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NBA DRAFT

“I want to go with 
the mentality of 

working hard, and 
be one of the best 

who ever played 
the game.”

Anthony Davis, former Kentucky star 
and projected No. 1 pick of the New 

Orleans Hornets
NEW YORK — As unlikely as it might seem, it was 

Craig Sager, whose flashy attire distinguishes his sideline 

reporting at NBA games, who made former Kentucky All-

American Anthony Davis realize his basketball dream was 

about to come true.

Sager played dream weaver simply by interviewing 

Davis and UK teammate Michael Kidd-Gilchrist in 

preparation for the NBA Draft on Thursday night.

Day Davis has 
dreamed about 
is finally here

EX-UK STAR EXPECTED TO JOIN WALL AS TOP PICK
By Jerry Tipton

jtipton@herald-leader.com

“It finally hit us,” Davis said Wednesday. 
“We’re actually here.”

Yes, Davis confirmed, Sager’s attire fit his 
loud-as-Times Square trademark.

“Oh, it was crazy,” Davis said before 
adding diplomatically, “but it looked nice, 
though.”

Speaking of trademarks, Davis also 
confirmed that he had sought to legally 
own the catchphrases that go along with his 
now-famous unibrow. The Christian Sci-
ence Monitor noted how the former UK star 
had followed the licensing footsteps of the 
New York Knicks’ brief sensation Jeremy 
Lin (“Linsanity”) and pro quarterback Tim 
Tebow (“Tebowing”).

“Actually, I had nothing to do with that, to 
be honest with you,” Davis said of trademark-
ing phrases dealing with the unibrow. “My 
parents and my agent just told me that they’d 
done it.”

Davis’ reaction?
“What are you 

talking about?” 
he said. “I didn’t 
know.”

His parents and 
agent told him “a 
couple days” after 
seeking to trade-
mark what became 
at UK his signature 
facial feature, Davis 
said.

When a reporter 
noted how others had benefited financially 
from eyebrow phrases while he played for 
Kentucky last season, Davis noted the differ-
ence now. “Let somebody else grow one,” he 
quipped.

To explain the unibrow phenomenon, 
Davis said, “It’s self-explanatory, I guess.”

He likened it to the Fear the Beard boom-
let that accompanied the pitching success of 
San Francisco Giants closer Brian Wilson in 
recent baseball seasons.

Of such phrases as Fear the Brow, Raise 
the Brow and Bow to the Brow, Davis said, 
“I’ve heard everything. I’ve heard it all.”

Davis continued to refuse to take it for 
granted that he will be the No. 1 pick in the 

See DRAFT, B5See NOTES, B5

NEW YORK — Former 
Kentucky player Michael 
Kidd-Gilchrist has two pri-
mary goals going into Thurs-
day night’s NBA Draft and 
beyond.

“Stay focused on my game,” 
he said Wednesday, “and my 

speech impediment.”
During his one season at  

UK, neither Kidd-Gilchrist 
nor reporters brought up the 
subject of a problem with 
speech. But long pauses in 
responses, sometimes with 
the player’s lower lip quiver-
ing, could not be missed. He 
also seemed to take comfort 

in holding an object in his 
hands while talking with the 
media. So it was no surprise 
that he held a water bottle as 
he talked with reporters here 
to cover the NBA Draft.

“It was my life,” Kidd-Gil-
christ said of what he called a 
speech impediment. “It’s me. 
I can deal with it.”

As the UK season un-

EX-CAT ADDRESSES SPEECH IMPEDIMENT

Kidd-Gilchrist anxious to learn draft fate
By Jerry Tipton

jtipton@herald-leader.com

See video of interviews of 
 Anthony Davis and Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist. 
Follow the draft tonight as it hap-
pens, complete with interviews of 
the players.

Michael 
Kidd-Gilchrist
said he wants 
to be a “one of 
a kind” player.

DRAFT NOTES

CINCINNATI — A sweep 
wasn’t in the cards. Homer 
Bailey, the Reds’ inconsistent 
starter, lasted less than five 
innings Wednesday. The Brew-
ers’ Zack Grienke pitched a 
strong six. Milwaukee salvaged 
the finale of a three-game set, 
doubling Cincinnati 8-4.

It was getaway day, actually. 
Bags packed, the Reds boarded 
a post-game plane bound for 
California. Three cities and 11 
games await before the All-Star 
break. The trip is not make-
or-break for the NL Central 
leader, but it’s surely important 
given a pair of nagging doubts 
considering the baseball club in 
Cincinnati.

No. 1 is the Cards. No. 2 

CARDS, BAKER REMAIN A CONCERN

Reds still in 
first, but doubt 

creeping in

See CLAY, B3
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No sweep: 
Brewers 
homer twice 
off Bailey, 
beat Cincin-
nati 8-4. 
Page B3

NASCAR WEEK AT KENTUCKY SPEEDWAY

Toyota’s 2013 NASCAR Sprint Cup Camry has been designed to look more like 
the Camrys that roll off the assembly line in Georgetown.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

The races may be about compe-
tition and entertainment, but the 
business of NASCAR is business.

For the car manufacturers who 
participate in Sprint Cup — Ford 

and Chevrolet, Dodge and Toyota 
— the essential point is using the 
visibility of racing to help sell street 
cars in showrooms.

The famous phrase “Win on Sun-
day, sell on Monday” gained traction 
for a reason.

Yet in recent years, the fear 
among NASCAR constituencies is 

NASCAR has new designs 
on car-buying audience

If Nelson Piquet Jr. shied 
away from using the word 

validation to 
describe his 
trip to Victory 
Lane at Road 
America last 
weekend, it 
might be be-
cause there is 
no one term 
to sum up 
the layers of 

emotion behind his milestone 
triumph.

Yes, he became the first 
Brazilian to win a race in one 
of NASCAR’s national series 
and yes, the former Formula 

One driver now has concrete 
proof he can make the daunt-
ing transition from the open-
wheel ranks.

More than all the obvious 
accolades that came with his 
win in the Nationwide Series 
road course test in Wisconsin 
last Saturday, Piquet took the 
most solace in knowing he not 
only has chosen the right path 
for his career, but is traveling 
down it in an ideal manner.

Though he is still seeking 

EX-F1 DRIVER HAPPY
LEARNING THE ROPES

Brazil’s Piquet fast, 
but he’s not rushing 

By Alicia Wincze Hughes
awincze@herald-leader.com
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THE RACES
Thursday: Camping World Trucks: 
UNOH 225, 8 p.m. (Speed)

Friday: Nationwide: Feed the Chil-
dren 300, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN2)

Saturday: Sprint Cup: Quaker 
State 400, 7:30 p.m.  (TNT)

MARK 
STORY

HERALD-LEADER 
SPORTS COLUMNIST

Piquet Jr.

NBA DRAFT
When: Thursday, 7:30 p.m.

Where: The Prudential 
Center in Newark, N.J.

TV: ESPN (Coverage begins 
at 7 p.m.)

Twitter: Follow staff writer 
@JerryTipton all evening 
live from Newark.

See Page B2 for the full 
draft order.


