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Lexingtonian reaches ‘Ninja’ finals
Lexington resident Brendan Kelly has advanced to the national 

finals of the American Ninja Warrior reality TV competition.
Kelly, an All-America football player and track standout at the 

 University of the Cumberlands in Williamsburg, will face 99 other 
 athletes competing 
on a grueling obstacle 
course. 

Coverage of 
the  national finals, 
 previously recorded 
in Las Vegas, begins 
at 9 p.m. July 8 on 
G4 (Channels 143 and 
975 on Lexington’s 
Insight cable system). 
Broadcasts continue at 
9 p.m. Sundays on G4 
and 9 p.m. Mondays 
on NBC.

To qualify for the 
finals, Kelly turned in 
one of the top times in 
regional rounds. 
His qualifying 
performances, in 
Miami, were broadcast 
Sunday and Monday. 
He finished 10th in the 
Southeast finals.

American Ninja 
Warrior’s grand prize is 
$500,000.

Kelly, 22, is a Henry 
Clay High School graduate.

HERALD-LEADER STAFF REPORT

 Comedian-director Mel Brooks is 86. 
 Comedian-impressionist John Byner is 75.  Actress Kathy Bates is 64. 
 Actors John Cusack and Mary Stuart Masterson are 46. 
 Actress Tichina Arnold is 43.  Singer Kellie Pickler is 26.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:

June 27: 
Powerball: 6-34-40-46-58 6
Jackpot: $40 million

June 26: 
Mega Millions: 

3-16-23-35-36 20
Jackpot: $65 million; no winner

June 25: Decades of Dollars:
1-18-19-24-25-33

June 27: Day: Pick 3: 5-4-8
Pick 4: 1-4-7-3

Night: Pick 3: 0-8-6
Pick 4: 2-1-4-2

Cash Ball: 10-13-18-30 15

KY. LOTTERIES

POP! Your daily dose 
of entertainment HEALTH Your daily dose of 

how to stay well

Boise
90/55

Dallas
102/77

Chicago
101/78

Detroit
94/77

Washington, D.C.
93/75

Atlanta
94/70

New York
89/74

Bosto
85/68

Miami
89/76

Orlando
92/72

Kansas City
103/77

Houston
95/76

Omaha
98/74

Minneapolis
90/68

Fargo
89/64

Billings
90/60

Seattle
72/56

Portland
76/58

Phoenix
111/88

Denver
97/64

Honolulu
87/73

Anchorage
57/50

Fairbanks
62/53

Juneau
59/47

Salt Lake City
91/66

New Orleans
92/74

Las Vegas
106/81

San Francisco
67/52

Los Angeles
74/61 Albuquerque

97/71

Looking for great deals?

daily deals 
dramatic discounts

Shop local.

dealsaver.com/lexington

 The first new prescrip-
tion diet pill in 13 years 
won approval from the Food 
and Drug Administration on 
Wednesday, providing a new 
option for the roughly one-
third of American adults con-
sidered obese.

The drug, developed by 
Arena Pharmaceuticals of 
San Diego, has been known 
as lorcaserin and will be sold 
under the name Belviq by the 
American branch of the Japa-
nese pharmaceutical company 
Eisai.

Doctors who treat obesity 
and some patient advocates 
have argued there is a need 
for medicines to help people 
lose weight, something to 
plug a “treatment gap” be-
tween diet and exercise, 
which do not work for many 
people, and the more radical 
option of bariatric surgery.

Before Belviq’s approval, 
there was only one prescrip-
tion medicine — Roche’s 
Xenical — approved for long-
term use in weight loss.

The history of diet pills has 
been marked by many safety 
problems, which has made 
the FDA reluctant to approve 
new drugs. Belviq itself was 
turned down by the agency 
in 2010, but Arena came back 
with new data that assuaged 
some of the agency’s safety 
concerns.

“Obesity threatens the 
overall well-being of patients 
and is a major public health 
concern,” Dr. Janet Wood-
cock, director of the drug 
evaluation center at the FDA, 
said in a statement. “The ap-
proval of this drug, used re-
sponsibly in combination with 
a healthy diet and lifestyle, 
provides a treatment option 
for Americans.”

Belviq is the first drug to 
reach the market for Arena. 
The company’s stock has 
more than quintupled in the 
past year, with much of the 
gain coming since an advisory 
committee to the FDA recom-
mended approval of Belviq on 
May 10.

The share price had fallen 
in recent days and was down 
slightly Wednesday before 
trading was halted pending 
release of the news. When 
trading resumed, the price 
jumped 42 percent.

Arena said it was not 
clear when the drug would 
be available to patients and 
what it would cost. The Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
first must decide what level of 
controls to place on prescrib-
ing the drug because there 
might  be some potential for 
abuse.

Belviq provides only mod-
est weight loss, leading to 
some debate  as to how well 
the drug will sell.

In clinical trials, those who 

took the drug lost an average 
of about 6 percent of their 
weight after a year, meaning a 
person weighing 220 pounds 
— the average weight of those 
in the trials — would weigh 
207 pounds after a year. The 
patients in the trial who got a 
placebo lost about 2 percent 
to 3 percent of their weight.

Still, a smaller group of 
those treated, about 22 per-
cent, lost at least 10 percent of 
their body weight on the drug.

Belviq works by activating 
a receptor in the brain, called 
serotonin 2C, in a way that 
helps suppress appetite.

The main safety concern 
about Belviq is that it works 
somewhat similarly to fenflu-
ramine, a drug that was part 
of the popular fen-phen diet 
pill combination. It and a 
similar drug called dexfenflu-
ramine were withdrawn from 
the market in 1997 after they 
were found to damage heart 
valves.

The FDA said  Wednesday 
that it was satisfied that Bel-
viq was different enough from 
fenfluramine that it would not 
cause such problems. How-
ever, Arena committed to 
conducting six studies after 

the drug reaches the market, 
including one to see whether 
the drug increases the risk of 
heart attacks and strokes.

BELVIQ IS INTENDED TO FILL ‘TREATMENT GAP,’ MAKING WEIGHT LOSS EASIER

First diet pill OK’d in 13 years 
By Andrew Pollack

New York Times

Brendan Kelly of Lexington is vying 
with 99 others for a $500,000 prize.

GARY BOGDON | G4

Walter Tunis muses on music
in Central Kentucky and beyond
at his blog, “The Musical Box”

on LexGo.com.  
1190 E. New Circle Rd.
1-800-636-3212

Sat. 9am-4pm

Call Today!

ALLOWUS TO
MAKEYOUR
HOME THE
ENVYOF THE

NEIGHBORHOOD!

FREEESTIMATES!

WANTED!!
CUSTOMERS…


