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Anne Cope, 66, Valley Station, 40272
Cope’s parents got engaged just be-

fore the flood hit Louisville. Her father,
Avery Cope, lived near 42nd Street and
Broadway, and her mother, Celeste Os-
born, also lived in the West End. They
joined neighbor Catherine Habich and
her daughter Minnie in a boat up Broad-
way to L&N’s Union Station, where they
then took a train to Bardstown. They
stayed with a lady who owned a restau-
rant so there was plenty of food. The
owner’s daughter had measles and Os-
born, a nurse, took care of her while
they were there. Cope’s favorite story
her parents told of the flood was about
her dad’s pet chicken. “He took it with
him on the train. They thought it was a
rooster and they named him Oscar, but
it laid an egg so they changed the name
to Oscar Belle,” she said.

Ruth Sutter, 84, Okolona, 40219
Sutter, who retired from the old

Methodist Evangelical Hospital, lived
at 1701 W. Gaulbert Ave., which wasn’t
flooded. Her aunt and uncle who lived
on Greenwood Avenue weren’t so lucky
— they lost everything to the water. “It
was terrible,” Sutter said. “I’ve never
seen so much rain in my life.” Sutter’s
parents had10 relatives and friends liv-
ing in their house during the flood.

Betty Stoess, 86, Crestwood, 40014
Stoess lived on Dearborn Avenue in

the West End. Her father, Hubert Rich-
ardson, had just bought a brand new
Chevrolet that was destroyed by flood
waters inside their garage. Her uncle

from Hardin County, Guy Williams,
used his car to pick them up. She and
her sister Martha went to school for a
month in Hardin County with their
cousin. Her parents traveled home
each day to clean up the mud inside
their flooded house.

Lee Grossman, 83, Graymoor-De-
vondale, 40222

At the time of the 1937 flood, “our
men's clothing store, Loevenhart’s, was
on the corner of Third and Market
Streets, across from Levy Bros. There
was approximately a two-block area on
Market Street that was not flooded. …
The only flooding we had in our store
was a backup of water from the sewer
system in our basement. … My sister,
mother, and I (I was 8 years old) took
what I believe was the last plane out of
Louisville, a small one- or two-engine
plane that had flown medicine into
Louisville (if my memory is correct)
that was flying back to Indianapolis. We
lived at the Commodore Apartments at
the time, and my uncles who owned the
Loevenhart store wanted to get us out
of Louisville so they could attend to the
problems of the store. They had to take
a motorboat to get to the store. … We
continued on to Chicago (where I was
born and had relatives) by train and
spent the school semester in Chicago”
before returning to Louisville.

Reporter Charlie White can be reached at
(502) 582-4653. Reporter Martha Elson can
be reached at (502) 582-7061.

Refugees from the flood gathered at the Louisville Armory (now Louisville
Gardens), Sixth and Walnut streets. LENNOX ALLEN/COLLECTION OF GARY L. VANCE

Flood survivor: ‘I’ve never
seen so much rain in my life’
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community that values education,” she
said.

Pieper said her main reasons were to
“keep connected with kids,” as well as
Ilnick and other staff members.

The school’s first graduating class
was in 1962. It now regularly graduates
about 400 students a year, making it one
of the largest graduating classes in
Louisville.

There were175 alumni who attended
this year’s dinner, which raised about
$15,000. Proceeds from the dinner go to-
ward college scholarships for PRP sen-
iors.

Jarboe said the organization con-
tinues to accept donations, and they
plan to divide the money among six sen-
iors who are graduating in May.

The alumni association also awarded
the Norton Healthcare Excellence in
Teaching Award to Carol Buckingham,
a math and business teacher who cur-
rently runs the school’s credit recovery
lab.

Gritton said Buckingham has helped
countless kids overcome personal diffi-

culties and earn enough credits to grad-
uate on time with their peers.

Two others were honored as new
Hall of Fame members: Dr. David A. Ca-
sey, an Alzheimer’s expert and member
of the faculty at University of Louis-
ville School of Medicine, and Bruce
Johnson, the James Brown Graham
Professor of Economics at Centre Col-
lege.

Reporter Charlie White can be reached at
(502) 582-4653.

» COVER PHOTO: Mary Ann Pieper,
right, gets a hug from Michelle Gritton
Proffitt, from PRP’s class of 1981.

Dinner organizer Vince Jarbo, class of 1980, gives directions to 2003 graduate
Mandy Mullins, left, and Katlyn Wallace, who will graduate this spring with a
scholarship from the alumni association to the University of Louisville.

Counselor’s office clerk Cathy Cook, left, looks through the alumni association
awards with Mary Koshert, whose daughter Linda Ilnick received a Spirit Award.

INFORMATION
To learn more about the alumni associa-
tion, go to www.prphs.org.

MORE PHOTOS
An online gallery is at courier-journal.com/
southwest


