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Jenkins and the Gfeat Consolidation Coal Company

Some of the

The Consolidation Coal Com-

pany acquired early in 1911 100,-00- 0

acres of coal land from North-

ern Coal & Coke Co. To develop

this property two raih-oad- s were
necessary; one of these, the L.

& E. Ry. on the Kentucky river
ide running from Jackson to

McRobcrts, was started in 1910,

and the other, the Sandy Valley

& Elkhorn from Shelby Junction
to Jenkins, was started in March

1911.

Simultaneously with the be-

ginning of the railroad construc-

tion preparations w?re made to

open mines, To open the mines
""many other things were neces-

sary. Houses had to be built to

accommodate the workmen,
tores, had to be opened to fur-nisfffo- od

and clothes, meat and
ice had to be provided, and ar-

rangements made to transport
the enormous amount of material
used fr buildings,

k - -- The first plans called for the
the opening of eight mines on j

ElkhornCreek and six on Wrights
Fork of Kentucky River; ar
rangements were made to build j

1.000 buildings at once. Sawmills j

were set to work, a brick plant
erected, a lime kiln put up, large
planing mills together with . a
modern dry kiln were installed,
and arrangements made to man-

ufacture everything on the
ground that would be used in
building except cement, nails,
plaster, glass and roofing.

The health of the community
. 'was given full consideration,

houses were constructed with
large rooms, plenty of windows,

and lots of breathing space. For
water supply a concrete reservoir
holding 1,200,000 gallons was

m

. built in the mountains to impound

. the water coming from a famous
' limestone spring, large water

mains laid, and complete water
tystem with fire plugs, etc., for
fire protection put in.

Men Higher Up

To assure a supply of water
for the power plant a large con-

crete dam was built near mouth
of Little Elkhorn. This dam 45

feet high impounds 70,000,000
gallons of water, making a lake
of considerable proportions. On
the shore of this lake a boulevard
has bcn built fronting which
the company has seen fit to build
modern houses for the comfort
of the men in charge of its oper-

ations. These houses arc com-

plete in every detail, with mod-

ern bath rooms and hot water
heat, The Club House with its
shower baths, billiard tables,
bowling alleys, etc., is the homo
of the young men, and Letcher
county can well be proud of the
men it contains as well as the
building.

The work accomplished at
Jenkins can better be appreciated
by the illustrations. Seven mines
are ready,, together with tipples,
shops, tracks, powerhouses, etc.
all in shape to loadcoal; three
hundred houses finished and oc

cupied, two thousand men at
work; they and their families
living in comfort where nine
months ago it would have been
impossible to take care of more
than a dozen.

A Y. M. C. A.- - is in operation
giving opportunity for innocent
amusement, with an auditorium
in which are held religious ser-

vices every Sunday. Also a hos-Dit- al

is equipped with modern
appliances and prepared to take
care of any emergency that
might arise.

Jenkins is nine months old and
is yet far from being full grown.
The large central power plani is
just begun, the main office build-

ing, to be of brick and stone, is
yet to be erected, a fifteen ton
ice plant is being built, aY.M.C,
A. building, a model bakery and
drugstore with a large lodge

room on second floor, those and

Handsome Residence of J. C. C.

Whitesburg,

many other buildings arc either
just started or to be starte"d.
Eight sawmills are in operation,
already 11,000,000 feet of lumber
has been cut and mills are cut-

ting at the rate of 1,500,000 feet
per month.

McRoberts, located on the
Kentucky river side, is still only

a camp but in a few weeks work
wiil begin there and it will soon
be a worthy second to Jenkins.

It will be several years before
Jenkins reaches her full growth
and from present indication,
when completed, she will be a
city of which any county in Ken-

tucky could well be proud.

Among those engaged in the
building of Jenkins the following
are the more prominent:.

John G. Smyth, the Manager,
was born in Wilkes-Barr- e, Pa.,
thirty-thre- e years ago. He en-

tered the employ of the Consoli-
dation Coal Co. as transitman in
the Engineering Department of
the West Virginia Division in
1901. In 1907 he became Chief

Mayo at Paintsville

Letcher County, Kentucky,

JOHN GORDON SMYTH

Manager Elkhorn Division Consolida-
tion Coal Company

Engineerjof haJiyJsjojijinJ
served in that capacity until 1909

when he was selected as Man-
ager of the company's new de-

velopment at Van Lear. He did
his work so well at Van Lear
that his superior officers did not
hesitate in their selection of a
man to take charge of the work
in the Elkhorn field. Mr. Smyth
came to Jenkins about May 1,
1911, and since, then has per-

formed wonders in the way of
perfecting and then handling an
efficient organization of one of
the most colossal undertakings
in the way of coal develoDment
ever attempted in America. Mr.
Smyth is a man of unusual busi-

ness ability, and h's keen insight
into the very heart of things, his
quick and decisive action in
"lining things out", his brevity,
reserve and neat knack in keep
ing his o.vn counsel in spite of
his spirit,
are most notable of the many
personal characteristics of this
man John Gordon Smyth. Mr.
Smyth's economic use of his
time is remarkable. Besides
directing die many and varied
departments in the upbuilding of
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Jenkins he finds time for U.o cn.
diafside of life and in" ' this ' ca-

pacity he is a leading spirit
social events wholesome

and pleasurable.
Jonathan Jenkins, General Su-

perintendent, has been with the
Consolidation for the past 28
years. Is a native of Marland;
graduated from Ohio State Uni-
versity School of Mines in 1891

and since has been General Mine
Foreman in Maryland, Superin-
tendent at Van Loar and is now
in charge of the operation at
Jenkins. While the town of Jen-

kins was not named after its
General Superintendent, Mr.
Jenkins feels that he must live

j up to the name, which means
"hustle" and excell.

