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38 yards for a TD, and added 
three PATs to push LCA past 
Corbin 21-14. And he provid-
ed the punctuation mark score 
in the Eagles’ dramatic 28-25 
escape at Harlan last week.

King has 13 receptions for 
369 yards and five TDs this 
year, along with a pick-six and 
six PATs.

“When you go back and 
figure out that one out of 
every four or five times he 
touches the ball, he finds the 

end zone, there’s not many 
guys you can say that about,” 
Coach Ray Graham said.

King, who also starts at 
safety and is one of LCA’s 
surest tacklers, has 4.5 speed 
and a nose for the football.

He showed both talents in 
getting his first varsity TD a 
year ago this week.

LCA was 0-3 when it went 
to Cincinnati Hills Christian  
Academy last September, and 
the Eagles trailed 3-0 in the 
closing seconds. But Adam 
Hilton blocked a punt, and 
King scooped it up and raced 
56 yards for a TD with five 

seconds left to give the Eagles 
a 6-3 victory.

“That was a fun touch-
down,” King said this week.

That play sparked King to 
a big sophomore season. He 
wound up with 37 catches for 
571 yards and seven TDs.

He’s been even more of 
difference-maker this year, 
although he’s still trying to 
improve his game.

“I see myself getting bet-
ter,” he said. “I come out ev-
ery day trying to get better 
with every single rep. I need 
to work on route-running, and 
I’m trying to get faster.”

Not many people expected 
LCA to be undefeated at this 
stage of the season, but the 
Eagles have shown a penchant 
for survival.

“We’ve won three games 
by the skin of our teeth,” Gra-
ham said. “We’ve won with a 
lot of heart, a lot of character 
and a lot of resilience. 

“We’re just a bunch of win-
ners.”

Led by the King of play-
makers.
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Speer are defensive special-
ists. Britt, who’s playing 
through some back pain, is an 
outside hitter.

Langston, like his players, 
thinks the victories over Ryle 
and Henry Clay have had a 
positive effect on this team.

“Playing Ryle and winning 
a five-setter gave us some con-
fidence going into the Henry 
Clay match,” he said.

“Against Henry Clay, the 
girls really lifted their game. 
Now they can see what they 
can do on the court, so it was 
very special to get that win.”

Not that the Generals will 
let the accomplishment slow 
their drive to improve. They 
haven’t been to the state tour-
nament in six years, and they 
lost to Henry Clay in last 
year’s region finals.

“We’ve still gotta practice 
harder because everybody 
else is going to get better, 
too,” King said. “Henry Clay 
is going to get better, so we’ll 

have to bring our game twice 
as hard next time.”

Lexington Catholic, mean-
while, knew it faced a chal-
lenge in Lafayette.  But Coach 
Mark McCloskey saw encour-
aging things from his relative-
ly inexperienced Knights.

“I thought we competed 
hard and our ball control was 
much better than it has been,” 
he said. “Cody Michaels, 
Catherine Young and Olivia 
Bodart all passed better.”

Olivia Carter and Abby 
James showed aggressiveness 
at the net, with Emma Iler 
setting them up.

“I think the match was 
closer than the score would 
indicate,” McCloskey said. 
“We’ve just got to get better 
at finishing plays.”
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Annie King (12) and Morgan Johnson (28) of Lafayette formed a wall to block Lexington Catholic’s Olivia Carter. “I think the match 
was closer than the score would indicate,” Knights Coach Mark McCloskey said. “We’ve just got to get better at finishing plays.”
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Lafayette’s Annie King (12) and Chandler Kinley slapped hands 
after the victory. “We’ve still gotta practice harder because 
everybody else is going to get better, too,” said King, a senior.

beyond the NCAA’s 20-hour 
limit, even driven a player 
to tears when he was forced 
to practice after the team 
medical staff said the player 
was suffering from stress 
fractures.

Hmm, stress fractures? 
Didn’t Patrick Patterson 
encounter stress fractures at 
UK when Gillispie was coach? 
Didn’t Jodie Meeks have a 
mysterious injury that later 
was declared a sports hernia?

