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>>FACES IN THE NEWS B10

The winner is....
Find out who had the winning
caption in our Facebook
Caption Contest. The next
funny picture will be posted
today on Facebook.

The Kentucky Standard
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>>OPINION >>OBITUARIES >>CAPTION CONTEST >>INSIDE
Weigh in on this paper’s poll question at
www.kystandard.com:

Do you prefer to 
spring forward or fall back
with the time change?

>> More commentary, Page A6-7

Thelma Louise Burge, 88
Erle Wendell Coppedge, 86
Benedict Haydon, DMD, 47
Joseph Marvin Hutchins, 79
James Everett ‘Pat’ Lee, 87
Joseph Galloway McCauley, 89
Hubert W. Summers, 88
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Ag commissioner
Kentucky Agriculture
Commissioner James
Comer visited with local
FFA students and 
4-H members
Wednesday afternoon.

“
Whether we got nothing from anybody, I’d rather be
here with family. Up (in Henryville), we have lots of
friends. But here, we have family.

SHARON VANDUSEN, TORNADO VICTIM

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Sharon VanDusen and a representative from Landmark Baptist Church in Louisville stand outside her home in
Henryville, Ind. Sharon VanDusen and her husband, Ron, weren’t home at the time when a tornado ripped through the
town and their home March 2. Since the storm, the couple has moved to Bardstown.

After disaster, couple finds hope in Bardstown
JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

On the morning of March 2, Sharon
and Ron VanDusen were in their
Henryville, Ind., home discussing
when they should use their tickets for
two free dinners at Paula Deen’s Buffet
near Horseshoe Casino. Ron wanted to
go in the afternoon. Sharon thought
they should wait until later that night. 

Finally, Sharon agreed with Ron and
decided to go earlier in the afternoon. 

What the couple didn’t realize was
their decision to eat earlier saved their
lives, as they left an hour and a half
before an E4 tornado ripped through
Henryville, New Pekin, Marysville and
Chelsea, Ind., completely destroying
their home. 

As a way of showing support, Ron’s

sister, Donna Walker, is helping organ-
ize a benefit for her brother and sister-
in-law 1:30-5:30 p.m. Sunday at
Abundant Life Church on 1126
Bloomfield Road. The event will have
food, bunco and raffles. 

After salvaging what they could
from their rental home, the VanDusens
decided it was time to move back to
Bardstown to be closer to family —
something the couple had been want-
ing to do for quite some time. 

“We had planned on moving back
(to Bardstown),” Sharon said. “We just
didn’t know when. It just shows you
how God works. He really does,”
Sharon said. “He put us back here.
That’s what I wanted.”

However, Sharon noted, they never
thought a tornado would be the catalyst
for their decision. 

She recalled their drive to Paula
Deen’s Buffet a few hours before the
storms hit. The sky was gray and
cloudy, giving them the sense that it
would most likely rain. Neither Sharon

After the tornado swept through
Henryville, the only room that was
left partially standing at the
VanDusen home was a bathroom.

See TORNADO, page A10

Dispatch center talks to kids about 911
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Bardstown Police once nearly kicked
down a man’s door because his dog had
dialed 911. 

Nelson County Dispatch Center
Community Liaison Linda Klostermann told
the story to Nancy Smith’s third-grade class
at Boston School Wednesday as part of the
dispatch center’s new 911 for Kids outreach
program. 

Klostermann answered the phone to a 911
call but no one spoke from the other end of
the line. All she could hear was heavy

See 911, page A10
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Four businesses
honored as 
historic places
JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

Four Bardstown businesses have achieved national
recognition, as they have been entered into the
National Register of Historic Places.

During the Bardstown City Council meeting
Tuesday night, the Council recognized Baldwin’s
Tourist Court Residence, Kurtz Restaurant and
Bardstown Parkview Motel, Old Kentucky Home
Motel and Wilson Motel for achieving distinguished
status on Aug. 18, 2011.

In a letter dated Feb. 27, 2012, to Mayor Bill
Sheckles, the Kentucky Heritage Council distin-
guished those businesses for their architectural and
archaeological significance within the community. 

Councilman Bobby Simpson led the meeting
because Sheckles was out with a family matter.

Simpson discussed using rifles during Colonial
Days, which is set for March 31 and April 1, at
Wickland Estates. The firing of rifles is in violation
of a City of Bardstown ordinance. Per the ordinance,
the use of rifles, pistols or any type of firearm is
unlawful within city limits. 

The council decided to make an exception to the
ordinance to allow the use of rifles during Colonial
Days provided they use bales of hay to keep citizens
out of harm’s way. 

Councilman Fred Hagan agreed with the proposed
exception, citing how well it worked last year.

The motion passed.

Dispatch looks to keep
costs low for 2012-13
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

The E-911 Dispatch Board is finalizing expenses
it will take from a $250,000 Fiscal Court line of cred-
it, and making plans on how it will repay the money. 

The board voted to pass an amended 2011-2012
budget Wednesday. The budget was amended last
month but did not include funds to extend mapping
consultant Joe Mattingly’s contract to the end of the
fiscal year. 

With the purchase of a back-up recording system
for Nelson County EMS, which has been ordered,
and the extension of Mattingly’s contract through
June 30, the board will have used $212,213 of the
$250,000 line of credit extended to it by Nelson
Fiscal Court, board member and Nelson County
EMS Director Joe Prewitt said. As of now, it has used
about $180,413 of those funds, which were allocated
to help the center become capable of receiving 911
calls directly from cell phones — and receiving rev-
enues from cell phone bills. 

The 2012-2013 budget, which the board also
approved, shows the board paying back its loan to
Fiscal Court at a rate of $4,500 a month, or $54,000
for the fiscal year. 

The board voted to keep 12-hour shifts in place at
the dispatch center permanently after positive feed-
back from dispatchers, who have more days off with
12-hour shifts. They previously had to work six days
on and two days off, with weekends off only coming

See DISPATCH, page A4

E-911 DISPATCH BOARD

See COUNCIL, page A4


