
Shaun Hays. “Brandon
would do anything for any-
body. He was nice to every-
body” 

The group also held can-
dlelight vigil, where each
person passed around a
flame to show they aren’t
giving up hope on finding
out who cut Stone’s life
short. 

On April 13, 2011, 22-
year-old Stone was discov-
ered lying on the back porch
of a neighbor’s residence
around 8:42 a.m., bleeding
from gunshot wounds.

The 2006 graduate of
Bardstown High School had
crawled 30 feet from his res-
idence on 1255 Holy Cross
Road in Loretto to a neigh-
bor’s back porch. 

When police arrived on
scene, it was too late. 

Several family members
confirm that other people
were there the night of the
murder, though police
haven’t commented on who
was there. 

On April 14, 2011, 29-
year-old Jason Robert
Stansbury came into the
Nelson County Sheriff’s
Department with possible
information regarding
Stone’s death. He was taken
to the Nelson County Jail on
an unrelated incident,
according to Nelson County
Jailer Dorcas Figg. 

“Evidently an individual
who had some information in
regard to that murder contact-
ed the dispatch and wanted to
talk to an officer,” Nelson
County Sheriff Stephen
Campbell said at the time.

Stansbury had been
indicted for first-degree traf-
ficking in a controlled sub-
stance, tampering with phys-
ical evidence, disregarding a
stop sign and first-degree
persistent felony offender
charges in Nelson Circuit
Court April 6, 2011. He was
previously convicted of sec-
ond-degree criminal posses-
sion of a forged instrument
and complicity to the same.

Stansbury had an appar-
ent head injury when he was
admitted into the Nelson
County Jail. 

According to Figg, when
she asked Stansbury about
the wound, he said it was
from a pistol and shotgun
and he did not need treat-
ment for it.

A year later, Stone’s fami-
ly is still searching for
answers on why he was
taken from them so soon.  

“I want peace but I also
want closure, and we’re not
getting that,” Borgia Newby,
Stone’s aunt, said.

“It’s hard on everybody,”
Hays added. “(Brandon) left
too early. He really hadn’t
lived.”

The April 13, 2012,
memorial vigil served as a
reminder of how many lives
Stone touched in his 22
years of life.

“It really made me feel a
whole lot better,” Hays said. 

According to Hays, his
son was working in con-
struction up to the time of
his death. He loved to play
the piano and was very inter-
ested in cars. He was a fam-
ily man who loved to simply
joke around with his three

sisters.
“He always loved to pick

on them,” Hays said, noting
that they’re still coming to
terms with the loss of their
brother. 

Stone was also close to his
father, as he used to call him
three to four times a day. 

“We were real close,”
Hays said. 

Kentucky State Police
Post 15 in Columbia has
been investigating Stone’s
death as a murder for the
past year.    

Stone’s family has left the
case in the hands of the
investigators. For the past
year, they’ve waited on the
sidelines to see if justice will
be served. 

When asked about the
current state of the case,
Hays said he’s pleased with
how the investigators have
handled the case thus far. 

“We just left it up to the
police,” Hays said. “It makes
me feel so good that they’re
giving so much time (to the
case).” 

KSP Post 15 Public Affairs
Officer Billy Gregory would-
n’t comment on any new
findings in the case, but said
that it’s still considered an
active investigation. 

“At this point we’re
actively pursuing informa-
tion,” he said. “We wouldn’t
consider it a cold case,
because that would mean
there aren’t any leads.” 

Even though it’s been dif-
ficult, Hays said his family
has left the case in the hands
of the detectives.

Gregory added that KSP
is still investigating the mat-
ter and wouldn’t release any
information until arrests are
made. He added that they
welcome any anonymous
information from the public. 

Hays noted that each time
he speaks with detectives, it
continually gives him hope
that those who are responsi-
ble will be brought to justice. 

“It’s getting better every
time I talk to the detectives,”
Hays said. “It makes me feel
like they’re doing their job
and they’re not going to let it
go.” 
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Brandon Stone, 22, died
last year after he was
found on a neighbor’s back
porch bleeding from an
apparent gunshot wound.
The case remains unsolved.

