
KY TRIVIA
In 1968, Georgia Davis Powers made 
state history by becoming both the 
first woman and the first black elect-
ed to the Kentucky Senate. Kentucky&
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Panel accuses 
ex-tourism 
chief of 
misusing funds

(AP) — The Executive 
Branch Ethics Commission 
is alleging that former Tour-
ism Commissioner Mike 
Cooper misused state re-
sources for his own fi nan-
cial gain.

The Lexington Herald-

Leader reports that the eth-
ics panel also alleged Mon-
day that Cooper failed to fol-
low personnel rules for trav-
el expenses, charged per-
sonal items to a state-issued 
credit card and conducted 
personal business while on 
approved state travel.

Cooper resigned in Feb-
ruary after the newspaper 
obtained documents in-
dicating Cooper allowed a 
state contractor to pay $735 
for meals, party tickets and 

other expenses in June 2011 
during an unauthorized trip 
to London, England.

The charges released 
Monday are based on an ini-
tial investigation that was 
begun in December.

No raises 
for FIS staff 
next year

Employees of Frankfort 
Independent Schools won’t 

get pay raises next year in an 
effort to save about $47,000.

Finance Director Te-
na Hartley said Monday 
that certifi ed and classifi ed 
staff would receive neither 
across-the-board pay raises 
nor so-called “step increas-
es” for another year’s expe-
rience.

The Frankfort Indepen-
dent Board of Education 
unanimously approved the 
salary proposal Monday. 

Hartley will present ad-

ditional details about the 
school district’s budget at an 
upcoming meeting.

2 GOP 
candidates 
take aim at 
political group

(AP) — Two Republican 
congressional candidates 
charged Monday that an in-
dependent political group is 

trying to buy a vacant seat 
for tea party darling Thom-
as Massie in Kentucky’s 4th 
District.

Massie is getting back-
ing from the group Liberty 
For All, which has invest-
ed $541,000 in TV ads to air 
during the fi nal days of the 
race.

The group is airing ads in 
Cincinnati and Louisville 
that boasts about Massie 
having small-town values 
and a conservative record. 
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Wilkinson Street School 
will be known as Capital City 
Preparatory when it moves to 
Frankfort High School next 
school year.

Superintendent Rich 
Crowe told school board 
members Monday that stu-
dents and staff at the school 
held a meeting to choose the 
name.

Crowe announced in Feb-
ruary that the school dis-
trict’s alternative program 
would relocate.

The dilapidated build-
ing will close at the end of 
the school year, and the 32 
students and six staff mem-
bers will move to three class-
rooms on the fi rst fl oor of the 
high school near the cafete-
ria, according to the plan.

The move to FHS is ex-
pected to save about $25,000 
in utility and transportation 
costs. The WSS building was 
recently listed as the fourth-
worst in terms of condition 
on a statewide assessment of 
public schools. 

Crowe says the arrange-
ment is temporary but will 
continue until city and coun-
ty school offi cials can devel-
op a new alternative school 
model. The programs split 
last year after Crowe an-
nounced WSS would no lon-
ger admit county students, 
citing fi nancial constraints.

A task force formed by 
local judges in December 
urged the Fiscal Court to act 
as a go-between on the con-
struction, renovation, pur-
chase or lease of a building to 
serve up to 150 at-risk teen-
agers from both the county 
and city school systems.

Negotiations between the 
systems are pending.

Wilkinson 
Street 
School 
gets name 
changeBY LAUREN HALLOW

LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

In an attempt to lower 
health insurance costs and 
build a healthier workforce, 
the Franklin County Well-
ness Committee may im-
plement a voluntary well-
ness program July 1 where 
employees can earn up to 
40 hours of paid time off for 
participating in wellness ac-
tivities. 

“Every year we see a huge 
increase in the premiums 
for health insurance,” Dep-
uty Judge-Executive Jennifer 
Wilson, who chairs the well-
ness committee, told The 
State Journal after Monday’s 
committee meeting. “If we 
can help one employee and 
prevent them from having a 
heart attack, then not only is 
that good for the employee 
but also for our health insur-
ance claims. Then we could 
keep our costs down and 
continue to provide benefi ts 
to our employees.”

Employees could earn 
time off for things like at-
tending wellness seminars, 
going to the gym or partici-
pating in a 5k. 

The wellness program 
would also include a free 
13-week smoking cessation 
program, sponsored by the 
Franklin County Health De-
partment. Participating em-
ployees would receive free 
nicotine patches, gum or loz-
enges, and those that com-
plete the program would 
earn four hours of paid time 
off, and four additional hours 
for each quarter they remain 
tobacco-free.

As part of the kick-off, 
complimentary wellness 
screenings and lipid profi les 
would be offered to each par-
ticipating employee. 

