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Finals MVP 
LeBron James 
celebrated af-
ter the Miami 
Heat defeated 
the Oklahoma 
City Thunder 
121-106 to 
win the NBA 
champion-
ship Thursday 
night. “It’s 
been quite a 
challenge for 
him,” Heat 
center Chris 
Bosh said 
of James. “I 
think he’s the 
most talked 
about super-
star probably 
in the history 
of sports.”

MICHAEL LAUGHLIN 
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

pleted a dream season with 
a Finals MVP performance 
before an AmericanAirlines 
Arena crowd bathed in white 
and overflowing with ap-
preciation. 

Maybe it’s Thunder star 
Kevin Durant, still just 23. 

Maybe it’s Dwight How-
ard or Carmelo Anthony.

But it’s not LeBron.
Finally. Thankfully. Fit-

tingly.
“He’s been playing this 

game his whole life,” Dwy-
ane Wade said of the friend 
he recruited two summers 
ago. “Everyone wants to be 
a winner. Everyone wants to 
celebrate a championship. 
It’s a dream for everyone. 
He’s no different.”

And so, as the final sec-
onds ran out and confetti fell 
from the rafters, the crown 
at long last rested on the 
head of the self-appointed 
King.

You could almost see 
the pressure lift, the bur-

den of unrealized potential 
disappear as LeBron, at 27, 
caught up with the white 
whale he’s been chasing 
through nine professional 
seasons.

He smiled.
He removed the mouth-

piece with the Roman 
numeral “16.”

No such reminder of his 
personal failings would be 
needed anymore.

Instead, it was time to 
exhale.

And for those closest to 
him to revel in the shared 
accomplishment.

“It’s been quite a chal-
lenge for him,” Heat center 
Chris Bosh said. “I think he’s 
the most talked about super-
star probably in the history 
of sports. He’s taken it in 
stride. Of course he’s made 
some mistakes. The part 
I’ve really admired about 
him is he’s learned from his 
mistakes.”

Owned up to them.
Vowed to do better.
“He’s never sulked and 

complained and felt sorry for 
himself,” Bosh said. “He just 

kept working. Put all his at-
tention and all his love into 
the game. When you do that, 
things come back around for 
you. It just shows you can 
get over the hump if you re-
ally believe in yourself.”

This whole idea of 
LeBron as America’s Villain 
always seemed silly to me.

Yeah, I know, The Deci-
sion was overwrought and 
The Celebration premature.

But the level of vitriol 
directed at the game’s most 
talented player was never 
in line with his perceived 
misdeeds.

In Australia, they call it 
the Tall Poppy Syndrome.

Here, it just got to be 
plain nasty.

“It’s unfortunate that 
somebody who has the 
qualities he has would be 
critiqued as negatively as 
he’s been,” Heat Coach Erik 
Spoelstra said. “He embodies 
so many of the things you 
would want from a profes-
sional athlete.”

And then the man blessed 
to coach a three-time MVP 
rattled off those qualities.

“He’s never been in 
trouble,” Spoelstra said. 
“He’s a great teammate. He’s 
honored all of his contracts. 
And he has a dream he’s 
been trying to chase but he’s 
been doing it within a team 
concept.”

That enough for you, 
America?

Sorry, there’s more.
“He’s a fun-loving guy 

and a great human being to 
be around,” Wade said. “Ob-
viously a lot of stuff is said 
out there about him that’s 
not true, but that’s people 
who don’t know LeBron 
James.”

Added Spoelstra: “He’s 
such a likable guy. Anybody 
that’s ever come across Le-
Bron, you like him after the 
first 10 seconds.”

So why so much venom 
from so many?

“That’s just the way this 
world works,” Spoelstra said. 
“You can’t win unless you 
win.”

Mission accomplished.
So, America, what do 

you have to say about your 
favorite villain now? 
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to award a record 51 Single-
tary Scholarships in 2012-
13. UK awarded 34 this past 
school year.

Capilouto’s immediate 
predecessor as UK president, 
Lee Todd, emphasized the 
need for the school’s athletic 
and academic communities 
to work together. Or as Todd 
put it, UK should not have 
“silos” on campus.

“This is about the Univer-
sity of Kentucky,” Barnhart 
said. “We are a piece of that 

brand. We also want to be 
very aware of how we can 
contribute beyond the front 
porch mentality.”

UK’s athletic department 
did not make any donation 
to the school’s scholarship 
fund until then president 
David Roselle began an an-
nual $1.5 million transfer of 
funds in 1988. That donation 
increased to $1.7 million in 
May of 2009.

At its annual Spring Meet-
ing last month, the Southeast-
ern Conference announced 
that it would distribute a re-
cord $241.5 million to its 12 
member schools as part of its 

revenue-sharing plan. That 
represented a 9.8 percent in-
crease from 2010-11.

However, rising tuition 
costs, increased travel ex-
penses associated with SEC 
expansion and plans for facil-
ity upgrades led UK to an-
nounce earlier this week that 
fans would need to pay more 
for men’s basketball tickets 
next season.

In almost doubling the 
contribution to UK’s academ-
ic scholarship fund, Barnhart 
noted in a statement that the 
increase was not a “recurring 
commitment,” but the annual 
contribution from athletics 

will not be less than $1.7 mil-
lion, he said.

“We never know how we’ll 
do year to year,” Barnhart 
said. “… I don’t think you can 
ever say we’ll be at a certain 
spot forever and ever, amen.”

The increase from $1.7 
million to $3 million gener-
ated positive feedback.

