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June 23, 29, 30, July 6, 7, 13, 14. 
Antioch Daylily Garden, 2231 Houston 
Antioch Rd., Lexington. (859) 806-
5458. www.antiochdaylilygarden.com.

Quarles Daylilies Open Gardens. 
10 a.m-5 p.m. June 23, 24, 29, 30, 
July 1, 6-8, 13-15, 20-22. Quarles 
Daylilies Open Gardens, 9548 Waddy 
Rd., Waddy. Free. (502) 352-3790. 
www.quarlesdaylilies.com.

Blue Grass Hemerocallis Society 
Flower Show and Plant Sale. Noon 
June 24. The Mall at Lexington Green, 
161 Lexington Green Cir., Lexington. 
Free. 

Gratz Park Secret Gardens, 
Fountains and Patios tour. 1 p.m. 
June 24. Gratz Park, 250 W. Third St., 
Lexington. $15. 

Blue Grass Trust for Historic 
Preservation deTour: Constitution 
Street. 5:30 p.m. July 2. Constitution 
Street, Lexington. Free. (859) 253-
0362. www.bluegrasstrust.org.

Growing a Successful Garden. 10 
a.m. July 10. The Arboretum, State 
Botanical Garden of Kentucky, Lexing-
ton. Free. (859) 257-6955. 

How Does Your Garden Grow? 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. July 14, 3 p.m. July 
15. Masterson Station Park, 3051 
 Leestown Rd., Lexington. Free with 
fair admission. Christine Parsons 
(859) 227-3364 or email parsons@
parsonselectri. 

Field to Fork Festival. 9 a.m. 
July 21. Halcomb’s Knob Farm, 430 
Wallacetown Rd., Paint Lick. $10 
adults, $7.50 seniors; $5 youth. www.
fieldtoforkfestival.com.

Submit listings 10 days in advance 
at Calendar.kentucky.com; click on 
“add to our listings.” Events can 
also be submitted to Digging In, 
Lexington Herald-Leader, 100 Mid-
land Avenue,  Lexington, Ky. 40508. 
Questions? Call (859) 231-3557 or 
1-800-950-6397, Ext. 3557, or email 
cweber@herald-leader.com (put 
“Digging In” in the subject field).
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DIGGING IN

ANGIE 
HICKS

ANGIESLIST.COM

ASK ANGIE

Dear Angie: I just had 
a new concrete driveway 
poured, and the very next 
morning, several cracks 
showed up. My contractor 
said that this is normal 
and will not affect the 
 integrity of the concrete. 
My  contractor had a 
 representative from the 
material supplier take a 
look, and he also said that 
this was normal. I looked 
at my neighbor’s 1-year 
old driveway, though, and 
there is not a single crack 
in it. I elected to hold 
the final payment until I 
get a  satisfactory answer. 
What do you think? Is 
this  normal? — James B., 
Chicago. 

Dear James: Unfortun-
ately, cracking is pretty 
 common in  concrete, 
 especially during the 
first 30 days, while it’s 
 curing, or setting up. If a 
 contractor does it right and 
the conditions are ideal, 

the cracks can be virtually 
unnoticeable, except to the 
 homeowner’s prudent eye. 

There are several 
 reasons concrete cracks. 
The most  common is 
because concrete shrinks 
as the excess water 
evaporates and it hardens. 
Unfortunately, too often, 
 contractors add too much 
water to the mix, because 
it’s easier to apply, but that 
makes it more vulnerable to 
cracking. Concrete also can 
crack if it dries too quickly. 

Weather conditions — 
extreme temperatures, 
rapid temperature changes 
or conditions that are too 
wet or too dry — also are 
major factors in how well 
concrete cures. 

Another consideration is 
if the contractor used con-
trol joints and spaced them 
properly. Contractors place 
control joints in the con-
crete with the  anticipation 
that it will crack. Also 
called “relief joints,” control 
joints are the straight lines 
or grooves you typically see 
at regular intervals on con-
crete sidewalks, driveways 
and garages. Their purpose 

is to relieve the pressure 
that leads to cracking, 
with the cracks essentially 
forming in those grooves, 
so that, cosmetically, it’s 
barely discernible. 

I recommend that you 
give it a little more time. 
Concrete takes a good 
month or so to really set 
up. By then, the cracks 
could be undetectable. 

