcement officials in
Newport.
"It would have to be a very

aggravated situation before
(a governor should take
such action). It would al-
most have to be an admitted,
factual situation. " Which,
Combs thinks, the current
overweight truck situation
is.
Combs took the opportunity

here to again assert his
charge that Ford as lieuten-
ant governor was remiss in
not taking suet, action in
his occasional role as acting
governor. "The travesty of
the (overweight! situation
Is that neither the governor
nor the lieutenant governor
have even suggestei this
thing (of threatening local of-

ficials wlth-remova- l from
office. )"

Severance tax
Another gathering consensus

issue is that of mineral sev-
erance tax. Here, there Is
major divergence between
the two major democratic
gubernatorial candidates.

Whereas Ford supports such
a tax only on coal, with div-
idends to be turned back to
general funds, Combs backs
a tax on coal, as well as
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gas and oil and "maybe"
other minerals. And the
funds should return to the
county of origin, he says.

Combs firmly denies the
charge made by Ford and

that the former govern-
or favors a return of sever-
ance tax monies to counties
In order to pay-fo- r current
reclamation activities.

"I've never said It ought
to go to pay for what the
companies themselves should
be doing under the law. I'm
talking about (using the mo-
ney from a severance tax)
for reclamation of past dam-
age- - orphan banks, slag
heaps, acid leaks and so on. "

He said that money coming
back to the counties would
be carefully earmarked. "I'm
flexible on how much should
go for what, " he said, but
his current feeling is that
"roughly 60 to 70 per cent"
would be marked for past
reclamation projects. "I
don't think you can just re-

turn substantial money to
the fiscal courts without
strings" (Is that an argu-

ment against revenue-sharin- g?

Combs was asked.
"Guess it might be, " Combs,
a revenue-sharin- g supporter,
grinned).
After a few years, Corr ds

projects, "reclamation of past
damage should be corrected. "

Then, perhaps, the severance
tax might be designated for
such projects as junk car re-

moval, small bridge repairs,
cleaning up streams and fix-

ing roads.
What about health and edu-

cation costs? Combs's answer
was short: "I don't visualise
the severance tax as a panacea"
for education or health expen-
ses.
In short, he said, "I'm pri-

marily thinking for the first
few years, when the tax mon-
ey ought to have priority for
past damage reclamation. "

Miscellaneous
Throughout the Interview,

additional points were raised.
Some of Combs's positions
on these other key matters
follow.

Education--"- I think the
KEA's position (Kentucky
Education Association) is a
fair yardstick. . . (Also;,) I do
think as a matter of principle
that we need to teach chil-
dren more about their native
culture, about their own his-

tory. "

Reapportionment-- - "Eastern
Kentucky came out on the
short end of the horn (in the
new reapportionment scheme). . .

"I think the governor and
the lieutenant governor, in
protecting their own, did an
Injustice to eastern Kentucky
In that Ford sacrificed some
democrats In eastern Kentucky
In order to gain Nunn's support
for things he wanted In other
areas. . .

"I would giKeerious consid-
eration to (using executive
authority to offset eastern
Kentucky's new position of
relative weakness in the
legislature). "

-If you were
to build more major roads
through eastern Kentucky,
high priority would go to
Rte. 80."

Current tax assessments--"- I
think there Is some Inequi-

ty (in tax paying), Industry-wis- e.

I think m'neral assess-

ments have been very low.
Anything a governor did on
this must be uniform across
the state. . .

"Tax commissioners should
not be elected. . . They should
be specially trained appoin-
tees. "

Combs plans at least one more
eastern Kentucky visit before
the May 25 primary.


