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EDITORIALS

The Shelbyville Road
traffic was better --m- ore

buses would help
Regular travellers along Shel-

byville Road, who know It to be
a quagmire at Christmastime,
have been pleasantly surprised
this season. i

For the firstyear in recent
memory the j?m was not worse
than the year before. It was,
in fact, mawedly easier to get
around thisChristmas.

Much of the credit must go to
the reconstruction of the road
in the immediate vicinity of the
Watrerson Expressway. Double
left-tu- rn lanes have replaced
single ones leading to Sherburn
Lane and to LaGrange Road.
This seems to have increased the
capacity of the system con-

siderably.
Then, too, more police have been

on duty than ever before, St. Mat-

thews officers, cooperating with
Jefferson County Police (many
of whose officers were off-du- ty

and paid by local merchants)
and various private police, kept
traffic moving well.
Obviously thousands of families

have taken advantage of the un-

limited free parking and the vari-
ety of stores in shopping centers
all along Shelbyville Road. The
"Go East" campaign sponsored
by the St. Matthews and East Jef-

ferson County Business Associ

Ham & eggs &
Mrs. Daisy W, Thaler and Mark

D. O'Brien, who will represent
the Hikes Point and Jefferson-tow- n

areas in the Kentucky Senate
and House, respectively, hive a
good idea for keeping in touch
with their districts.

They intend to hold public,
dutch-trea- t, breakfast sessions
every week of the 1974 General
Assembly. The breakfasts will
be held at centrally-locate- d

restaurants (places still uncer-
tain) and will be open to anyone
who can get there.
Both Senator-ele- ct Thaler and

Representative-ele- ct O'Brien

Suppose he was a car thief
In recent days a federal grand

jury in Indianapolis has indicted
a man named Joe Powers for mall
and wire fraud in connection with
a truck-driv- er "school" racket
operating from Indiana. This is
the same Joe Powers who ran two
firms, Fast-Wa- y Systems and
Nationwide Development, in St.
Matthews last summer.

Now Jefferson County Circuit
Court, acting on a complaint
from the Kentucky Attorney
General, has found those defunct
local firms guilty of deceptive
practices and ordered the re-
payment of unnumbered thou-

sands of dollars in fees paid to
Powers.
That sound good -- - until certain

other facts are known.
Powers was bilking people at

the rate of dozens a week when
he operated here this summer.
I le probably grossed over $50,000
a month, making collect tele-
phone calls all over the country
to poorly-educate- d, job-hung- ry,

gullible men. Hundreds of them
fell for his deceptions, and con-

tinued to do so even as Kentucky
law enforcement officials knew

it was happening.
Pressured mainly by stories in

this newspaper July 19 and
Sept, 13, Powers closed up and
skipped town In late September,

About letters . . .

We really want your letters. To

insure that they are published in a

timely fashion, we have two bits of
advice. First, arrange for it to

arrive no later than Monday morn-

ing of the veek ou want it pub-

lished. Do not trust the mails to

deliver your letter in one or two
days. They sometimes fail. We

have a mail slot in our office door
for r delivery and urge you
to use it.

Second, we do not nor.nally

publish anonymous letters, form

letters or carbon copies of letters

written to other media.

ation evidently bore some fruit.
The irony is that for all the

traffic on the highway, the stores
themselves could have handled
many more people. Their ca-

pacity is far greater than that
of our transportation system to
get people to and from the stores.
This is particularly true in the
older, Louisville shopping area
along Lexington Road and Frank-

fort Avenue.
One way to deal with that irony

is to dramatically improve public
transportation. Then, possibly,
people will turn from private cars
to buses as a means of getting
back and forth along the shopping
corridor, if not to and from it.
Could we not, for example, have

a special bus service for the
holiday period which would shut-

tle back and forth from the Louis-
ville City limits to Middletown?
If such buses ran on five or ute

intervals, and if they
made stops at all the major shop-

ping areas, many more people
could use the shopping corridor
than could ever do so in passen-
ger cars.
Merchants all along the Shelby-

ville Road corridor would profit
from such a service. They might
well consider a cooperative ef-

fort to subsidize such a system
next vear.

Daisy & Mark
thin ) the breakfasts will be an
inexpensive, effective communi-
cations technique. They believe
it will give them a regular and
consistent way to gauge local
opinion and give constituents a

fair chance to buttonhole them on
an issue of interest.

