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Linda Ilnick and Mary Ann Pieper
were roommates at the University of
Kentucky before they taught thousands
of students at Pleasure Ridge Park High
School over more than two decades.

After retiring about three years ago,
Ilnick and Pieper, who are both 62, have
since returned to PRP to work part-time,
filling a vacant counselor’s position.

“We just enjoy what we do,” said Il-

nick. “It’s our family.”
Ilnick and Pieper were among those

honored at the PRP Alumni Association’s
10th annual Hall of Fame awards dinner
on Feb. 11.

Vince Jarboe, a real estate agent who
serves as a city planning commissioner,
and Michael Gritton, executive director
of KentuckianaWorks, said their former
English teachers — Ilnick and Pieper —
inspired them to form the alumni associa-
tion in 2002.

“We took Linda and Mary Ann to Mike
Linnig’s to lunch one day and asked them
what the best way would be to give back
to the PRP community,” Jarboe said.

The alumni association has raised
more than $140,000 for scholarships that
have helped more than 60 students over

the past decade, Jarboe said.
Ilnick, who grew up in Shively and

graduated from Butler High, said the as-
sociation has remained focused on mak-
ing sure students from the largely blue-
collar community can go to college.

She called her induction into the
school’s Hall of Fame a humbling experi-
ence.

“I respect those people so much for
what they’ve accomplished,” Ilnick said.

Pieper grew up in Highland Park and
graduated from Male High. She lives in
Kenwood Hill.

“I consider (the awards dinner) one of
the the highlights of my career,” Pieper
said. “It was wonderful.”

She started teaching English at PRP in
1971and also sponsored the student news-

paper, Paw Print , and the student TV sta-
tion, WPRP.

Ilnick, who lives in Prospect, began
teaching English at PRP in 1972, and also
taught drama and coached the PRP
cheerleading squad for 25 years.

She said PRP’s culture was her main
reason for wanting to extend her career
at the school.

“It’s a great place, a very supportive
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HOW TO HELP
The PRP High School Alumni Association
raises scholarship money for students who
graduate from the school. To make a dona-
tion, call Vince Jarboe at (502) 641-2210 or
send checks to: PRP Alumni Association, P.O.
Box 58051, Louisville, KY 40268.


