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Assume you reach four 
spades doubled on the bidding 
shown. West leads the K-A 
of clubs, then shifts to a low 
heart. How would you play the 
hand?

At first blush, it seems you 
should go up with the ace of 

hearts. Finessing the queen 
appears to be a foolish risk, 
because you have no useful 
discard to make on the ace of 
hearts even if the queen wins 
the trick. Nevertheless, the 
fact remains that if you take 
the finesse, you are practically 
certain to make the contract.

Let’s see what happens if 
you do finesse. After winning 
the heart with the queen and 
discarding a diamond on the 
ace, you ruff dummy’s last 
heart. Next you play the ace 
and another trump, forcing 
West into the lead with no 
safe way out. He must either 
concede a ruff-and-discard or 
lead a diamond into your A-K-J, 
handing you the contract.

Now let’s see what happens 
if you don’t finesse the queen 
of hearts at trick three. In that 
case, you eventually go down 
one against proper defense, 

losing a spade, a diamond and 
two clubs. The difference is 
that at the point where West is 
given the lead with the spade 
king, he can exit safely with a 
heart, marooning you with a 
diamond loser.

It is not difficult to justify 
the heart finesse once it is 
granted that West opened the 
bidding with one notrump (15 
to 17 points). Only 17 points 
are missing, and it is not pos-
sible for West to be in the 15- to 
17-point range without the king 
of hearts.

Finessing the queen of 
hearts therefore gives you 
the best chance to make the 
contract. It’s not because you 
need a discard, but because 
it affords you an opportunity 
to strip the dummy of hearts 
and establish a position that 
renders West helpless.

Tomorrow: Test your play.

DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 Highlander
5 Pacific island group
10 See the sights
11 Sparklers
12 Nick and Nora’s dog
13 Speaks
14 Peace Garden State 

capital
16 Equality State capital
20 Tennis star Nadal
23 Animation frame
24 Panic
25 Diner offerings
27 Knight title
28 Closer
29 Constitution State capital
32 Aloha State capital
36 School paper
39 Historic times
40 Reps
41 Benefit
42 Bess’s love
43 Winter glider
DOWN
1 Wild guess
2 “ — fan tutte”
3 Inning count
4 Mine transport
5 Singer Sledge
6 Conscious
7 Rent out
8 Pub pints
9 Ship initials
11 Superman’s father
15 Attention-getting sound
17 March Madness org.
18 Dickens girl
19 Different
20 Reckless
21 Inter --

22 Jamie of “MASH”
25 Catalan painter
26 Infinite
28 Printing array
30 Skimpy swimwear
31 Third point in tennis
33 Russian river
34 Vacation spot
35 Not new
36 Kanye’s music
37 Conceit
38 For each

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
You will notice that in the next six 

weeks, your focus on money, cash flow 
and earnings will intensify. In fact, some 
of you might make some major expen-
ditures!

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Today the Sun enters your sign, where 

it will stay for the next month. This 
means it’s your turn to recharge your 
batteries for the rest of the year. Yeehaw!

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
In the next few weeks, you will need to 

take a break from your recent spate of 
popularity. By contrast, you’ll be relieved 
to work alone or behind the scenes.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
An increase in popularity is going to 

take place in your life during the next 
month. Be aware of this. Accept all 
invitations, and enjoy schmoozing with 
others.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
The Sun is now going to slowly cross 

the top of your chart for the next six 
weeks. This is the only time all year this 
happens, and it puts you in the spotlight!

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
In the month ahead, grab every op-

portunity to travel or get further educa-
tion because you’ll want to explore more 
of life. Enjoy meeting people from other 
backgrounds.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Gifts, goodies, favors from others and 

unexpected generosity will be coming 
your way in the next six weeks. Just say, 
“Thank you, world!”

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
During the next month, the Sun will be 

as far away from you as it gets all year. 

This means you’re going to need more sleep, because 
the Sun is your source of energy.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Expect to be motivated to work hard in the coming 

month. Act on this urge, because you can get better 
organized at home and in your job.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Lucky Capricorns will slip away on a vacation in the 

month ahead. You want to play, party, flirt and enjoy 
fun times with children.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Home, family and your private life will be your focus 

in the next six weeks. This is also a good time to re-
search real-estate deals.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Busy you! In the month ahead, you’ve got places to 

go, things to do and people to see. The pace of your 
days will accelerate!
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