
As of  Wednesday, 14 resi-
dents of  the West Liberty
area remained unaccount-
ed for, said Trooper Elliott
Gollihue, a spokesman for
the Kentucky State Police.
Of  those, six lived in homes
flattened by the twister, he
said.
Authorities were still lim-

iting access to West Liberty
on Wednesday. Police and
Kentucky National Guard
troops were manning
checkpoints and allowing
only residents, business
owners and others with le-
gitimate business in the
city to pass. Gollihue said
the goal was to keep out
looters and sightseers.
He said the KSP also was

maintaining “constant
roaming patrols” in West
Liberty and the agency had
adopted a “zero tolerance”
policy with regard to loot-
ing.
“If  we catch anyone do-

ing it, they will be jailed and
prosecuted to the fullest ex-

tent of  the law,” he said.
Gollihue said KSP troop-

ers from the Morehead post
had arrested a man for al-
legedly obtaining relief
supplies from the Red Cross
under false pretenses. He
said the suspect had been
charged with second-de-
gree robbery.
Beshear also said he was

notified by the White House

on Tuesday evening Mor-
gan and six other Kentucky
counties had been approved
for federal disaster aid.
Field assesment teams
from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
were setting up shop in
West Liberty on Wednes-
day.
The other counties affect-

ed by the disaster declara-

tion are Johnson, Kenton,
Laurel, Lawrence, Menifee
and Pendleton. It’s antici-
pated additional counties
will be added as damage as-
sessments are completed,
the governor said.
The disaster declaration

means storm victims in
Morgan and the other affect-
ed counties are eligible for
financial assistance
through FEMA as well as
low-interest loans through
the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration. Residents
with storm damage must
register with FEMA to be-
gin the process of  determin-
ing their eligibility, said Jim
Homstad, a spokesman for
the agency.
Registration can be done

one of  three ways — by call-
ing (800) 621-3362 (FEMA) or
(800) 462-7585 for hearing-
impaired callers; visiting
disasterassistance.gov; or
by Web-enabled mobile de-
vice at m.fema.gov. The toll-
free phone lines are avail-
able from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
FEMA grants are intend-

ed to cover uninsured or un-
der-insured losses. “By law,
FEMA cannot duplicate in-

surance,” Homstad said.
The grants have a ceiling
$30,000, with amounts deter-
mined by FEMA assessors.
The tornadoes left thou-

sands of  Licking Valley
RECC customers in Mor-
gan and five other counties
without electricity, but
crews have worked fever-
ishly during the past sever-
al days, and tremendous
progress has been made to-
ward getting power re-

stored, said Kerry Howard,
general manager of  the co-
operative.
As of  Wednesday, fewer

that 300 of  the co-op’s cus-
tomers were still in the
dark, Howard said. Howev-
er, he noted that figure did
not include destroyed busi-
nesses and homes.
After the storms blew

through, Licking Valley
had more than 8,000 out-
ages, Howard said.
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Dorcas Burton stands in front of the remains of her shop,
The Primitive Homestead. Burton and her daughter rode out
Friday’s twister in a van.

An angel statue is displayed in the window of a downtown
West Liberty business.

she said.
By Wednesday another

center of  community re-
sponse was the Father Beit-
ing Appalachian Mission
Center, already set up for
everyday relief  efforts such
as providing basic house-
hold needs and minor re-
pairs. A steady stream of
volunteers dropped off  van-
loads and pickuploads of
food, water, clothing, clean-
ing supplies and personal
hygiene items, which the
students unloaded, sorted
and put on shelves for later
distribution.
Among the things they

unloaded were two sorting
tables the high school shop
class had made that morn-
ing. Shop class members al-
so have opted to forego an

upcoming skills competition
and will use the entry mon-
ey for household improve-
ment projects for storm vic-
tims.
Most of  the high school

students wore purple and
green, in honor of  their
classmate Samantha Wood,
14, killed when the wind
smashed her home. Those
were her favorite colors, they
explained.
The need to help brought

in others, like Donnie Saly-
ers of Zelda. Zelda was safe-
ly outside the path of  the
tornado but Salyers drove
his pickup to the center
Wednesday morning and of-
fered to haul supplies any-
where in the county.
Late in the morning he

came in for his second load
of the day, boxes of  food
bound for Cherryville Mis-
sionary Baptist Church,
which is being used as a dis-
tribution center.

People in that area can
call (606) 673-3979 to arrange
for supplies.
The church has turned

over most of  its Sunday
school rooms for storage of
supplies, according to relief
worker Elaine Frazier. They
are bracing for increased
needs once residents start
returning to their homes
from temporary quarters,
Frazier said.
Donations will be needed

for weeks, said Dominic
Capria, director of  opera-
tions at the Appalachian
Mission Center. “We’re get-
ting ready for the aftermath.
This is not going to be a two-
week thing or a three-week
thing.”
The center is at 332 River-

bend Road in Louisa. The
telephone number is (606(
638-0219.

MIKE JAMES can be reached at
mjames@dailyindependent.com
or (606) 326-2652.
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Pairs of shoes await distribution to storm victims.


