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Gov. Steve Beshear recently proposed
funding for a project that’s important to
the future of Oldham Reserve.

And Oldham officials say that project
— an Interstate 71 overpass — could im-
prove the viability of the 1,000-acre busi-
ness, retail and residential park in
La Grange, assuming the Legislature ap-
proves the project’s funding.

But at the same time, Oldham officials
seem to be wavering on whether to invest
more local money in the park.

“We’re holding on to a balloon that’s
going up and on fire,” Judge-Executive
David Voegele said at a Fiscal Court
meeting this month. “And we don’t know
if we should hold on or let go.”

Oldham Fiscal Court and the
La Grange City Council, each of which al-
ready has invested $10 million in the
park, may be asked to contribute more.

“I’m sitting here next to the
(La Grange) mayor (Bill Lammlein), who
is squirming a little bit,” Deputy Judge-
Executive John Black said at a meeting
about Oldham Reserve held for officials
and the public Jan. 30.

“I know he’s sitting here not knowing
where he’s going to come up with” any
more money for the park. “He’s
strapped.”

“You’re absolutely right,” Lammlein
said.

Plans for a full I-71 interchange — not
just the overpass — have been shelved
because the state wasn’t interested, offi-
cials said at the meeting.

But they said the overpass will give
motorists another access point to Oldham
Reserve, which so far is home to just one
business, the Rawlings Group, the coun-
ty’s largest private employer.

The planned overpass would connect
Allen Lane and Commerce Parkway on
the north side of I-71 with New Moody
Lane on the south side. It would allow mo-
torists who get off at exit18 in Buckner to
have a way into the park.

Oldham officials hope the overpass
can be built in a way that would allow in-

terstate on and off ramps to be added lat-
er.

Besides the overpass, the park also
needs roughly $20 million for roads so it
will be ready for more development, ac-
cording to the Oldham-La Grange Devel-
opment Authority. The authority over-
sees development of the park and works
with the Oldham Chamber and Economic
Development office.

“To make Oldham Reserve success-
ful, it will have to be about infrastruc-
ture,” authority chairman Donald Bash-
am said.

The development authority estimates
that the overpass will cost $11.4 million.
Beshear proposed spending $15.6 million
on the overpass in the six-year highway
plan that he proposed in January. His
plan still must be passed by the Legisla-
ture, which then would make the funding
available to be spent for construction.

“I think it’s significant that the state is
willing to support the construction of the
overpass in this way. We have a serious
traffic problem in Oldham, and this helps
alleviate that congestion,” said Deana
Epperly Karem, executive director of the
Oldham Chamber and Economic Devel-
opment office. “Plus it opens a new en-
trance into the Oldham Reserve cam-
pus.”

At the Fiscal Court meeting, Magis-
trate J.D. Sparks criticized the Oldham
Chamber and Economic Development of-
fice’s work on Oldham Reserve so far,
saying it had attracted only one business.

Describing the park, Sparks said, “We
have a cow pasture with a road running
up to it.”

Work on Oldham Reserve coincided
with the recession, which has made mov-
ing forward difficult, Karem said. But
she has been approached by businesses
interested in locating in the park —
though infrastructure is the main factor
holding businesses back.

A four-lane Ring Road would circle the
southern and western part of the park
and comes with a roughly $13 million
price tag, according to figures compiled
by the development authority.

Peak Road would connect Ky. 53 on the
eastern edge of Oldham Reserve to New

Moody Lane on the west and would cost
almost $5.2 million.

Eden Parkway has been built just to
the Rawlings Group. Extending that from
the north end of the park to Ring Road
would cost a little more than $2 million.

After discussing the feasibility of lo-
cal governments giving more money, the
local officials at the public meeting
turned their focus to getting the lead de-
veloper of the park, the Hocker Group, to
contribute more.

The Hocker group, a real-estate devel-
opment and investment company, has an
option to buy 180 acres for a retail center
and has first right of refusal regarding
companies that want to come into Old-
ham Reserve.

Technically, the development author-
ity ended its contract with the Hocker

Group when plans for the I-71 inter-
change were halted.

But D. Talmage Hocker, president of
the Hocker Group, told officials he is still
interested in working on the park, Karem
said. The Hocker Group was also the only
company that recently submitted a qual-
ifying proposal to market and sell the
park.

But officials want to see more out of
the Hocker Group before they commit to
funding more of the project. Hocker did
not return several calls seeking com-
ment.

“He’s the man who has to put up part of
the money if he wants to be part of the
project,” Lammlein said.

Reporter Emily Hagedorn can be reached at
(502) 582-4621.
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Overpass proposal
sparks discussion
on Oldham Reserve
Investing local funds into park is a concern
By Emily Hagedorn
ehagedorn@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Prospect Police Chief Marvin Wilson
has retired after11years with the depart-
ment.

The city will miss Wilson’s service,
Mayor Todd Eberle said.

“He’s the only chief that I’ve worked
with,” he said, adding that Wilson was in-
strumental in community police initia-
tives, encouraging officers to walk their
beats in commercial areas and creating a
community resource officer position.

Wilson, of Jeffersontown, also over-
saw the department as it changed to hy-
brid police cruisers and aided the city by
taking on code enforcement cases.

“He was most helpful in that area over
the years,” Eberle said.

Wilson had recently been off the job,

receiving workers’ compensation. Eber-
le declined to say why Wilson was unable
to work.

Wilson came to Prospect from the
Louisville Police Department.

Capt. Larry Johnson, who served as
acting chief before Wilson was hired, is
filling in again as interim chief, but he is
retiring next month.

The city hopes to have someone hired
to lead the nine-officer department by
the time Johnson retires. Prospect is ac-
cepting resumes through March 1.

Wilson will help the new chief transi-
tion into the position, Eberle said.

Reporter Emily Hagedorn can be reached at
(502) 582-4621.
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