ERIN L. MCCOY/The Kentucky Standard

Leslie Stone hugged family members and friends at a
memorial ceremony for her son, Brandon, before releas-
ing 22 balloons — each representing a year of his life.

>> Stone
From Page A1

IF YOU 
CAN HELP
Anyone with
information about the
shooting is encouraged
to call the state police
at (800) 222-5555 or
the Marion County
Sheriff’s Office at (502)
692-3051.

JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

To raise awareness about
a cause near and dear to her
heart, Mary Ray decided to
organize the Shades of
Nature Herb Festival, which
incorporated fixtures from
the environment. 

Now, as the event comes
into its second year, Ray
decided to take it one-step
further by coordinating sto-
rytellers, educational ses-
sions and locally made
environmentally friendly
products into the second
annual Shades of Nature
Herb Festival 9 a.m. – 5
p.m. April 28, at the
Wickland Estate. Admis-
sion to the event is free and
is open to the public. Food
will be available. 

“The main theme is
bringing people back to the
land,” Ray said, adding that
the she also hopes to spread
awareness of sustainable
agriculture and the nega-
tives of using pesticides. 

Booths will be set up
inside and outside
Wickland during the eight-
hour festival. 

Ray said she made it a
point to provide a place

where Kentucky-made
products that won’t hurt the
environment can be sold. 

Some of the items that
will be sold at the event
include: Alpaca wool,
crafts, felt knapping, can-
dles, plants, stone castings,
honey, American Girl doll
clothing and Barbie cloth-
ing. 

The evening would also
showcase local beekeepers,
Nelson County High
School Future Farmers of
America, gardeners and
crafters. Free cooking
demos will also be provid-
ed.  

As a way to provide extra
entertainment, Ray encour-
ages people to bring their
own instruments to play
music for all to enjoy. 

She noted the event
would go on as planned rain
or shine. If it rains, the out-
side booths will move
inside Wickland. 

Since the Shades of
Nature Herb Festival
launched last year, Ray has
already seen it grow leaps
and bounds. 

For more information on
the festival, or to sign up as
a vendor, call Mary Ray at
(502) 507-1835.

Festival highlights
importance of 
sustainable agriculture

Shades of Nature Herb Festival
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Event aims to help young people
steer clear of underage drinking 

JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

One advocacy group is
intent on ensuring all Nelson
County youth will steer clear
of consuming alcohol. 

In order to show the nega-
tive effects of underage
drinking, the Path Coalition
is hosting Take A Stand:
Youth Town Hall Meeting on
Underage Drinking at 6:30
p.m. Thursday at the Best

Western Motel Carriage
House, 411 West Stephen
Foster Ave. The event is free
and open to the public. 

Registration will begin at
6:15 p.m., and the program
will be 6:30-8 p.m. 

According to Tonda
Luckett, the project director
of the Path Coalition, the
goal of the town hall meet-
ing is to be an educational
night for youth and parents
to fully understand the dan-
gers of underage consump-
tion of alcohol. 

Luckett noted the event
would feature a group of
high school students dis-
cussing two different top-

ics: the consequences of
adults promoting underage
drinking and the best way
to talk to your teen about
drinking. 

State Rep. David Floyd
will also be on hand to dis-
cuss House Bill 4, “the pill
mill bill,” which would
require the Attorney General
and Kentucky State Police to
share information regarding
drug diversion and improper
prescribing. It would require
doctors, who prescribe con-
trolled substances, to regis-
ter with and use the Ken-
tucky All Schedule Prescrip-
tion Reporting (KASPER)
system. 

Another topic Floyd will
discuss is the effects of
underage drinking. 

The Take A Stand: Youth
Town Hall Meeting will also
feature other keynote speak-
ers such as State Sen. Jimmy
Higdon, Bardstown Police
Chief Rick McCubbin, Al-
cohol PES Coordinator
Angela Criswell and Nelson
County Sheriff’s Deputy
Joedy Gilliland.

Other items offered at the
town hall meeting include
light refreshments, pizza, a
free T-shirt to the first 100
guests, cinema gift cards and
a $250 cash prize.

Meeting is free,
open to public

Read The Kentucky Standard online at
www.kystandard.com


