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When it comes to caring for you,  

We believe more is better.

carroll county memorial hospital and norton healthcare are 

joining together to care for carrollton. our goal is simple – to 

provide you and your family with the specialty medical care 

you need while keeping you close to home. you now have 

access to more leading specialists in heart, neurology, cancer, 

obstetrics and other services – and they are all right here in 

your hometown. sometimes more really is better.

for more information about programs and services offered at 

carroll county memorial hospital, visit www.ccmhosp.com or 

NortonHealthcare.com.
RICK’S

FARM CENTER &
RESTAURANT

8201 Port Royal Road • Port Royal, KY
502-947-5160

M-F 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
EXTENDED SPRING HOURS

Rick and Lisa Nethery, Owners

AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS
FERTILIZERS (Bag & Bulk)

SEEDS: Grass, Clover, Alfalfa,
Seed Corn, Soybeans

SWEETLIX PRODUCTS • FEED TUBS
TOBACCO GREENHOUSE SUPPLIES

HARDWARE • ELECTRICAL
PLUMBING • GARDEN SUPPLIES

FEED IN STOCK • OIL & BATTERIES

at-bat. Wise was 1-4 with a 
single, but also perfectly exe-
cuted a sacrifice bunt when 
his team needed it. 

Mefford said he was a little 
disappointed with his team’s 
hitting because of how 
well they hit against Grant 
County earlier in the week. 
“Otherwise, we stayed in the 
game. We caught the balls we 
were supposed to catch, we 
made the plays we were sup-
posed to make so a win is a 
win. I’m happy with it.”
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Dillon Craig, left, catches a flyball and relays it in during the top of the 
sixth inning against Trimble County.

followed with a single to 
left field. Trimble made a 
pitching change, bringing 
in Leyna Ritter for starter 
Hannah Lira. 

With one out, Brittany 
Yocum laid down a sacrifice 
bunt, scoring Lindsey, 2-2.

Ritter struck out the next 
batter and forced a fly out 
to second base, leaving two 
Carroll runners on base.

Trimble’s McKenzie 
Dunlap led off the top of 
the fifth with a double into 
left field. Emily Black hit 
a sharp grounder to the 
shortstop, but the throw 
to first base was dropped 
and the ball went into the 
Carroll dugout, allowing 
McKenzie Dunlap to score 
the go-ahead run.

The Lady Raiders threat-
ened again in the top of 
the sixth as Hannah Davis 
hit a single to start off the 
inning. With one out, Jessie 
Dunlap hit a fly ball over 
Williamson’s head at second 
base, but Williamson made 
a spectacular play, laying 
out for the catch and flip-
ping around to throw out 
Davis at first, ending the 
inning. Hawkins said her 
play was the “highlight” 
of the game and gave the 
Lady Panthers an oppor-
tunity at the end of the 
game to still pull out a win. 
“We’re making a few good 
plays like that in games, 
which makes me really feel 
good that we’re capable 
of making those,” he said. 
“Now we just have to learn 
from it.”

Neither team scored in 
their next at-bats, taking 
the game down to Carroll’s 
final three outs. With two 
outs, Ogden hit the ball 
hard to left field. The ball 
bounced off of the left 
fielder’s glove and bounced 
toward the fence. Ogden 
made it to third, but would 
not get any further, as 
Ritter struck out the next 
batter, securing a Lady 
Raider victory. 

Black said she thought 
the difference in the game 
was her team’s ability to 
make plays at the right time 
and to hit the ball. “We’ve 
really tried hard this year 
to work on our hitting,” 
she said. “That seems to be 
where we’ve struggled the 
last several years, so this 
year we’ve really focused 
on our hitting and tonight 
it really paid off.”

On the other side of the 
field, Hawkins lamented his 
team’s inability to hit the 
ball well. He also acknowl-
edged that his team’s youth 
hurt during certain situa-
tions. The Lady Panthers 
have just one senior, no 
juniors and the rest sopho-
mores, freshmen and sev-
enth graders.

“We had some young girls 
in some crucial situations 
that didn’t catch signs or 
didn’t execute the way vet-
erans would, but we can 
expect that,” he said. “I’m 
not blaming them; it’s just 
the way it turned out. It 
wasn’t their fault.

“You can’t take anything 
away from Trimble County. 
They came in and played 
a pretty sound ballgame. 
They made the plays they 
needed to make; they hit 
the ball when they needed 
to hit it. … Our hats are 
just off to Trimble County. 
They outplayed us.”

Black said starting pitch-
er Lira did a really nice 
job in her first outing as a 
starter. After she thought 

Carroll had seen enough, 
she decided to bring in 
Ritter, who she said did 
a nice job closing out the 
game. 

Black, who was an assis-
tant for nine years, said 
she is really enjoying her 
new position as head coach. 
“Their kids are great kids, 
and I’m learning from them 
as well,” she said. “I think 
this is going to change our 
season around. We kept 
telling them tonight when 
we started, we can only 
go up from where we are 
because we have two losses. 
So beating Carroll County 
will be a big step for us.” 

Hawkins said he is going 
to re-think some of his 
strategies moving forward 
and said he is still learning 
about his team. “Softball is 
such an unforgiving game 
that one mistake or two 
mistakes can cost you the 
game.”

The head coach said he 
told his players after the 
game that there will be 
more nights like this one 
where the hitting is just not 
there, but they have to find 
other ways to win. 

“You’re not going to get 
the hits when you need to or 
hit the ball the way you’re 
capable of,” Hawkins said. 
“You’ve just got to find other 
ways to score and to make 
it happen and put pressure 
on the defense. Hopefully 
we learned something from 
this … game that will help 
us win another game.”

Softball
(Continued from Page 5)

KRISTIN SHERRARD/The News-Democrat

Kayla Williamson makes a diving catch and then turns the double play at 
first base during the top of the sixth inning against Trimble County.


