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DEAR ABBY: My
father is turning 60
this year, and I want to
make him a photo
album with pictures
from throughout his
life. However, Dad is
widowed and re-
married, so I’m having
a hard time deciding
what to do with re-
spect to my mother. 

At the same time, I
have a feeling that in-
cluding pictures of
Mom may upset my
stepmother. While I
am not close with her, I don’t want to
intentionally hurt her feelings. What
should I do?

LAURA IN ST. LOUIS
DEAR LAURA: You’re asking an

intelligent question and I commend
you for your sensitivity. If the photo
album is intended to be a surprise
for your father, consider talking
with your stepmother about the
idea. It will give you an indication of
how such a gift would be perceived
by her.

* * *
DEAR ABBY: I’m 24 and love my

parents. Mom confided to me that she
has been seeing a high school flame
behind my father’s back. She claims
she loves this man and said she has
slept with him, but she doesn’t want to
leave the security my father provides

for her. She swore me
to secrecy about her
affair.

Meanwhile, my
father has started
talking to me about
their marital problems.
I feel like I should tell
him, but that would
betray my mother. At
the same time, not
telling him what I
know is betraying him.
What should I do?

CAUGHT
IN THE MIDDLE

DEAR CAUGHT
IN THE MIDDLE: Your parents
should not be confiding their
marital difficulties to you. They
should attempt to resolve them by
communicating with each other —
preferably with the help of a li-
censed marriage counselor. That
your mother would turn you into a
co-conspirator in her affair is despi-
cable. Give her a deadline to level
with your father or tell her that you
will.

* * *
DEAR ABBY: I have fallen in love

with a very special woman. She
happens to be my daughter-in-law’s
mother. We are very happy together,
but our children are extremely upset
about this. 

I feel it’s my life and I shouldn’t live
it for the kids, nor would I want them

to live their lives for me. Is it wrong
for me to be with her, or are the kids
overreacting?

IN LOVE
IN KENTUCKY

DEAR IN LOVE: The “kids” are
overreacting, and they shouldn’t be
trying to blackmail the two of you
into doing what they prefer. It IS
your life, and just as you wish your
son and daughter-in-law every hap-
piness, they should be doing the
same for you. This situation is not as
unusual as they think, and they
should not be judging or punishing
you, because you are doing nothing
wrong.

* * *
DEAR ABBY: I married “Darrel”

six months ago. It bothers me that he
wears a silver bracelet from a rela-
tionship that ended five years ago. He
claims that if I were to wear a piece of
jewelry from my first marriage, it
wouldn’t bother him as it is “just
jewelry.” How do you feel about this?

BOTHERED
IN DAYTONA BEACH

DEAR BOTHERED: What I feel
about this is not important; it’s how
YOU feel. If your husband’s wearing
the bracelet is a constant, irritating
reminder that he was involved with
someone else, he should remove it
because it isn’t “just jewelry” to you.
And your feelings should be more
important to him than the bracelet,
don’t cha think?

BABY BLUES

BEETLE BAILEY

BLONDIE

HI AND LOIS

ZITS

The Stars Show the Kind of
Day You’ll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-
Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so;
1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
HHHH Ask questions, even if
you already believe you know the
answers — you could be surprised
by what comes up. Reorganize your
plans or a project with more ac-
curate information. Revitalize
yourself by taking a brisk walk.
Tonight: Chat the night away.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
HHH Be aware of what you have
to offer, and do not minimize those
gifts. Someone you respect presents
a new idea. Fatigue with the status
quo could be wearing you down.
Think of ways to reinvigorate areas
of your life that might be a bit dull.
Tonight: To bed early.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHHHHYou are all smiles. The
unexpected occurs with a child or
loved one. This unpredictable
energy also could come out in a
creative endeavor. Discuss a change
more openly and recognize your
goals. Tonight: Live it up.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHH Sometimes by backing out
you’ll gain a new perspective. Try
not to play into someone’s con-
trolling ways. You will feel better
and start to establish stronger
boundaries. Relax. Tonight: Do
your thing.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
HHHH Zero in on what you want
with little fear as to what the re-
action could be, and unexpected
benefits might result. You might
consider pushing away from
someone who always insists on
having things go his or her way.
The distance could be refreshing.
Tonight: Join your pals.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
HHHHYou resent being manipu-
lated. You’ll try to communicate
this attitude to controlling people
but might not always succeed.
Toning down strong feelings might
be imperative to restoring peace in
your daily life. Tonight: A must ap-
pearance.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
HHHH Keep reaching out for
someone you cannot seem to get a
hold of. This person might not be
directing this estrangement toward
you; he or she simply needs space.
Detach from a daily situation to
claim your power and no longer be
reactive. Tonight: Order in.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHHH Deal directly with key
people who could have a great deal
of impact on your life. Sometimes
passing on a message might not be
enough. Discussions could become
animated and diff icult, but you
have the ability to resolve conflicts
easily. Tonight: Visit friends.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21) HHHH Others continue to
take the first step. Start using the
word “no” when you do not want to
go along with an idea. Your sense of
humor has an edge to it. Be careful,
as someone could be quite reactive.
Tonight: Look at your invitations,
then decide.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) HHHH Rethink a decision.
You might be insecure and looking
to become more demanding or con-
trolling. Your way of dealing with
issues might be pushing others
away right now. Consider what
would be the best way to change
the mood. Tonight: Watch old
movies.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
HHHH Be willing to explore dif-
ferent paths to achieve your goals.
Manipulation will not work, as
you’ll only gain someone’s re-
sentment. Do not make
assumptions. There are many
reasons why someone would
appear unresponsive. Tonight: Take
a midweek break.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
HHH You are coming from a
good place; however, others simply
aren’t in the mood to listen. Don’t
keep pushing. Go off and enjoy
yourself instead. Someone still
might be uptight when you return.
Let it go, and do not make a big
issue of it. Tonight: Relax at home,
then decide. 

Daughter asks if photo album should cover all of dad’s life

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

6 – 8 – 20 – 42 – 51
The Powerball was 16.

Drawing held April 21, 2012

13 – 21 – 23 – 30 – 36 – 42 

Drawing held April 19, 2012

14 – 23 – 26 – 33 – 35 – 40
The Megaplier was 3.

Drawing held April 20, 2012
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