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Say What? 

VICTORIOUSLIVING

Who’s the Big Shot?
by Phillip M. Hazelwood

God ask Job a few simple questions, but could Job reply?
Job thought he was a big shot, and he was before the worst trial
of his life came knocking. He was the wealthiest man in all the
land. Everyone far and wide knew him and his wife. They all
knew that they were above reproach. Everything they touched
turned to gold. Their counsel was sought by all and they were
highly esteemed because they were rich. In today’s lingo, they
had it going on. They seem to be untouchable, walking in high
cotton. They enjoyed the finest of everything with nothing to
worry about; just let the good times roll on.

Hold on just a moment. God was watching and he needed to
make a point. Suddenly, without warning, it all fell apart. Death
in the family, riches vanished overnight, sickness numbing his
mind, friends mocking and falsely accusing him, his wife gave
up hope and told him to just curse God and die. She was right
there with him when he played the big shot, but when he lost it
all, where was her faith now? His fair weather friends became
his accusers overnight. Job was so beat down he wanted to die
and then along came God to talk with him. God simply ask
him, “When the young lions roar for prey do you feed them?
When the wolves are hungry, do you give them meat? When the
birds need worms, do you provide them? When the ants want
to prepare for the coming winter, what do you give them Job?
When the mighty sea creatures want someone to play with them
at the bottom of the ocean, where are you Job? When all the
simple ones in the world need wisdom, can your voice be heard
Job?”

Immediately, Job saw his wretchedness. His lack of power
and understanding made him afraid. He knew that if God had
not been watching over him he would have died before the
morning light. Without God, his mind could go, his eyes could
not see, his tongue could not taste, his muscles could not work
and his lungs could not draw in air. Except the Almighty have
mercy upon him, he was a goner for sure.

Do you have anything to praise God for? Can you tell any-
one that God is great? Is there anything left to be thankful for?
Do you still think you are a big shot?

Jesus is his name.

“Keeping the Faith” 
by: Ronnie McBrayer

More than 120 years ago this week,
Vincent Van Gogh died of an apparent
self-inflicted gunshot wound. In his short
life, Van Gogh produced hundreds of wa-

tercolor paintings, sketches, and prints –
some of which are the most valued in the
world – now fetching tens of millions of
dollars at auctions or private sales.

Van Gogh’s posthumous success is a
tremendous surprise, for his life was con-
sidered all but a mournful disaster. He
was an insufferable friend; his struggles
with mental illness, depression, malnu-
trition, insomnia, and alcoholism were
well-known; and he failed at a number of
attempted careers.

One of those career choices was the
Christian pastorate. “God has sent me to
preach the Gospel to the poor,” Vincent
wrote to his brother while still a young
man in his twenties. So off he went to
Amsterdam to enter the seminary, but
Van Gogh failed the entrance exam. Un-
deterred, he entered a missionary school
in Brussels. He flunked out after only
three months. 

Still resolute in his chosen vocation,
he convinced the Dutch Reformed
Church to appoint him as a missionary
pastor to the coal miners in the village of
Borinage. There he succeeded in his own
way. Broken-hearted by the poverty of
the village and his parishioners, Van
Gogh gave away all his possessions to

the miners. He lived like a beggar him-
self, barely surviving. 

When the church authorities came to
inspect his successful and growing min-
istry, they were appalled by him and his
appearance. They removed him from his
position because he “undermined the
dignity of the priesthood.” Vincent never
seemed to heal from this wound; a
wound that played a role in him turning
to the easel for the first time.

In one of his iconic paintings, “The
Church at Auvers” (view it online), Van
Gogh’s pain from being rejected by the
church bleeds off the page like his hues
of blue and starry nights. It is a painting
with a road leading to a massive house
of worship. Yet the path, upon arriving at
the church, is suddenly diverted.  

The road bypasses the stately church,
and here is why: This church has no
doors. After being rejected by the church,

Van Gogh concluded that there was no
way for him to get in. For him, religion
was an empty room with no doors, and
this painful discovery broke his heart.
Yet, this pain played a significant role in
his majestic creativity. 

Feeling like his calling had been redi-
rected, Van Gogh picked up his brush as

an artist in God’s
service. The one re-
jected by the church
for going to the re-
jected, said, “The
great artists, the seri-
ous masters, tell us in
their masterpieces
what leads to God.
One writes it in a
book; another in a
picture.” 

It was Vincent Van
Gogh’s pictures – his
interpretations of his
surroundings – that he
used to lead people to
God. And he did so
with all his rough
edges and broken
pieces; his frag-
mented mind and his
constant illnesses;
with his short, re-
markable life; bring-
ing the world
priceless joy out of
tremendous personal
pain.

Bob Dylan was
right when he sang,
“Behind every beauti-
ful thing there’s been
some kind of pain.”
Such is the case of
tragic geniuses and
such is life. Our jour-
ney through life is a
pilgrimage of inex-
pressible joy and ex-
cruciating suffering. It
is the constant rising
and falling of the path
beneath our feet,
pushing us harder and

higher until we despair, but giving us
great views of the land below us.

Every pilgrim’s journey is a mingled
pathway of sorrow and rejoicing; of birth
and death; of both pain and joy; of diffi-
culty and satisfaction. Some of it we un-
derstand and it makes sense; and a lot of
it leaves us with the question marks of
hopelessness. 

But somehow there is joy behind the
suffering, and resourcefulness behind the
aching. There is purpose behind the re-
jection, and in one way or another, there
is a future behind the knockbacks that
life deals. Truly, the pain can lead to
something extraordinarily beautiful. 

