
England would have you to
believe and in each case,
Rep. Floyd showed good
judgment in voting the way
he did. We are indeed fortu-
nate to have a representative
who looks beyond the
“sound bites” on issues and
evaluates the true effect as
well as the constitutionality
of the issues he faces. Every
one of the bills referenced
by England had serious
flaws and were very poorly
designed for dealing with
the issue in question.

As for the “blame” for the
special session, the idea that
Senator Williams is solely
responsible for that is ludi-
crous in spite of what the
Governor and most of the
state media would have you
to believe.  Governor
Beshear refused to sign the
road plan, agreed to by both
the House and Senate before
the road budget was
approved. He did this for the

sole purpose of being able to
then veto the road plan and
use the road budget as his
and his party’s private slush
fund.  Who do you (the pub-
lic) think should determine
the plan for road projects in
Kentucky?  Isn’t it more
rational to have that deter-
mined by our Representa-
tives and Senators who rep-
resent the entire state and
know our local needs, than
to have that power in the
hands of one person for use
as political patronage for
himself if he seeks another
office or for his party’s war
chest?

Thank you, Rep. Floyd
for your personal integrity
and the seriousness with
which you deal with your
job.

Ronald D. Weddle, MD
4004 Mary Jo Blvd.
Bardstown
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DOUBLE 2-col. Ad (5.062”x2.44”)

$56.00
Limit 20 words or less

SINGLE 1-column Ad (2.45”x2.44”)

$32.00
Limit 12 words or less

Add PLG-TV for only $10!
The Grad Section will publish on WEDNESDAY, MAY 16TH

DEADLINE: TUESDAY, MAY 1!
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BARDSTOWN
CLASS OF 2012

Beth Ann Burgen

Beth Ann Burgen
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Attention: Parents, Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles and Friends,

you can send Congratulations to your special
graduate through a graduation greeting ad inside

The Kentucky Standard’s 2012 Graduation section 
and on-line @ www.kystandard.com
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In Kentucky, a Special
Session is about as popular as
a Duke victory over UK.
Nobody likes them, least of
all legislators. After all, every
representative is a citizen leg-
islator, who is anxious to
return home with family and
back at the “regular” job

you’ve missed for the last
three and one-half months.  

Here’s something inter-
esting — while doing
research for this column, I did
a web search for “governor
proclamation of special
session” and had to get to
page 3 of the listings before I
got to Kentucky. There are a
lot of special sessions in
America nowadays.

Our Constitution au-
thorizes the governor — and
only the governor — to
convene the General As-
sembly in Extraordinary, or
Special, Session.  When
he/she does this, only sub-
jects placed before the body
can be considered; we can’t
act on different matters.  The
“call” to Special Session de-
tails what may be considered.

Governor Beshear listed two:
fund the road plan that was
already passed; and work on
legislation to mitigate the il-
legal abuse of prescription
drugs in Kentucky.  

We f irst took up the
funding bill for the road plan.
HB 2, simply put, appro-
priates money to build the
roads in the road plan and au-
thorizes funds transfers to
other road-related efforts, in-
cluding, for example, the
State Resurfacing Program. It
does many other things, and
I’m happy to talk with you
about that if you want.  

And it passed, not without
a little drama. On Day 3, the
governor (as expected) vetoed
portions of the road plan that
we’d already passed in the
regular session. He de-funded

projects that were in the sena-
torial districts of Senator
Vernie McGaha and David
Williams, as well in the house
districts of Representatives
Jeff Hoover, Sara Beth
Gregory, and Bart Rowland.  

The chairman of the
Senate Appropriations and
Revenue Committee, Rep.
Bob Leeper, is the only Inde-
pendent in the General
Assembly. He reinserted
those vetoed projects in a
committee amendment. It
passed unanimously. He gave
an interesting talk about why
he did that, telling a story
about a hitchhiker he picked
up, from whom he learned
lessons in civility between
people who disagree. The
man was homeless, a felon
who was without a job and on

his way to a shelter in
Frankfort. According to Sen.
Leeper, that conversation, in
his car and at the restaurant
where he took the man to
breakfast, prompted him to
appeal to the senators for
fairness and respect.  

After his speech, and with
the projects reinserted, the
funding bill passed in the full
Senate with only one dis-
senting vote. It was good that
such a strong spirit of biparti-
sanship and cooperation
prevailed. Sen. Leeper was
very accommodating to the
governor and to the House;
he said if we did not concur,
he’d recede from the
amendment.  We did not, and
he did.

Next we took up HB 1, an
Act relating to controlled sub-

stances, and addressed the
second part of the governor’s
call to Special Session. I’ll
discuss that one in next
week’s column.

While much has been
made in the media about why
we were called back in
Special Session, it’s important
that we now look forward
rather than focus on the situ-
ation that forced us back to
work in Frankfort. It is my
sincere hope that lessons have
been learned among all sides,
and that we can place person-
alities and partisanship aside
for the betterment of Ken-
tucky.  

As always, the best part of
my job is hearing from you.
Call me at home, or leave a
message at 1-800-372-7181.
I’m here to help.
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