Didn’t Derrick Jasper 
continue to practice and play 
after having microfracture 
surgery on his knee even 
though he walked with a 
pronounced limp?

Each new accusation out 
of Lubbock only serves to 
make UK’s former hire look 
that much worse.

It raises old questions 
about how Kentucky could 
have been caught so unaware 
of Gillispie’s tactics. How did 
the school let its rush to snap 
up a hot coach keep it from 
doing the required homework?

Mitch Barnhart and Co. 
paid for that mistake two 
years later to the tune of $3 
million, the price of Gil-
lispie’s buyout on that memo-
randum of understanding.

Then Texas Tech repeated 
Kentucky’s mistake. It bought 
Billy G.’s song and dance 
that he had changed and the 
player-treatment stories and 
scurrilous rumors out of Lex-
ington were overblown.

“I’ve forced myself to be-
come educated in a lot of dif-
ferent areas because of some 
of the mistakes I’ve made,” 
Gillispie told the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram before being 
hired in Lubbock. “I think 
I’ve used my time wisely.”

Now, Gillispie is spend-
ing his time in a Lubbock 
hospital with what he says 
are heart attack and stroke 
symptoms, while the world of 
college basketball is making 
bets he will be fired sooner 
rather than later.

True, it’s a fine line 
coaches walk, the one be-
tween discipline and abuse, 
between motivation and just 
plain meanness. The best 
ones know how far they can 
go without crossing that line.

Still, there’s a reason 
Bob Knight isn’t coaching 
anymore and it’s not his age. 

Today’s best players don’t 
want to play for the type of 
coach who exercises power 
through fear and bullying. 

They don’t have to play 
for that kind of coach, either, 
because there are too many 
other good coaches out there 
who don’t follow in those 
worn-out footsteps.

Today’s players want a 
coach who will show them 
how to get better, not a 
coach who will make them 
play through a stress fracture.

That (mind) game is gone. 
It’s a different time now. And 
for the better.
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LUBBOCK, Texas — Texas Tech 

on Wednesday disclosed that it 
had reprimanded men’s basketball 
coach Billy Gillispie earlier this 
year after learning he was exceed-
ing NCAA practice-time limits.

Red Raiders Athletic Direc-
tor Kirby Hocutt said the school 
reported the secondary violations 
to the NCAA and the governing 
body approved the penalty. The 
letter of reprimand came in Janu-
ary and included language that 
there would be “no tolerance for 
disregard of rules,” Hocutt told The 
Associated Press.

The school is now investigating 
allegations that Gillispie mistreat-
ed players, Hocutt said.

Gillispie, 52, has been hospital-
ized since Friday and did not 
respond to a text message seeking 
comment Wednesday.

“If these allegations are proven 
to be true then I will be extremely 
upset and disappointed and will 
handle accordingly,” Hocutt said. 
He declined to say whether that 
could include Gillispie being fired.

CBSsports.com reported that 
Gillispie made players practice 
long hours, which led to injuries.

“It was pretty bad,” Jaron Nash, 
who transferred to North Dakota 
after last season, told CBSsports.
com. “A lot of guys were really 
hurt after it. One guy had a stress 
fracture in both legs.”

Hocutt said the penalty meant 
the team was docked twice the 
number of hours that Gillispie 
had exceeded during a two-week 
period in October or 12 hours and 
20 minutes. The NCAA allows 20 
hours of practice per week.

Hocutt said several players 
came to him Aug. 29 to discuss 
how they were being treated and he 
met with the entire team last Friday.
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Tech issued reprimand 
to coach after violation

didn’t stop the pass,” Coach 
Joker Phillips said. “We’ve got 
to be better.”

Junior Avery Williamson 
took his share of the respon-
sibility for the Cats’ defensive 
breakdowns. As the middle line-
backer, he’s in charge of making 
UK’s on-field adjustments.

“Sometimes I wasn’t mak-
ing the correct calls,” he said. 
“They got us in a hurry-up sit-
uation, lining up fast, so, really, 
I try to take the blame for it.”

