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Associated Press

CINCINNATI | The Heimlich maneu-
ver, a well-known emergency technique 
for preventing suffocation when an 
airway becomes blocked by an object, 
is being taught to sixth-graders in a 
southwest Ohio school through a new 
curriculum that organizers eventually 
hope to roll out across the state and 
possibly the nation.

The Heimlich Heroes course teaches 
students the procedure and enables 
teachers to combine instruction in that 

safety technique with lessons in sub-
jects including language arts, math, sci-
ence and health.

The maneuver, which the now 
92-year-old Dr. Henry Heimlich has 
been credited with developing in 1974, 
involves abdominal thrusts applied to 
a choking person in an effort to lift the 
diaphragm and force air from the lungs 
to dislodge any object. Heimlich es-
timates the maneuver has saved more 
than 100,000 choking victims in the 
United States 1974, The Cincinnati En-
quirer reported.

The doctor helped get the new course 
started recently at Bethany School, a 
private elementary school in the Cin-
cinnati suburb of Glendale. About 30 
sixth-graders are involved in the pilot 
program.

Heimlich told those students he de-
veloped the maneuver after reading ac-
counts of people choking in restaurants, 
with many of them dying.

The doctor said he began experiment-
ing on a laboratory dog, placing a tube 
down its throat and jamming a piece of 
meat in the tube. Heimlich reassured 
the students that the dog was asleep and 
was not harmed.  

Ohio students learn Heimlich 
manuever in new course 
SIXTH-GRADERS IN SOUTHWEST OHIO LEARN TECHNIQUE 
IN NEW CURRICULUM PLANNED FOR WIDER USE

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio | Ohio’s tour-
ism director says the proposed new 
model for funding tourism market-
ing would make Ohio more compet-
itive in the region as it lures visitors.

Republican Gov. John Kasich’s 
proposal would double that alloca-
tion to $10 million and pay for tour-
ism marketing campaigns through 
growth in sales-tax revenue, instead 
of allotments from the state’s gen-
eral revenue fund.

“We are in a competitive regional 
market,” Ohio tourism director 
Amir Eylon tells The Columbus Dis-
patch. “The purpose of this would 
be to make us more competitive. ... 
Everyone’s working to beef up our 
investment.”

The proposal would limit fund-
ing to $10 million, which is roughly 
the average tourism budget among 
Ohio and its five neighboring states, 
according to the U.S. Travel Asso-
ciation.

“We’ll take a look at what we 
can do at that level, and if it makes 
sense, continue conversation from 
there,” Eylon said.

Ohio’s spending still would trail 
tourism budgets of $11.8 million 
in Kentucky and $27.4 million in 
Michigan, whose national television

Tourism chief: 
Funding plan 
makes Ohio 
competitive

HOPKINSVILLE | A western Ken-
tucky mayor is pushing to ban smok-
ing in public places.

Dan Kemp says Hopkinsville is the 
largest city in the state that hasn’t 
passed such a ban and he wants to 
change that. Kemp told the Kentucky 
New Era that he will present an ordi-
nance to the city council next month 
that would ban indoor smoking at 
public places such as restaurants.

Kemp says the ordinance is mod-
eled after one passed by the city of 
Bowling Green. He says if council 
members ratify a ban, it could be put 
into effect as early as July 1.

He says residents and business 
owners should call council members 
and voice their opinions because it 

could sway the vote on the issue.
Kemp says he plans to present the 

ordinance on May 24 and hopes the 
council will vote on it on June 5.

He said there are exemptions — 
such as for private clubs and tobacco 
stores — but bars are included.

Officials in Hopkinsville have 
mulled a smoking ban for years, but 
Kemp said he thinks the timing is 
right for a ban to pass because sur-
veys and polls show support for the 
measure. 

In addition, Kemp said he’s re-
ceived mostly positive comments 
about the proposal from businesses. 

Ky. mayor pushes smoking ban

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio | Admirers of the 
first woman to fly solo around the world 
are raising money to install a bronze, 
life-sized statue of her in her central 
Ohio hometown.

Geraldine “Jerrie” Mock’s historic 
flight ended in Columbus 48 years ago, 
and supporters plan to honor her with 
the statue at a history center in Newark.

Mock, 86, told The Columbus Dis-

patch she’s surprised by the plan.
“I guess I don’t think about women 

and statues,” she said. “They’re for gen-
erals or Lincoln.”