i L. B. Abbott, Chief Engineer,
lis a native of Pennsylvania and
' graduate of Lehigh University
j class of 1900. He was employed
j in the Engineering Department
jof the Lehigh Valley Coal Co. at

Wilkes-Barr- e until 1904 when he
; entered the employ of the Con-- j'

solidation Coal Co. as Chief En-- !
glneer of Maryland division. He

j came to Jerkins May 1, 1911. He
. has built up a competent depart

And Some ThingsAccomplished

ment. His division engineers
arc C.G.Evans, Jerome McCrys-ti- e

and Geo. Zimmerman. The
pictures in the. Jenkins section of
the Industrial Eagle were taken
by Mi'.Evans.

W. H. Price, Supt. ef Mines
Nos.201, 202, 203 and 204. is a
native of Pennsylvania and has
been connected with coal mines
all his life. He is the type of
man who thinks, and with each
thought scratches his head one
look thereat will convince anyone
that he thinks very often.

W. J. Cristopher, Supt. Mines
Nos.205, 206 and 207, is a native
of Johnstown, Pa. Has served
apprenticeship as trapper, driver,
miner, mine foreman and Super-
intendent. He is a good Meth-
odist and of great value to the
local church.

A.W. Kinzer, Local Auditor in
charge of the Accounting Dept.,
has been with the company in the
Pennsylvania Division for ten
years. He is known as a man of
methods active and alert of
the kind that counts for progress.
i W T.S. Hand, Ass't Local Au-
ditor, is a natWc o Baltimore
and was one of the first to arrivi
on the ground of the new city.
He has from the beginning made
it a point to be familiar with ev-

ery detail of the development.

Upon the broad shoulders of
O.F.Jenkins, Chief Clerk to the
Manager, rests the grave re-

sponsibility of dealing out con-

tentment all 'round. He points
the silver lining to whatever lit-

tle cloud that may befog the vis-

ion of the newcomer. He solves
his problem by a simple rule.
"The way to have a friend is to
be one," in other words "Keep
smiling." Mr. Jenkins is a na-

tive of West Virginia and started
out as a country school teacher
and later took an engineering
course at University of Wes:
Virginia. He entered the em-

ploy of the Consolidation in 1903
and has risen rapidly. Mr. Jen-
kins is interested in all that is
best in Jenkins, is Superintend
ent of the Sundayshooland is in-

valuable to the community.
M.A.Dunlap, Land Agent and

Property Engineer, is a native
Virginian but has been in this
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county so long that he consid6rs
himself a native. He has been
with the northern Coal & Coke
Co. sfnee 1901, camped at mouth
of Goodwater in "the old days
when rattlesnake was sered as
regular diet, knows everyone in
this part of the county- - and is
known to all as one of the fair-
est, squarest men the county
contains. He and his wife and
baby were the first to come in,
when the order was given to
start surveys, and arc the real
pioneers.

P. H. Flaherty, Superinten-
dent of the Power & Mechanical
Department is an old and trus-
ted employee of the Consolida-
tion. He is a native of Parkers-bur- g,

W. Va; entered the servi-
ces of the Monongah Coal & Coke
Company at Monongah, W. Va,
in 1890, and since that time has
been in charge of innumerable
mechanical and electrical instal-
lations. What "Pat" can't fix
in the mechanical and electrial
line can't be fixed.

L, Hancock, Superintendent of
Brick Plant, is a native of EngX
land. Mr. Hancock is a .practi-
cal Brick man" having madu
brick on the other side. He is
now about ready to start the new
Shale Plant.

J. C. Hunsaker, the genial
ind efficient store manager, is
ilways on the job ready to dole
out some of his wares, if you
lave the cash or script. Mr.
Hunsaker will shortly mo ve his
department into the large, new
Store, erected at great cost by
the Company. He was connect-
ed with the merchandise depart-
ment of this Company in the
Fairmont field for a number of
years.

J. C. Gaskill, Asst. Consult-
ing Engineer, became Mine Fore-
man at Montana Mine near Fair-
mont, W. Va., July, 1SS6. In
1893 was made Superintendent
of Montana Mine and in 1901

was made General Superintend-
ent of Consolidation Coal Co's
W. Virginia Division. In Aug-

ust 1909 Mr. Gaskill became
Ass't. Consulting Engineer of all
Divisions of Consolidation Coal

j
Company. Mr. Gaskill has de-- J

signed a great deal of the heavy

(Continued in Section 5 page 4)