The method the 
 contractor uses to cure 
the concrete plays a big 
role on how well it holds 
up.  Concrete requires a 
moist, controlled environ-
ment to gain strength and 
harden fully. Talk to your 
 contractor about his meth-
od to cure the concrete. 

It expands and  contracts 
in response to the 
 temperature.  Fluctuations 
in the weather during 
and immediately after the 
pour, and that is known 
to  happen in Chicago, can 
create problems. Contrac-
tors must be good judges 
of those situations to 
determine when to seal 
the concrete to reduce the 
chances of it cracking. 

Those many variables 

alone could have played 
a factor in why your 
 neighbor’s driveway has no 
visible cracks. 

All that said, if after 
it cures the cracking is 
severe — big enough that 
you can fit a quarter in the 
crack — that’s an  indication 
of a problem and deserves 
a conversation with your 
 contractor about an 
 agreeable solution. 

You were smart to 
withhold the last payment. 
That’s something I advise 
homeowners to do precisely 
for cases like yours. You 
now have leverage in case 
those cracks do become 
worse instead of better. 

If you continue to 
have concerns about the 
 integrity of the concrete, 
consider bringing in an 
 independent home  inspector 
or  structural engineer to 
determine whether there’s a 
more serious issue.

Angie Hicks compiles the best 
advice from the most highly 
rated service pros on Angieslist.
com to answer your questions. 
Ask Angie your question at 
askangie@angieslist.com.

Cracks in new concrete worry homeowner  notice you’ve been exposed 
to the vine, there are some 
 immediate steps you can take: 
■ Rinse your skin with 

lukewarm (not hot) water. It 
is possible to remove some of 
the oil. 
■ Wash tools and any 

clothing that might have 
come in contact with the 
vine. Oil remaining on these 
surfaces can re-infect. 
■ Bathe your pets. 

Although they won’t develop 
allergic reactions, critters 
can transfer urushiol oil from 
their hair or fur to humans 
or onto surfaces with which 
owners might come in 
contact. 

How do I ease the itch? 
Once a rash has developed, 
there are ways to ease your 
suffering, which can last for 
several weeks. 

Don’t worry about 
scratching the rash and then 
transferring it to other parts 
of your body. Once a rash has 
developed, that can’t  happen. 
Further outbreaks are a 
delayed result of the original 
exposure. 

The dermatology 
 association recommends 
oatmeal or baking soda 
baths, calamine lotion, cool 
 showers and compresses, and 
oral  antihistamines to relieve 
the intense itching. The 
academy warns that topical 
 antihistamines, however, can 
make the rash and itching 
worse. 

Shirey uses a skin cleanser 
called Tecnu, formulated 
to remove urushiol after 
exposure but before a rash 
develops. It’s available at 
most drugstores and at 
TEClabsinc.com, which has a 
$2 printable coupon.

When the cleanser is not 
enough, she adds a white or 
green clay facial mask. She 
mixes the clay with water, 
 applies it to the rash, allows 

it to dry, rinses it with cool 
water and repeats until the 
redness and irritation are 
gone. 

“Usually within two or 
three applications, you’ll see 
a marked difference in the 
 irritation and itching,” she 
says. 

If you have a serious 
 reaction that includes  difficulty 
breathing and swallowing, 
or swelling — especially to 
the face — seek immediate 
 medical attention. Severe 
cases might require steroid 
ointments or antibiotics. 

How do I get rid of it? 
 Getting rid of the noxious 
weed is tough but not 
 impossible, Shirey says. The 
key is to literally nip the 
problem in the bud. 

“One of the ways it gets 
transmitted is with birds, 
so you’ll find young sprouts 
coming up here and there, 
and the best thing to do is 
to get that sprout out by the 
root before it has a chance to 
grow,” Shirey says. 

If you just trim, the weed 
will rebound to be stronger. 
“I’ll use several layers of 
gloves and actually dig the 
root out and seal it up in a 
plastic bag and throw it in 
the trash,” she says. 

Shirey uses a dandelion 
weeder and says the roots 
come out more easily after 
a rain. 