Mock now lives in Quincy, Fla., but 
her sister Susan Reid remains in Newark 
and believes that people had largely for-
gotten about Mock’s accomplishment 
and that the local honor is overdue.

“I never gave it a thought that she 
wouldn’t be successful,” Reid said. “We 
knew she was a great pilot, lots of guts. 

And this was a pretty gutsy thing to do.”
Media in the 1960s had described 

Mock, who first flew at age 12, as a “pe-
tite Bexley housewife” as her adven-
ture was tracked by people around the 
world who wanted to see if she could 
accomplish the feat Amelia Earhart 
attempted as she disappeared over the 
ocean. 

First female to fl y globe solo to get statue in Ohio hometown

OHIO RIVER BRIDGE REOPENS 
AHEAD OF SCHEDULE

MILTON | An Ohio River bridge 
connecting Madison, Ind., and 
Milton, Ky., has reopened ahead of 
scheduled.

Explosives took down approach 
ramps to the U.S. 421 bridge last week 
as part of its replacement project. 
The bridge was expected to be closed 
through the weekend, but a statement 
from the Kentucky Department of 
Highways says the bridge reopened at 
11:59 p.m. Saturday after temporary 
ramps were connected.

A vehicle length restriction of 36 
feet is now in effect for the bridge 
because the temporary ramps have a 
limited turn radius. The current 3-ton 
weight limit remains in place. — AP

KY. BOY INJURED BY 
HOME-MADE ZIP LINE

LONDON | A southern Kentucky 
teen has suffered severe injuries after 
getting tangled in a home-made zip 
line.

Laurel County Sheriff John Root 
said in a statement that deputies are 
investigating after being called out 
Saturday to a residence near London 
where children were playing on a 
home-made zip line. The statement 
said the zip line had been rigged so 
that children could hold on to the line 
and slide to the ground.

It said the 13-year-old apparently 
got the line tangled around his neck 
and suffered severe injuries before 
others were able to pull him free. The 
child, who was not identified, was 
airlifted to the University of Kentucky 
Medical Center in Lexington where he 
was listed in critical condition. — AP

MAN FOUND DEAD IN 
BURNING HOME

PAINTSVILLE | An eastern Ken-
tucky man is dead and a firefighter 
injured after a blaze at a residence in 
Johnson County.

Kentucky State Police say dispatch-
ers received a call early Sunday about 
the blaze at a home in Paintsville. 
When fire crews responded, they 
found 46-year-old John W. Meade 
inside the home. Police say Meade 
was taken to a local hospital, where 
Johnson County Coroner JR. Frisby 
pronounced him dead.

Police said a Paintsville firefighter 
suffered fire-related injuries and is 
being treated in the intensive care unit 
at Cabell-Huntington Hospital in 
West Virginia.

Police say the blaze is under inves-
tigation. No other information was 
immediately released. — AP

HOUSE FIRE, CROWD PROBLEMS 
MAR OHIO U STREET PARTY

ATHENS, Ohio | Authorities say no 
one was injured in a house fire that 
cut short an annual street party near 
the Ohio University campus in south-
east Ohio.

It wasn’t clear what started the 
fire around 7 p.m. Saturday, abruptly 
ending an event that often stretches 
into the early morning hours.

Firefighters extinguished the blaze 
as police cleared the street. Media 
outlets report Athens Mayor Paul 
Wiehl (WEYE’-uhl) declared a riot, 
and police with extra protective gear 
forced the crowd away from the scene.

The city’s deputy service-safety di-
rector tells radio station WOUB peo-
ple in the crowd had thrown bottles at 
emergency responders. Police made 
about 20 arrests during the event.

It came a week after police in riot 
gear dispersed crowds near Kent State 
University to break up a street party. 
— AP

TERRY PRATHER, THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT
Runners and walkers started their 5K run/walk Saturday morning near Limestone Landing in Maysville. The annual Buffalo Trace Children’s Advocacy Center hosted the event to call awareness to child abuse.

DARRIN PHEGLEY, ASSOCIATED PRESS
DARIUS MILLER STOPS BY | Former Kentucky basketball guard Darius Miller, center, 
autographs merchandise as pictures are snapped and more merchandise is passed in 
front of him after his arrival at Barry’s Pharmacy in Henderson, Saturday. Miller signed his 
name on basketballs, T-shirts and a variety of other Kentucky memorabilia for store em-
ployees and for charity items in a back room before heading into the store to shoot a quick 
commercial for the pharmacy and visit with the hundreds of fans lined up to see him.
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