
WILMORE — Jon Foreman stood on the 
third step of the stairs at the main stage level at 
the Ichthus Festival.

The roar of the crowd swelled as his 
bandmates in Switchfoot took to the stage. A 
member of his crew came over, asked “Are you 
ready?,” and soon he was sprinting onto the 
stage that had been set for him and the band.

A half-hour earlier, Portland, Ore.-based 
 Kutless had finished its set on the main stage. 
 Immediately, a crew of stagehands moved in, 
pulling wires out of sockets, tipping speakers 
and amplifiers onto their wheels and rolling 
them out.

“The goal is to give the fans the best experi-
ence possible,” said P.L. Mitchell, who over-
sees the main stage for the Ichthus Festival, a 
four-day Christian music event that wraps up 
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Old Union  Christian 
Church Yard Sale. 
8 a.m. June 23. Old 
Union  Christian Church, 
6856 Russell Cave Rd., 
 Lexington. Betty Rose, 
(859) 299-7423, or Connie 
Tipton, (859) 293-0192. 

Molding a Generation 
of Divas Summer Series. 
11:30 a.m. June 23, July 
14. Lexington Public 
Library, 140 E. Main St., 
Lexington. Free. (859) 
351-2642 or d_angarone@
insightbb.com. 

Midway Baptist 
Church 140th Anniversary 
Celebration. 10:45 a.m. 
June 24. Midway Baptist 
Church, 121 S. Winter St., 
Midway. www.midwaybc.
net.

Gospel Skate 
Party. 7:30 p.m. June 24. 
Champs  Entertainment 
Center, 297 Ruccio Way, 
Lexington. $10. (859) 270-
4075. Facebook.com/#!/
events/110601275738341/.

Summer Book Series 
at Francis Asbury Society. 
7 p.m. June 25, July 12. 
Francis Asbury Society 
Ministry Center, 1580 
 Lexington Rd., Wilmore. 
Free. www.francisasbury 
society.com.

Have You Had a 
Spiritual Experience. 2 
p.m. June 30. Lexington 
Public Library, Beaumont 
Branch, 3080 Fieldstone 
Way, Lexington. Free. (877) 
265-1887. www.kentucky 
eckankar.org.

Women in Worship 
featuring recording 
artist/actress Tamela 
Mann. 7 p.m. June 30. 
 Consolidated Baptist 
Church, 1625 Russell Cave 
Rd., Lexington. $25 in 
advance, $30 at the door, 
$40 V.I.P. (859) 270-4075. 

North Star Boys’ Choir 
from Minneapolis. 11 
a.m. July 1. Christ Church 
Cathedral, 166 Market St., 
Lexington. (859) 254-4497. 
Ccclex.org.

Sweet Freedoms 
Song. 11 a.m. July 1. Choir 
and orchestra of Faith 
 Fellowship of Lexington. 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, 968 Lane Allen 
Rd., Lexington. (859) 
277-0420.

Adult Hebrew Classes. 
Temple Adath Israel, 124 
N. Ashland Ave.,  Lexington. 
10 a.m. Sun. starting Sept. 
9 for 26 weeks. $126 
members, $180 others; 
book fee additional. 
 Registration deadline: July 
1. (859) 269-2979. 

Downtown Church 
Book Club. 4 p.m. July 15. 
Faith House, 836 Melrose 
Ave., Lexington. Free. 
(859) 327-8690. Facebook.
com/dcutf.lex.

Thirsting Thursdays: 
A Spiritual Happy Hour, 
hosted by Nia  Community 
of Faith. 7:30 p.m. July 
19. United Methodist 
 Leadership Center, 921 
Beasley St., Suite 150, 
Lexington. (859) 294-9154, 
Ext. 113, or TheMovement@ 
windstream.net. 

Vineyard  Seminarian 
Summit 2012. 7 p.m. 
July 21. McKenna Chapel 
at  Asbury  Theological 
 Seminary, 204 N. 
 Lexington Ave., Wilmore. 

Loosed in the City 
Women’s Conference. 6 
p.m. July 22. Kentucky 
State University, 400 E. 
Main St., Frankfort. $20 
by June 30, $25 after. 
Loosedinthecity-zvents.
eventbrite.com.