He said he feels responsi-
ble to get UK lined up faster.

For now, the simple answer 
for Kentucky is to simplify 
the defense when the Cats 
face Kent State on Saturday 
at Commonwealth Stadium.

“We’re just trying to sim-
plify this week so I won’t be 
thinking as much and we can 

make more plays,” said Wil-
liamson, who had a game-high 
12 tackles last week against 
the Cardinals.

“Not having as many calls, 
not having to make as many 
calls. It’s a lot simpler to me, 
I feel like.”

The Cats will have to keep it 
simple for another reason, too. 
They plan to play a lot of their 
younger defensive players.

“There’s going to be some 
babies out there playing and 
younger,” Phillips said. “We’re 
going to line them up, play 
and make the adjustments 
very minimal.”

When asked who specifi-
cally would get the defensive 
nod, Phillips said true fresh-
man linebackers Khalid Hen-
derson and Pancho Thomas 
will see time. In the second-
ary, expect to see more from 
freshmen like Daron Blaylock, 
Fred Tiller and J.D. Harmon.

Sometimes it’s not as sim-

ple as putting in the young 
guy for the struggling vet-
eran, linebackers coach Chuck 
Smith said.

“You’re always looking for 
the right combination,” Smith 
said. “You’re shuffling guys 
here or there, moving guys 
up, around. You’re looking 
for the right combination, the 
right chemistry to put on the 
field at the same time.”

Sometimes, young players 
rise to the occasion when giv-
en the opportunity, he said, 
mentioning former UK star 
Danny Trevathan.

“About his sophomore 
year, he got thrown into ac-
tion and, ‘BOOM,’ there he 
goes; he’s an instant star,” 
Smith said of Trevathan, who 
led the Southeastern Con-
ference in tackles for two 
straight seasons. He had 82 
tackles in his sophomore sea-
son. “You never know what’s 
going to happen until they get 

a chance in the game.”
Last season, the offense 

struggled to replace big-play 
guys like Randall Cobb, Der-
rick Locke, Mike Hartline and 
Chris Matthews.

The defense is now expe-
riencing its own version of 
growing pains without Treva-
than, Winston Guy and Ron-
nie Sneed at linebacker, not to 
mention two veteran corners.

“We lost a ton of produc-
tion on the second level,” 
Minter said. “We’ve got to 
find out if we’ve got some 
guys who can make some 
plays. … We’ve got to give 
our other guys some playing 
time and find out what these 
young guys can do.”

Until all of the pieces fall 
into place, the veterans and 
the coaches are trying to stay 
positive.

“I know we’ve got a good 
team; I know we do,” Wil-
liamson said. “We work hard 

in the weight room. We’re tal-
ented up front, and we’ve got 
the guys to win games. We 
just have to keep telling our-
selves that.”

The simplest answer, the 
defensive coordinator said, is 
to forget the Louisville loss 
and move on to Kent State.

“Don’t let Louisville beat 
us twice,” Minter told his 
unit. “Don’t lose the next 
game because you’re still look-
ing back. …

“We are anxious to get 
back on the field and show 
we’re better than we played.”

Notes
The heat and humidity 

Wednesday morning coupled 
with what appears to be a 
stomach bug hitting the foot-
ball team was not a good com-
bination in practice, with sev-
eral players getting sick. But 
the team has to push through, 
Phillips said. “We don’t have 

time to worry about heat. 
We don’t have time to worry 
about a bug. We’ve got to con-
tinue to press on.”
■ A few poorly timed and 

worded tweets from freshmen 
(“Kids being kids, trying to 
be funny,” as Phillips put it) 
mean the head coach has in-
stituted a Twitter ban for the 
team both 24 hours before a 
game and 24 hours after it.
■ Injury updates: Safety 

Glenn Faulkner (ankle) is still 
5-6 weeks away from any kind 
of decision. Running back 
Josh Clemons (knee) is week 
to week and will not play Sat-
urday. Running back CoShik 
Williams and linebacker Josh 
Forrest are banged up as well 
and have not practiced this 
week, but probably will be 
available Saturday.
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