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By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Independent

CATLETTSBURG The Boyd County Fiscal
Court has requested an ordinance control-

ling political signs be drawn up for possible
approval.
Commissioner Carl Tolliver proposed an

ordinance that would limit the amount of
time political signs could be displayed on
county rights of way to six weeks before an
election and two weeks after an election.
It has yet to be written or voted on, but de-

tails of  such an ordinance were discussed
during a meeting Tuesday morning.
Tolliver said election season can be hard

for candidates, and many go out of town af-
ter an election and forget to take down signs
in a timely manner.

“What we’re trying to do is get people to
clean up their political signs,” he said.
“That’s what we want.”
Tolliver said the ordinance shouldn’t im-

pact business signs because political signs
are put out in greater quantities than signs
advertising businesses.
County Attorney C. Phillip Hedrick said

the county already has the authority to
clean up rights of way, but an ordinance is
required to make candidates responsible for
sign removal.
However, he told commissioners he antic-

ipates the ordinance could be challenged by

people who object to their signs being taken
down and it will be difficult to enforce.
“It’d be a lot easier to enforce in city limits

than it’s going to be in the rural part of the
county,” Hedrick said.
George Tussey brought up the topic on

Tuesday. He said he also called attention to
the issue during a previous election.
“I have an issue with people that put the

signs up wherever they want to,” he said.
Tussey said while political signs aren’t

currently a big problem, they do create a
distraction for drivers when they are placed

Fiscal court eyes political signage
Boyd ordinance
would limit
display time

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

WEST LIBERTY Gov. Steve
Beshear on Wednesday said
he felt certain the town of
West Liberty would rebound
from the tornado that essen-
tially wiped it on Friday,
even though he said the
process is likely to take
years.
Beshear, who was touring

storm-damaged areas of the
state with a delegation of
lawmakers representing
those areas, said the nearest
parallel to West Liberty’s sit-
uation was what happened
to the city of  Brandenburg.
The Meade County city was
destroyed by an EF-5 torna-
do during the “Super Out-
break” of  1974, the second-
largest tornado outbreak in

a 24-hour period on record
and the same one that
spawned the twister that

devastated Xenia, Ohio.
“It took some time” for

Brandenburg to recover, the
governor said, “but there’s a
town of Brandenburg there
today.”
“This is the long haul,”

Beshear said of  the current
state of affairs in West Liber-
ty. “It’s going to take awhile,
and it’s going to take great
effort on everyone’s part.
But we’re going to get
there.”
The governor also noted

basic and city and county
government functions had
been restored and were oper-
ating again just four days af-
ter F-3 storm that left few
buildings undamaged in the
city’s downtown business
district. The West Liberty
Municipal Building and the
Morgan County Courthouse

were essentially destroyed.
A new judicial center under
construction adjacent to the
old one and about two-thirds
complete also was heavily
damaged.
The city is conducting op-

erations from two mobile
units set up behind the mu-
nicipal building, West Liber-
ty City Councilman Mark
Walter said.
“We’re doing business as

usual, to a certain extent,”
he said.
Beshear said West Liberty

and Salyersville were the
two areas of  the common-
wealth where tornado dam-
age was most concentrated.
The degree of devastation in
other counties was just as
severe, but it was more rural
and therefore, more wide-
spread, he said.

The statewide death toll
from the storms stood at 22
on Wednesday. Given the de-
gree of destruction, Beshear
said it was somewhat mirac-
ulous more didn’t perish.

Six of  the fatalities were
in Morgan County. Five oc-
curred in the county and
one in the city.

‘This is the long haul’
Governor tours tornado-ravaged areas,
says he’s confident of West Liberty rebound

Alisa Burnett, left, and her
friend, Layne Hazel of
Nicholasville, embrace out-
side Burnett’s heavily dam-
aged flower shop in down-
town West Liberty.
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Gov. Steve Beshear speaks to the media in storm-stricken
West Liberty on Wednesday.
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Willie Bailey, right, and other family members pick up debris scattered by the storm in the Chapman area of Lawrence
County.

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

CHAPMAN Standing in
front of  what is left of  his
brother’s house Wednesday,
Willie Bailey pointed to the
following:
‰the splinters of his own

trailer next door, its twisted
frame on the ground 20 feet
away.
‰the blue tarp draped

where the roof should be on
the house of  his parents,
Fred and Donna Bailey.
‰his grandmother’s

house, also roofless.
‰the remains of  his fa-

ther-in-law’s house several
feet away from where it was
Friday afternoon.
Those and a few other

similarly ravaged dwellings
are all that is left in what
was a peaceful hollow on Ky.
2037 in rural Lawrence
County, a hollow occupied
mostly by the extended Bai-
ley family.
Peaceful, at least, until a

tornado tore through on Fri-
day, flattening the trees on
the hillsides, stomping
homes into the ground and
scattering debris like confet-
ti.
Bailey wasn’t there when

ONE FAMILY’S ORDEALONE FAMILY’S ORDEAL

Rural Lawrence
peace rocked by
twister’s rampage

The Independent and the North-
east Kentucky Chapter of the Amer-
ican Red Cross are joining forces to
help victims from last week’s torna-
does that swept through Morgan,
Lawrence, Johnson and Martin

counties.
The plan is to make the Tornado

Relief  Fund much like the Needy
Families Fund, which brings help to
low-income families during the holi-
days. The Tornado Relief  Fund will

be active through the end of  the
month.
Vicki James of  the Boyd County

Chapter of the American Red Cross
said she admires the resiliency and
genorosity of  the area in times of

need.
“It doesn’t amaze me because I’ve

seen it here before,” she said. “Peo-
ple were calling the night it hap-
pened asking ‘What can we do?’

Group gives $10K to start fund
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