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Weigh in on this paper’s poll question at
www.kystandard.com:

Should the county hold on to
the old library building for
future use or sell it?
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Warren,Waltz named 2011 Man and Woman of the Year 
STAFF REPORT

It was a night to honor
those who had given back to
the community they call
home.

The Bardstown-Nelson
County Chamber of
Commerce annual meeting
Friday played host to a num-
ber of awards including
2011 Man and Woman of
the Year, Bardstown-Nelson
County Hall of Fame
inductee, Chamber
Ambassador of the Year and
the Standard
Communications Ron

Filkins 2011 Volunteer of
the Year.

Johnny Warren, manag-
ing artistic director of the
Stephen Foster Drama
Association, received the
Man of the Year award while
Mechelle Waltz, vice presi-
dent of PNC bank, was
named the Woman of the
Year. Carolyn Goodman,
former extension agent for
Nelson County, was induct-
ed into the Hall of Fame.
Marcia Clark was named the
Chamber Ambassador of the
Year and Margaret Sims was
honored with the Volunteer

of the Year award.

Man of the Year
In the spring of 1999,

Warren auditioned for the
“Stephen Foster Story.” At
the first rehearsal, Warren
said he met and fell in love
with the woman who would
later become his wife —
Jennifer Warren.

“I also fell in love with the
‘Stephen Foster Story’ and
Bardstown and Nelson
County,” Warren said while
accepting his award.

Warren was presented the

2011 Man of the Year award
by last year’s recipient, Dick
Heaton.

“Whereever Johnny is, he
is promoting Stephen Foster
and Bardstown and Nelson
County,” Heaton said.

As managing artistic
director of the Stephen
Foster Drama Association,
Warren’s accomplishments
during 2011 include an
increase in attendance of the
53rd season of “The Stephen
Foster Story” and producing
and directing the company’s
most successful second
show, “The Wizard of Oz.”

That cast included 62 chil-
dren from the area and the
show sold out five of its 10
performances. The Live at
the Park concert series also
included a sold-out perform-
ance by The Band Perry as

well as well-attended con-
certs by other popular per-
formers. Warren also
achieved success with the
association’s largest
fundraisers, the Beautiful
Dreamer Ball and Opening
Night of “The Stephen
Foster Story.” Also, the
newly established Drama
Camp for children interested
in the theater and the arts
was also a success.

Warren became manag-
ing artistic director in 2010
following more than 10

See AWARDS, page A11

Mayor appoints
interim fire chief
JAMES CALVERT
jcalvert@kystandard.com

There was standing room only Thursday night as more
than 20 firefighters from the Bardstown-Nelson County Fire
Department sat in the audience at Bardstown City Council
Chambers to find out who would be the new
chief of the Bardstown-Nelson County Fire
Department.

Marlin Howard was named interim chief,
replacing Anthony Mattingly, who had been
chief since 2005.

The selection echoes a recent vote by fire-
fighter that put Howard in charge over
Mattingly. The problem, however, was that
Mattingly had been appointed by the city.
Mattingly was the chief of the city fire depart-
ment while Howard was the chief for the
Bardstown-Nelson County Fire Department, commonly
referred to as the “corporation.” The corporation is an non-
profit, independent unit consisting of volunteers outside the
jurisdiction of the city.

The two departments share space, equipment and volun-

Armed robber pleads
guilty; faces up to 13 years
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

A man has pleaded guilty in the armed robbery of a
Bloomfield drugstore in October. 

William Ryan Keeton, 35, Harrodsburg, was scheduled to
go to trial Jan. 30, but on Tuesday elected
instead to plead guilty on charges that could
earn him up to 13 years in prison. 

Keeton entered Snider Drug in downtown
Bloomfield the morning of Oct. 10, 2011,
and demanded drugs. He reportedly told
employees that he had a gun in his duffel bag.
A Kentucky State Police trooper pursued his
car into Anderson County, where he crashed
and attempted to flee on foot before being
arrested, according to police reports. 

Keeton has yet to be sentenced. He will
face up to 13 years in prison for first-degree robbery, along
with sentences to be served concurrently for first-degree
fleeing/evading police (vehicle), a charge carrying up to five
years; first-degree fleeing/evading police (on foot), carrying

JAMES CALVERT
jcalvert@kystandard.com

Discussing how to make
the country a better place
rather than bickering over
partisan politics was the
reason for his visit, U.S.
Rep. Brett Guthrie told a
large audience at the
Nelson County Fiscal
Courtroom during his lis-
tening session Thursday.
But as session progressed,
partisan politics dominated
the conversation between
Guthrie and Nelson
County residents and offi-
cials.

“I want to show you
from the House perspec-
tive, not necessarily from
the Republican perspective
because I’m not here to
talk Republicans and
Democrats; we’re here to

talk country,” Guthrie said.
“But I do want to lay out
what our case is for how I
think we can make the
country a better place to
live.”

Guthrie’s visit to
Bardstown was one of 21
listening sessions he had in
his Second Congressional
District in January. 

Guthrie said there were
two types of spending in
Washington; discretionary
and entitlement.

“About a third of the
budget is discretionary, and
the other two-thirds are
entitlement programs,” he
said. “I know people are
paying into Social Security
and Medicare. They’re not
welfare programs —
they’re entitlement.”

Spending on national
parks, water and sewer,

road improvements and the
military are funded by dis-
cretionary spending and
half of discretionary
spending goes to the mili-
tary, he said.

Guthrie said less tax
money was coming in to
fund Social Security than
was going out.

Guthrie said food stamp
programs, free/reduced
lunch, welfare programs,
foreign subsidies and Pell
grants are examples of
entitlement programs.

“When they passed the
bill, the money was appro-
priated in the bill when
they passed Medicare in
the 1960s, it basically says
when you are 65 years old,
you are entitled,” Guthrie
said.

Guthrie said entitlement
programs add money to

what Congress spends in
discretionary funds for the
year. In 2013, discretionary
spending would be $1.043
trillion.

“What I’m getting at, if
we got rid of all (discre-
tionary) spending, we
would just balance the
budget because the money
has really just been spent
on entitlement programs,”
Guthrie said.

Guthrie said he wanted
to replace the current
Medicare plan with a pro-
gram such as a federal
employee health plan.

“If we don’t do it, think
about it, in 30 years 100
percent of federal revenues
will be Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid,
which 80 percent of
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See CHIEF, page A12 JAMES CALVERT/The Kentucky Standard

Congressman Brett Guthrie said President Barack Obama's plan to balance the federal budget in 30 years
would not work.

Partisan politics emerge during listening session

See GUTHRIE, page A10
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