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Vikings From B-1

By GRANT STEVENS
The Morehead News

At halftime of Rowan
County’s Elite 8 matchup
against Southwestern,
Viking fans were given
another reason to celebrate
as senior forward Adam
Wing capped off a monu-
mental career. He was rec-
ognized as a finalist for the
illustrious Kentucky’s Mr.
Basketball award.

With a career of more

than 1,700 points and 1,000
rebounds, Wing has been
more than a great player
during his time with the
Rowan County program; he
has been somewhat of an
unstoppable force in the
16th Region, as he also took
home the 16th Region Co-
Player of the year honor.

Unable to accept the
award at halftime due to
his Vikings’ battle against
Southwestern, Wing’s par-
ents Greg and Paula Wing
did what any proud parents
would do and accepted the
accolade in their son’s
name. 

Wing said it is a great
privilege to be voted as one
of the finalists for Ken-
tucky’s Mr. Basketball.

“I am deeply honored to
be presented with the
opportunity to be Mr. Bas-
ketball,” Wing said.  “Bas-
ketball has been a huge
part of my life and it just
shows you that if you con-
stantly work hard, in the
end it can pay off.”

Leading the Vikings to
another district and region-
al championship, Wing car-
ried himself on and off the
floor just as well as he
played during the game.

Wing said his good for-
tune is something to defi-
nitely be thankful for.

“I have been very

blessed,” Wing said.  “Win-
ning three district champi-
onships, two region titles,
and playing in a state tour-
nament final…life has
treated me well.”

Like so many greats
before him, Wing recognizes
the contributions provided
by the people who have
loved and supported him
throughout his career.

“There have been so
many people who have
helped me mature into the
young man I am today, I

don’t know if I could thank
all of them,” Wing said.
“My parents, coach Thack-
er, coach Mann, coach Gabe
Brown, Coach Mitchell,
coach Shadon Brown,
Coach Singleton, Coach
Hodge and Coach Kelly
Ford.  I can’t forget my
team-
mates for
always
being
there to
believe in
me, there

are so many more I only
wish I could name them
all.”

Grant Stevens can be
reached at gstevens@the-
moreheadnews.com or by
telephone at 784-4116.

Wing named Mr. Basketball finalist

Kentucky Mr. Basketball finalist Adam Wing pulls up on a jumper for the
Vikings. (Photo by Grant Stevens)

Parents of Adam Wing,
Paula and Greg Wing,
accept their son’s award
for 16th Region Co-Player
of the Year and Kentucky
Mr. Basketball finalist.
(Photo by Grant Stevens)

the score 27-23 in favor
of the Vikings.

Townsend would
knock down one more
three before the half to
lead the Vikings with
10, as it entered the
locker room with a 33-
30 lead.

Those who have seen
the Vikings in action
this season know that

senior forward Adam
Wing is an integral part
of the Rowan attack.
Despite having the
lead, Wing did not score
a point in the first half,
something Wing said
was a result of the
strong defense applied
by the Warriors.

“It was tough for me
here today,” Wing said.
“I give them credit, they
played solid defense,
and I just couldn’t seem
to break loose tonight.
It was tough, it seemed
like a couldn’t get a
shot to fall.”

Following the half
Trevor Newsome

pushed the Viking lead
to four, 36-32, following
an early three.

From this point, the
Vikings would suffer a
scoring draught, while
the Warriors went on a
9-0 run. The Vikings
responded with a 9-5
run to end the third
quarter, capped with a
steal and layup by

Townsend, tying the
game at 45.

“I thought we played
well in the first half
and at the end of the
third quarter,”
Townsend said.  “We
never really got into a
good rhythm offensive-
ly, their length and ath-
leticism made it diffi-
cult for us.”

A Townsend steal and
layup kept the momen-
tum in Rowan’s favor
early on with a 47-45
lead. This would be the
final points as the
Vikings wouldn’t score
until Wing connected
on a three at the 1:48

mark.
Turnovers turned out

to be the difference
maker in the game, as
Southwestern nabbed
several Rowan County
passes to build a lead
off consistency from the
free throw line.

During the critical
three-minute stretch,
Thacker noted the
impact of his team’s
offensive mishaps.

“We just got stuck on
47 for too long,” Thack-
er said.  “They have
great hands, and
they’re really active
defensively, and we
turned the ball over too
much in that stretch.
We knew coming in
that they were a good
free throw shooting
team, and we didn’t
want to put them at the
line.”

Townsend and Egan
had nice outings in
their final appearances
in green and white,
leading the Vikings
with 19 and 16.  Thack-
er contributed nine,
with Wing finishing a
rough night with five.

As the fab three of
Wing, Townsend and
Egan all made there
way to the sidelines at
the end of the game, it
marked the end of a
fantastic era at Rowan
County.

A trip to the state
finals last year, and a
repeat run to the state
tournament this year,
left Thacker with fond
memories of the great-
ness that exited the
court last Friday.

“This senior class was
special, extremely spe-
cial,” Thacker said.  “It
will be a tough banquet.
There will be a few
tears shed that day,
and they are great kids
in more ways than just
basketball.  The way

they have cared about
each other, and the way
they have been so
unselfish.  A super tal-
ented group that cared
most about winning,
and not about num-
bers…that is truly a
special thing.”

Grant Stevens can be
reached at gstevens@the
moreheadnews.com or
by telephone at 784-
4116.

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
TIMOTHY O’BRIEN, DC 

IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF

ADVANCED
CHIROPRACTIC CARE

(former location of Dr. Bob Fluskey)

Prevention, Correction or Treatment of:
▪Headaches ▪Fibromyalgia ▪Disc Injury

▪Neck and Back Pain ▪ Arm/Leg/Shoulder Pain
▪Arthritis ▪Sciatica ▪Scoliosis ▪Sports Injuries

▪Auto and Work Injuries
Licensed Massage Therapist

WALK-INS WELCOME

606-780-7400
547 West Main St.,

Morehead KY
(across street from the new Rowan County Courthouse Complex)

Viking guard Tyler Thacker stays strong
amidst a swarm of Warrior defenders.
(Photo by Grant Stevens)

Senior forward D.J. Townsend prepares to pull a cross over in
front of the crowd at Rupp Arena. (Photo by Grant Stevens)