Submit listings 10 days 
in advance at Calendar.
kentucky.com. Click 
“add to our listings.” 
Events can also be 
 submitted to Faith notes, 
Lexington Herald-Leader, 
100 Midland Avenue, 
 Lexington, Ky. 40508. 
Questions? Call (859) 
231-3557 or 1-800-950-
6397, Ext. 3557, or email 
cweber@herald-leader.
com (put “Faith notes” 
in the subject field).
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Share your mission trip
For many 

faith-based groups, 
 summertime means 
going on a mission 
trip.

If you or your 
group is participat-
ing in a mission trip, 
we’d like to hear from you and see what 
you did.

Send us a high-resolution JPEG 
 image (300 dpi) with a paragraph or 
two about who went where and what 
sort of project you  participated in.  
Be sure to include a contact name  
and daytime phone number so we 
can get in touch with you if we have a 
question. 

Send the information and the photo 
as an attachment to: Sally Scherer 
at sscherer1@herald-leader.com. 
 Questions? Call (859) 231-3303. 

We’ll compile the items and run 
them at the end of summer.

June 17 marked the 40th 
 anniversary of the Watergate 
burglars’  arrest. The significance of 
the  anniversary has been discussed 
by weightier pundits than I, from 
Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein 
to syndicated columnist Kathleen 
Parker.

Nonetheless, I want to add a few 
observations. I came of age during 
that period. Watergate altered my 

views of government and cost me 
the last of my innocence. Four de-
cades later, on the cusp of old age, 
I’m still a child of Watergate.

I had started life in a culture, a 
time and a religion that were about 
as sheltered as you could imagine. 
When I was born in southeastern 
Kentucky, Ike was president. My 
dad was a rural pastor. 

Because of my dad’s profession, 
we moved periodically. Mainly, 
interstate highways didn’t serve the 
towns where we lived. Our televi-
sion picked up three channels. Our 
neighbors and we knew little of 
other worlds or other ways. 

Whether by law or custom, 
public places were segregated, 
and many white people, at least, 
thought that was how God meant 
things to be. We considered local 
Roman Catholics exotic. I never 
met a Jew until I went to college. 

Our courthouses and schools 
were led by white, politically 
and socially conservative, Protes-
tant men. Businesses closed on 
 Sundays. Our counties were dry.

In school, we sang God Bless 
America and pledged allegiance to 
the flag.

Watergate completed the erosion 
of my faith in government

PAUL 
PRATHER
CONTRIBUTING 
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NEW ORLEANS — This 
week, the presidency of the South-
ern Baptist Convention passed to 
a black pastor for the first time.

The nation’s largest Protestant 
denomination voted Tuesday to 
elect the Rev. Fred Luter Jr. to lead 
them, an important step for a de-
nomination that was formed on the 
wrong side of slavery before the 
Civil War and had a reputation for 
supporting segregation and racism 
during much of the last century.

In a news conference after the 
vote, Luter said he doesn’t think 
his election is some kind of token 
gesture.

“If we stop appointing African-
Americans, Asians, Hispanics to 
leadership positions after this, 
we’ve failed,” he said. “ I promise 
you I’m going to do all that I can 
to make sure this is not just a 
one-and-done deal.”

Faced with declining member-
ship, the SBC has made efforts to 
appeal to a more diverse group of 
believers.

Delegates to the SBC annual 
meeting voted to adopt an alterna-
tive name for churches whose lead-
ers think the “Southern Baptist” 
title could be a turn-off to potential 
believers.

Those who supported the op-
tional name “Great Commission 
Baptists” argued that it would 
help missionaries and church 
planters to reach more people for 
Christ. The Great Commission 
refers to Jesus’ command to his 
apostles to go forth and make 

By Travis Loller
Associated Press

A black leader not the only change for Southern Baptists
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Fred Luter, left, became the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s first black president on Tuesday, 
succeeding Bryant Wright. 

GERALD HERBERT | ASSOCIATED PRESS

The drum kit for Kutless was set on a rolling platform so it could be wheeled off quickly in preparation for Switchfoot’s set at the 2012 Ichthus Festival.
Buy photo reprints at Kentucky.com PHOTOS BY RICH COPLEY | rcopley@herald-leader.com

See ICHTHUS, B3

KEEPING IT MOVING
Stage crews at Ichthus keep the sets on schedule

By Rich Copley
rcopley@herald-leader.com

P.L. Mitchell, left, and Billy Ermers 
moved bassist Dave Luetkenhoelter’s 
amplifier off the main stage set minutes 
after Kutless finished its set.

Brandon Heiney, guitarist for The Stand Still, 
packed up gear after the band’s set on The Edge 
Stage Thursday afternoon.