She also uses sprays but 
avoids commercial products, 
preferring her own eco-
friendly mixture (see recipe 
below). She applies it on hot, 
sunny days (so rain won’t 
wash it off) and begins to see 
the leaves become crisp and 
brown within 20  minutes. 
“Sometimes they will re-
sprout, and so you hit them 
again until those roots just 
kind of tire out,” she says. 

Burning poison ivy is not 
recommended. “The oil is 
volatile in smoke,” Shirey 
says, “and you can inhale it 
into your lungs and get very, 
very ill.”

RECIPE

Trisha Shirey’s organic herbicide
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gate at 258 Market Street. 
There, even espaliered 
pear trees add to the décor, 
 creating a green patchwork 
on a red-brick wall.

Hackworth suggests 
 allowing two to three hours 
for a leisurely stroll through 
all the gardens. Homeowners 
will be on hand to answer 
questions. 

Hackworth can share 
with visitors the history of 
a 200-year-old ginkgo tree 
that is thought to have been 
planted by Lucretia Clay, the 
wife of noted 19th-century 
statesman Henry Clay.

Hopefully, she said, people 
can find some inspiration for 
their own homes on the tour. 
“We certainly hope so,” she 
said.

The garden tour 
came about because the 
 neighborhood association, 
which has staged Christmas 
home tours, was looking for 
a novel approach to fund-
raising. 

Hackworth said her 
 neighbors were happy to 
allow visitors into their 
 gardens. “We had a really 
good response,” she said.

Proceeds from the tour 
will go toward  maintaining 
and improving Gratz Park. 
Designer John Michler 
 recently completed 
 landscaping in front of the 
Carnegie Center for Literacy 
and Learning, at one end of 
the park, that was financed 
through the neighborhood 
association and a matching 
grant from the city. 

The liriope, native ferns, 
elephant ears and hostas are 
now on display in front of 
the center.

No matter how large a 
housing budget you might 
have, the garden tour might 
be the only chance for most 
folks to see behind the walls. 
People who live there tend to 

stay a while, Hackworth said. 
She and her husband, 

John, have been in the 
neighborhood for 12 years, 
living in what is known as 
the Peter Paul House. She 
said, “We’re still kind of the 
newcomers.”

Mary Meehan: (859) 231-3261. 
Twitter: @bgmoms.  
Blog:  BluegrassMoms.com. 

DID YOU KNOW?
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John Michler of Michler Florist 
added landscaping this year at 
the Carnegie Center for Literacy 
and Learning.

Abigail Wasson of Michler Florist planted liriope last week at the Carnegie Center for  Literacy 
and Learning, part of a landscaping project at the center the neighborhood helped finance.

Dave Harper’s patio at 247 North Mill Street will be one of the stops Sunday in the garden tour in the Gratz Park neighborhood.
PHOTOS BY DAVID PERRY | dperry@herald-leader.com

1 gallon of 9 percent or 10 percent 
pickling vinegar 

1 cup horticultural-grade orange oil 
¼ cup dishwashing soap or plant 

soap 
Whatever you spray this on is 

going to get burned, so be careful 
about spraying it on a windy day 
and getting it on other plants. 

Saturate the leaves, preferably 
on a bright, sunny day, and let 
them sit. 

Protect your skin. When 
you spray this, use a pump-up 
sprayer; don’t spray it with a hose 
and sprayer — it’s a fairly caustic 
mix. It will break down the plastic 
in the seals of the sprayer, and 
you won’t be able to use it again, 
so Shirey always coats the seals 
with Vaseline to protect them. 
Triple rinse your sprayer afterward 
and run clean water through so it 
doesn’t ruin your sprayer.

The area of Gratz Park 
was listed as “Outlot 6” in the 
 original town plan for Lexington. 

In 1824, Benjamin Gratz, 
remembered for his civic 
 involvement, bought the house at 
231 North Mill Street. It remained 
in his family until 1984.

During the Civil War, the  
park was used as a parade 
ground and staging area for 

Union troops. 
Three houses on Sunday’s 

tour — 239, 243 and 247 North 
Mill Street — were built by 
Mrs. William Cassius Goodloe 
in the Queen Anne style for 
her daughters. The houses are 
sometimes referred to as “the 
three sisters.”

SOURCE: GRATZ PARK 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

332 Southland Drive
Lexington, KY 40503

www.caramandas.com(859) 278-7172
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