It sounds like a great idea ne

we'd recommend to other
General Assembly members in
this ;irea. Of course the key to
success will be the official's
(rr:ien nf... ..Issues.. and candor be- -r r

tore the group. But the basic
idea is fine and we hope the
public takes advantage oi tne
offer.

having thumbed his nose at the
law for about four months.
Powers could have been ar-

rested before he left by Com-
monwealth's Attorney Edwin
Schroering, but Mr. Schroering
was too busy politicking to in-

vestigate the matter even
when evidence was handed to him
on a platter. So Powers got away
with his records and all his en

money.
The state's belated action this

week will not force Powers to
return any money. That will de-

pend on the success of lawsuits
which may or may not be filed
by individuals all over the country
whom Powers wronged. And no
one here is making any effort
to help these people get their
money back.
Just imagine; if Powers had

come down here from In-

dianapolis and stolen Edwin
Schroering's car, he would have
been pursued with vigor and
punished severely.
Instead, he came down here,

ignored the law he knew existed,
cheated hundreds of people out
of thousands of dollars and went
back home to Indiana. And the

hard-to-swall- truth is that
Kentucky law enforcement offi-
cials have let him get away
with it.
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Survival of the fittest we're glad you re home, Col. PurceU
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Voice JeHersonian cartoon by Stephen Sebree

"What are we doing? Well, we're deciding how much

to assess people for sewers, we're talking about putting
some billboards along Shelbyville Road, we're giving out
some city contracts and doing other things like that
which aren't any of your business. Why don't you come to a

public meeting and watch us vote to approve a street light?"

New reform ideas stir
By Romano L. Mazzoli

U. S. Congressman
Third District

Many critics feel that the House
of Representatives is locked in
the concrete tradition, and thus is
hopelessly hobbled in its attempts
to deal efficiently with many cur-

rent problems.
Accordingly, a high-priori- ty ef-

fort is now being mounted in the
House to modernize and simplify
operating procedures. At stake
is a major reorganization and
shaking up of the hide-bou- nd

House committee system.
It is not yet clear whether the

reformers will succeed, but
Speaker Carl Albert has thrown
his power and prestige behind the
effort. A select committee, un-

der the distinguished chairman-
ship of Representative Rolling
of Missouri, was appointed by
the Speaker to work on the prob-
lem. It issued an interim report
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this month.
The report pointed out the con-

spicuous absence of House com-

mittees specifically organized to
deal with such urgent modern-da- y

problems as energy re-

sources or the environment or
health care.
It also pointed out the prob-

lems Inherent in the combined
jurisdiction of the House Edu-

cation and Labor Committee, of

which I am a member.
Originally, this was a labor

committee because there were
no Federal programs of direct
aid to education back in 1946

when the committee was formed.
Today, however, education is the
major concern of the "E and L"
Committee. And the Boiling com-

mittee has recommended that
education be given full committee
status.
With the energy "crisis" cur-

rently commanding everyone's

saga of Eight Mile House: Chapter
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discussion in House
attention, it is eye-openi- ng to
study the select committee's
findings as to how the House is
presently organized to deal with
this vital issue.
Instead of a single committee

capable of dealing comprehen-
sively with energy policy, it was
found that no less than five sep-

arate units had a finger in the
energy pie.
Thus, the need for reorganiza-

tion and overhaul of the com-

mittee system in the House is
unarguable in my judgment.

The Boiling committee has come
up with some sound and sensible
recommendations.

Among the major recommen-
dations are:

1. The creation of a committee
to be called "Energy and En-

vironment." This would replace
the present Interior Committee
and would possess all the juris-
dictions I've mentioned earlier
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so it can provide a comprehen-
sive energy policy.
2. The separation of the Edu-

cation and Labor Committee into
two separate committees.

3. The reconstruction of the
present Interstate and Foreign
Commerce Committee into anew
unit called "Commerce and
Health" which would control
health legislation, such as Medi-
care, Medicaid and nation health
plans, which currently are han-
dled by Ways and Means.

4. Three present committees
Post Office, Internal Security
and Merchant Marines & Fish-
eries will be abolished, and
their functions spread among the

, other units.
There is much more to the re-

form proposal, but I think the
basic theme is clear. If it is
adopted, House procedures will
be greatly streamlined and pub-
lic interest and confidence in our
work should be greatly increased.
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