“I don’t know if we’ll 
ever please everybody or do 
enough,” Barnhart said be-
fore adding, “We’ll continue 
to try.”
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Mike Bradley’s basketball 
career has gone from Chat-
tanooga, Tenn., to Storrs, 
Conn., to Bowling Green. 
There’s a chance the latter is 
just a temporary stop along 
the road to simply finding 
some playing time. 

Bradley, a 6-foot-10-inch 
forward, is enrolled at West-
ern Kentucky and 
working with the Hill-
toppers’ basketball 
team. His immedi-
ate future, however, 
hangs in the balance 
as the transfer waits 
for the NCAA to rule 
on his eligibility. 

“I figure, most 
people will tell me, ‘Mike, you 
might not be able to play next 
year and that’s a big thing,’”  
he said. “I think everything 
is a gamble anyway, wherever 
you are. It just depends on 
where you want to roll your 
dice. I can come here this year 
— worst-case scenario I don’t 
play, that’s a really, really bad 
case — but I’ll still be able to 
invest in a place I want to be.” 

The possibility of Bradley 
being unable to play the 2012-
13 season is something he 
and the WKU coaching staff 
are well aware of. 

Bradley, who will turn 20 
in a week, left Connecticut in 
May after two seasons and not 
a single minute of game action. 

With a cancer-stricken 
grandmother back home in 

Chattanooga, Bradley decided 
a change of scenery closer to 
his ailing kin would be best. 

“I probably started thinking 
about it in, I’d say, around De-
cember,” he said. “Things with 
my grandma were worse than 
I thought. It started getting 
worse and worse. I found out, 
but I didn’t know how serious 
it was until I started seeing 
pictures.”

There are 195 
miles between Bowl-
ing Green and Chat-
tanooga, or about a 
three-hour car ride. 
Western Kentucky 
and Bradley hope the 
proximity between the 
locales is enough for 
the NCAA to grant 

Bradley a hardship waiver 
based on the argument that 
the forward will be able to 
visit his grandmother. 

Meanwhile, Bradley and 
the Hilltoppers wait. 

“We do not know,” WKU 
Coach Ray Harper said. “I 
think it’s important that he 
does play. He hasn’t played 
in two years. He has at least 
three, and maybe, we think, 
by the time it’s all said and 
done, he could have four years 
of eligibility.” 

At Tyner Academy in Chat-
tanooga, Bradley averaged 
5.9 ppg., 6.5 rpg. and three 
blocked shots — in 2009-10.  
At UConn, he redshirted as 
a freshman before giving up 
his scholarship so the Huskies 
could sign Andre Drummond.

WKU transfer 
Bradley waiting  

for chance to play
By Chad Bishop

Daily News (Bowling Green)

Bradley

NOTES

MIAMI — Rick Pitino will 
be coaching against his son.

Louisville and Florida In-
ternational announced a three-
game series that will start on 
Dec. 19. Rick Pitino coaches 
the Cardinals; his son and for-
mer assistant coach Richard 
Pitino was hired earlier this 
year to take over at FIU.

Rick Pitino made the offer 
to his son when he was com-
pleting the hiring process at 
FIU.

Officials say the series is 
contingent on both coaches 
remaining at their respective 
schools. 

FIU will return to Louis-
ville in the 2013-14 season. 
Louisville would visit FIU 
sometime in the 2014-15 
schedule.

“Getting a chance to play 
one of the premier teams in 
the nation will be great for 
our fans as well as our pro-
gram, especially in 2014-15, 
when the Cardinals come 
down here to Miami,” Richard 
Pitino said. “To be able to get 
a top-5 team in the country to 
come into your building is not 
only a landmark moment in 
the evolution of our program, 
but it will open the door for 
other opportunities. This is 
big for FIU and we look for-
ward to bringing more qual-
ity opponents like this to U.S. 
Century Bank Arena.”

LSU women sign  
junior-college guard

BATON ROUGE, La. — 
LSU Coach Nikki Caldwell 
says junior college standout 
LaQuinta Jefferson has com-
mitted to transfer to LSU for 
the 2013-14 season.

Jefferson, a 6-foot guard 
at Jefferson College in Mis-
souri, will enroll at LSU in 
the spring of 2013 and will 
have two years of remaining 
eligibility when she joins the 
Lady Tigers.

Caldwell calls Jefferson “a 
tremendous all-around player 
and scorer.”

Jefferson, a native of La 
Vergne, Tenn., averaged 17.6 
points, 6.4 rebounds, 3.2 as-
sists and 2.9 steals for Jeffer-
son College as a sophomore 
this past season. She led the 
Lady Vikings to a 31-5 record 
and a National Junior College 
Tournament berth.

She was one of three fi-
nalists for the Women’s Bas-
ketball Coaches’ Association 

national junior college player 
of the year award.

Austin Peay  
to play in Canada

CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. — 
Austin Peay State University’s 
men’s basketball team will 
play a three-game exhibition 
series in Canada in late Au-
gust.

The Governors will fly 
to the Toronto/Niagara Falls 
area the weekend of Aug. 
17-18 and play three games 
in a five-day stretch. The op-
ponents and exact dates have 
not been announced.

It’s Pitino vs. Pitino 
in U of L-FIU series
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SPECIAL CYBER SALE PRICING

GREAT PEOPLE. GREAT CARS. 630 New Circle Road, Lexington, KY

859-254-5751
SHOP AT HOME www.greenstoyotaoflexington.com
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KENTUCKY’S
LARGEST SELECTION OF

NEW TOYOTAS!*

Save like NEVER BEFORE
during this LIMITED TIME event!
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YOUR LEXINGTON TMMK
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Print It!
Bring It!
Buy It!

*Based on current Toyota inventory results.


