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With both gingerliness
and purpose, Susie Sla-
baugh Hencye cradled the
thick lump of molten glass
in the wooden paddle.

She rotated the long
pipetheglasswasattached
to,spinningit inthecurved
paddle to round out the
glass’s edges while the
wood sizzled and smoked.

“I’ll do anything I can to
help me get closer to it,”
said Hencye, noting that in
glassblowing, the artist
usually can’t touch the
piece until it is complete.
“It’s a magical process.”

Gettingcloser toherart
is something that has re-
cently taken on a new
meaning for her.

Hencye and her hus-
band, Shawn, opened Twin
Glass Studio, a retail, edu-
cational and creative
space in mid-December in
the storefront below their
condoinNortonCommons.

Susie Hencye is the
main glassblower. Her
husband helps manage the
store but also works as an
equipment and machinery
salesman.

Their glass furnace,
which reaches 2,130 de-
grees, is in the room below
their dining and living
rooms.

And when she’s not
working as elementary art
teacher at Walden School,
Hencye is in the hot shop
blowing glass or teaching
others how to, her son and
daughter not far behind
her.

“The intimacy of the
studio — I’ve heard from
customers that they love
it,” said Hencye, 35, who
has worked at Louisville
Glassworksdowntownand
Flame Run Glass Studio
and Gallery on East Mar-
ket Street.

Twin Glass Studio —
named for her 6-year-old
twins — includes the hot

shop in the back of the
space.

A room with a table and
art books is in front of that.
In this space, the Hencyes
host birthday parties and
classes about art.

And at the front of the
shop is the retail space,
where pieces made by
Hencye and assistant Paul
Stone are on display.

A Norton Commons
neighbor, Bob Horner,
came into the store on Val-
entine’s Day to get a gift
certificate and remarked
on the different functions
within one space.

“You see the art and
meet the artist and see
where it was made, and
that’s cool,” he said. “It
brings uniqueness to the
neighborhood.”

Hencye studied the art
at the Pilchuck Glass
School near Seattle and
other places, and went on
to work as the resident
glassblower at the Dolly-
wood theme park in Pigeon
Forge, Tenn., and then at
Glassworks and Flame
Run, which her family still
owns.

She has now brought
those talents to Norton
Commons.

“There’s just some-
thing honest about looking
at artwork and talking
about it,” she said. “It’s my
hope that I can bring not
only glass to this area but
an appreciation of art.”

Reporter Emily Hagedorn
can be reached at (502)
582-7086.

Glassblower brings her art
to Norton Commons studio
By Emily Hagedorn
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Susie Stabaugh Hencye, with assistance from Paul Stone,
wraps glass around glass at her Norton Commons studio.
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Anne Cope, 66, Valley Station, 40272
Cope’s parents got engaged just be-

fore the flood hit Louisville. Her father,
Avery Cope, lived near 42nd Street and
Broadway, and her mother, Celeste Os-
born, also lived in the West End. They
joined neighbor Catherine Habich and
her daughter Minnie in a boat up Broad-
way to L&N’s Union Station, where they
then took a train to Bardstown. They
stayed with a lady who owned a restau-
rant so there was plenty of food. The
owner’s daughter had measles and Os-
born, a nurse, took care of her while
they were there. Cope’s favorite story
her parents told of the flood was about
her dad’s pet chicken. “He took it with
him on the train. They thought it was a
rooster and they named him Oscar, but
it laid an egg so they changed the name
to Oscar Belle,” she said.

Ruth Sutter, 84, Okolona, 40219
Sutter, who retired from the old

Methodist Evangelical Hospital, lived
at 1701 W. Gaulbert Ave., which wasn’t
flooded. Her aunt and uncle who lived
on Greenwood Avenue weren’t so lucky
— they lost everything to the water. “It
was terrible,” Sutter said. “I’ve never
seen so much rain in my life.” Sutter’s
parents had10 relatives and friends liv-
ing in their house during the flood.

Betty Stoess, 86, Crestwood, 40014
Stoess lived on Dearborn Avenue in

the West End. Her father, Hubert Rich-
ardson, had just bought a brand new
Chevrolet that was destroyed by flood
waters inside their garage. Her uncle

from Hardin County, Guy Williams,
used his car to pick them up. She and
her sister Martha went to school for a
month in Hardin County with their
cousin. Her parents traveled home
each day to clean up the mud inside
their flooded house.

Lee Grossman, 83, Graymoor-De-
vondale, 40222

At the time of the 1937 flood, “our
men's clothing store, Loevenhart’s, was
on the corner of Third and Market
Streets, across from Levy Bros. There
was approximately a two-block area on
Market Street that was not flooded. …
The only flooding we had in our store
was a backup of water from the sewer
system in our basement. … My sister,
mother, and I (I was 8 years old) took
what I believe was the last plane out of
Louisville, a small one- or two-engine
plane that had flown medicine into
Louisville (if my memory is correct)
that was flying back to Indianapolis. We
lived at the Commodore Apartments at
the time, and my uncles who owned the
Loevenhart store wanted to get us out
of Louisville so they could attend to the
problems of the store. They had to take
a motorboat to get to the store. … We
continued on to Chicago (where I was
born and had relatives) by train and
spent the school semester in Chicago”
before returning to Louisville.

Reporter Charlie White can be reached at
(502) 582-4653. Reporter Martha Elson can
be reached at (502) 582-7061.

Refugees from the flood gathered at the Louisville Armory (now Louisville
Gardens), Sixth and Walnut streets. LENNOX ALLEN/COLLECTION OF GARY L. VANCE

Flood survivor: ‘I’ve never
seen so much rain in my life’
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