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated
columnist, speaker, and author of multi-
ple books. You can read more and re-
ceive regular e-columns in your inbox at
www.ronniemcbrayer.net.

by Sally Burgess
Forefront Families

We have been asked to run
some sessions on how to suc-
cessfully blend families, so I
wrote a booklet and training
work manual on how to success-
fully do this.  I thought I would
share with you some important
aspects of regrouping after di-
vorce.

There is no easy way to end a
relationship.  There is no sadder
or more insecure feeling for
children than to see their parents
so unhappy that they end their
marriage.  Amicable break-ups
rarely exist.  Sure, it might be a
relief when it actually happens,
but a lot of hurt, anger, frustra-
tion and sadness have floated
under the bridge prior to that
point.  There is also a sense of
failure and rejection on the part
of the adults while the children
often fear that their parents’ part-
ing was their fault.  However it
falls, there is a huge sense of loss
both to the parents and to their
children.  So, how does one pick
up the pieces, try to hold the kids

together and carry on?
The situation really calls for

a reboot.  But, before you can
just turn everything off and start
your ‘computer’ back up to a
‘new life’ there are phases of
healing to go through.  Separa-
tion is like a death.  You go
through denial, isolation, anger,
regret, depression and accept-
ance before you really feel con-
fident enough to pick up your
life and go on.  Through all of
this your children are suffering,
too.  These parents who have
been their heroes, their com-
forters and their security, are
suddenly finding it hard to hold
their own lives together let alone
be the solace their children need.

So, what is it going to take for
the ‘now single’ parent to redi-
rect his/her life?  The first thing
is to acknowledge their feelings
and seek counseling to help
them get to the point of accept-
ing their situation.  It is totally
inappropriate to discuss adult is-
sues with the children.   Kids
have no way of being able to
process the issues let alone try to
fix them.  It is vitally important

that while the parent is sorting
out their own emotional/physi-
cal/financial state, that the chil-
dren are also being counseled
through the situation.  Parents
are responsible for their chil-
dren’s welfare and are required
to see to their emotional and
physical needs at all times.  Of
course, this is going to be diffi-
cult with a family split, but with
the support of family, friends
and the understanding of their
teachers, this will hopefully help
the children heal as well.

Before you can reboot
you have to ‘de-junk the trunk’
or get rid of your emotional bag-
gage.  If you find yourself refer-
ring to your past partner as ‘the
EX’ or making derogatory com-
ments about them, then you
have NOT let go of your bag-
gage.  I am very proud of my fa-
ther for never saying a negative
word about my mother who left
us when I was only 14 months
old.  He had every ‘right’ to be
bitter, but he chose not to be and
I will always respect and admire
him for that.

Give yourself a tune-

up.  Ask yourself what went
wrong with your last marriage
and do not start every sentence
with ‘he/she’ did.  Take respon-
sibility for your own part.  You
can only change yourself, so get
professional help for issues such
as addictions, anger, control and
financial mismanagement.
Learn to display the kind of
qualities you would want your
daughter or son to have.
Whatever you do, do not roll
into another relationship until
you have gone through what it
takes to re-establish a healthy
and peaceful attitude within
yourself AND are confident that
your children have been suc-
cessfully counseled to the point
where they accept the situation
and have a healthy relationship
with both parents.

If you have any com-
ments or questions on this sub-
ject, please do not hesitate to
contact us at sally@forefront-
families.org, check our website
at www.forefrontfamilies.org
and/or our blog site at
www.forefrontfamilies/blogspot
.com

Behind Every Beautiful Thing Blind alleys are no
match for grace

by Teresa LeNeave
SEEKING HIS PRESENCE

Grace is amazing. If you
haven’t experienced the
grace of God then grace may
mean nothing to you. As for
me, I’ve found myself in
deep water many times when
only Grace and
Mercy could pull
me through.
Most of us, fully
u n d e r s t a n d
“grace for salva-
tion”, but what
about the “mani-
fold Grace” that
the Bible talks
about?

Grace is not
something we re-
ceive because
we’re so smart or
so sweet or so
educated. Sim-
ply put, grace is
a gift with a pur-
pose.

Manifold grace is like a
curtain that you unfold and
as you move each fold there
is another grace. It never
ends. It’s always sufficient.
In the Bible we find grace for
salvation; grace to walk in
the paths He chose, or deter-
mined, for us; grace to make
right choices;  grace to “min-
ister” in our calling; and
grace for what we need “at
the moment”.   Whenever we
need grace; His grace is suf-
ficient. Think of grace as the
unseen assistance God gives
to help us take the right road. 

If we head off on our own,
ignoring the Giver and His
grace we find our self in a

headlock with pain. We have
the freedom to choose the
not-so-good if we want to,
but in every case the not-so-
graceful path leads us to mis-
erable, blind alleys along the

road of life. 
There is some

very good news
about grace …
when we come
to our self;
amazing grace
always comes to
the rescue. Grace
causes a turning,
turning, turning
until we come
around right.
Grace works to
make us whole,
instantly or over
time. God’s
grace is not
wasted. It will

work to keep us on the right
track or it will work to get us
back on the right track. Grace
works. It’s sufficient. For me,
that settles it.

Teresa LeNeave is the author of
“Seeking His Presence”, which
appears weekly in 15 newspapers
in Kentucky and Indiana.
She is a Sunday School teacher at
Full Gospel Temple in Wickliffe.
Her approach to Christianity is
based on God’s everlasting love
and His eternal Light that has the
power to transform a life.

If you are interested in
syndicating the column in your
newspaper, or on your website,
contact her at tleneave@ky-
news.com

“My Grace is
sufficient for
you; for My

strength is made
perfect in (your)
weakness. Most

gladly therefore,
will I rather
glory in my

infirmities, that
the power of

Christ may rest
on me.”

2 Cor. 12:9

The Reboot
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