There will also be the 
“Weight Loss Challenge,” 
where participating employ-
ees would compete to see who 
could lose the most weight. 
Prizes would be awarded to 
the three who lose the larg-
est percentage of their start-
ing weight, and four hours of 
paid time off would be grant-
ed to each participant. 

The Sheriff’s Offi ce will al-
so offer a physical fi tness test 
that includes a 1.5-mile run, 
sit-up and push-up tests, 300-
meter run and a bench press 
test. Depending on what an 
employee scores, they could 
earn up to 16 hours of paid 
time off. 

Employees can only earn 
up to 40 hours of paid time 
off in one fi scal year. Unused 
“wellness hours” won’t roll 
over to the next year. 

The Wellness Committee, 
comprised of representatives 
from each county depart-
ment, has been meeting for 
the past several weeks to de-
sign a wellness program that 
would meet employees’ fi t-
ness and nutritional needs.

Wilson said she hopes to 
have the wellness program 
on the agenda for the next 
Fiscal Court meeting May 
24.

Wellness 
project may 
earn county 
workers 
time off
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LEXINGTON

Former UK 
player charged 
with sex abuse 
STAFF AND WIRE REPORT

A former Kentucky play-
er has been arrested in Lex-
ington and charged with sex 
abuse and sodomy.

WLEX-TV reports that 
25-year-old Michael James 
Porter was arrested early 
Tuesday morning. The sta-
tion cites court documents 
that state Porter allegedly 
had sexual contact with two 
underage girls that he met 
while serving as a group 
leader during a church func-
tion.

Citing court documents, 
the Lexington Herald-Lead-
er’s crime account (@HL-
publicsafety) tweeted that 
Porter gave and received 
oral sex from a 15 year old 
and a 14 year old. Court doc-

uments say Porter subject-
ed the 15 year old to sexual 
contact at least twice. 

Porter is charged with six 
counts of third-degree sod-
omy and two counts of fi rst-
degree sexual abuse. The 
Fayette County Detention 
Center’s website lists Porter 
as an inmate, but it did not 
have details on whether he 
had an attorney. He’s being 
held on a $22,000 bond and 
is scheduled for arraign-
ment at 1 p.m. today

Porter played at Ken-
tucky for three seasons, 
from 2006-2009, but left 
in his junior year to spend 
more time with his wife and 
child. 

HOPKINSVILLE

Historic library 
gets funding 
for restoration

(AP) — A state grant will 

help restore a historic li-
brary that had fallen into 
disrepair in western Ken-
tucky.

Lt. Gov. Jerry Abramson 
presented a $500,000 Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant on Monday to lead-
ers in Christian County. 
The money will go to restore 
the Hopkinsville Carnegie 
Library, which was built in 
1914 in the Classical Revival 
style.

The building served as 
the community’s library for 
63 years, but has deterio-
rated since it was vacated in 
1977.

The grant will help repair 
structural components of 
the building and preserve 
its historical integrity so 
that it can be adapted for fu-
ture use.

Abramson says the proj-
ect is about more than 
bricks and mortar. He says 
“it is about preserving the 
past and investing in the 
community’s future.”

LOUISVILLE

Shatner to 
unveil samurai 
sculpture

(AP) — He’s known as 
Capt. James T. Kirk of “Star 
Trek” fame, but actor Wil-
liam Shatner will be in Lou-
isville this week to honor the 
samurai warrior culture.

Shatner is donating a 
bronze sculpture featuring 
a samurai warrior on horse-
back to the Frazier History 
Museum, which has a new 
samurai exhibit that opened 
Saturday.

The sculpture, by Ken-
tucky artist Douwe Blum-
berg, will be unveiled Tues-
day morning at the museum 
in downtown Louisville. 
The sculpture is a copy of 
one that Shatner owns.

The museum says the 
3,800-square-foot exhibi-
tion displays more than 200 

objects, from armor and 
swords to rare textiles, art-
work and religious items. 

BENTON

Span fl oated 
to Eggner’s 
Ferry Bridge

(AP) — A contractor has 
successfully f loated a re-
placement span to the Egg-
ner’s Ferry Bridge over Ken-
tucky Lake.

Keith Todd of the Ken-
tucky Transportation Cab-
inet said the span was 
brought by three barges 
from the Eddyville River-
port to the bridge on Mon-
day — a trip of about 30 
miles. 

The span was taken down 
Lake Barkley, through a ca-
nal into Kentucky Lake and 
then upstream to the dam-
aged bridge.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY IDA PALMER-BALL

Faith Gruzesky and Skyler Sudduth try playing Cuban shakers to Cuban 
music at Good Shepherd School’s annual Global Village Day. The event is de-
signed to teach children about life all over the world.

Ty Hancock tried on inter-

national garb brought by 

Kay Roberts.

Abigail Unuakhalu shared 

about Nigeria.

Eric Bowman was the key-

note speaker.

Global Village Day


