
FRANKFORT —
Work continued in
earnest last week on a
budget proposal sent to
us by the House, as our
days were filled with
meetings to discuss
various details of the
two-year spending
plan.

While those discus-
sions dominated much
of our time, we consid-
ered and approved
many other important
measures, as well.

The Senate took
steps to create a sys-
tem to help catch per-
sons suspected of
injuring or killing a po-
lice officer. More than
50,000 law enforce-
ment officers are as-
saulted or killed while
on duty each year. Sen-
ate Bill 32 would es-
tablish an emergency
alert system that is
modeled after the suc-
cessful Amber Alert.
The ‘Blue Alert’ would
be administered by the
Kentucky State Police
and use law enforce-
ment communication
systems, electronic
highway signs and
media across the state
to spread information
after an officer has
been reported wounded
or missing.

The Kentucky Blue

Alert will allow law en-
forcement to facilitate
a speedy capture of vio-
lent criminals before
they endanger other
citizens. The bill is
named in honor of
Kentucky State Police
Trooper Jonathan K.
Leonard who died on
Dec. 19, 2006 while re-
sponding to a call in
Pike County.

We also passed bills
this week to address
obesity and obesity-re-
lated illnesses. The
Trust for America’s
Health ranks Ken-
tucky third in the na-
tion – a bad third, not
a good one -- for child-
hood obesity, a precur-
sor to Type II diabetes.
We need to do some-
thing to change those
numbers.

Senate Bill 198 en-
sures that diabetes ed-
ucators have the
proper instruction and
credentials. It is impor-
tant for our citizens to

receive correct and ap-
propriate information
about the disease. We
want to make sure the
people teaching them
about one of our most
serious public-health
issues are qualified to
do so.

A recommendation
from the Taskforce on
Childhood Obesity,
Senate Bill 110 would
give school districts the
option to allow citizens
access to school sports
and physical fitness fa-
cilities during non-
school hours. The
measure allows schools
to charge a fee for com-
munity use, and pro-
tects districts from
liability if anyone is
hurt. It also allows
artistic, civic, literary
and other activities in
addition to the recre-
ational and sports
usage originally envi-
sioned by the task-
force.

Another bill that
gained our approval
this week was Senate
Bill 8 that would re-
quire that any admin-
istrative bodies
appointed by the Gov-
ernor be dissolved
within 180 days after
the end of his or her
term. They could, how-
ever, be reappointed by
the Legislature if
deemed necessary.
Supporters say this
would reduce the num-
ber of appointed bodies
that remain in place,
costing taxpayers
money years after they
are no longer relevant.

These measures now
go to the House for
their consideration.

We passed House
Bill 293 this week, a
bill that pertains only
to those rare instances
in which there is only
one candidate running
in an election. The
measure allows dis-
tricts to open only one
polling booth in such 
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The Morehead News
welcomes your letters
on topics that affect
our readers.

Here are some
guidelines that will
help your letter get in
the newspaper more
quickly.

• Letters must not
exceed 300 words. 

• No more than one
letter per calendar
month will be pub-
lished from the same
author.

• Address the editor.
No “open letters” to
anyone, including pub-
lic officials. Even when
responding to someone

else’s letter, write to
the editor and not that
person.

• Letters must be
verified. All letters
should be signed with
the address and tele-
phone number in-
cluded so we can make
sure that you sent the
letter.

All letters will be
printed at the sole dis-
cretion of the editor.

We reserve the right
to edit all letters.

Send letters to:
The Morehead News
722 W. First Street

Morehead, KY 40351

Letters Policy

Your Elected 
Representatives

Judge-executive 
Jim Nickell
Rowan County Courthouse
600 West Main Street
Morehead KY 40351
606-784-5151

• • • • • • •
Morehead Mayor 
David Perkins
City Hall
105 East Main Street
Morehead KY 40351
606-784-8505

• • • • • • •
State Sen.
Walter Blevins Jr.
P.O. Box 604
West Liberty KY 41472
1-800-372-7181 (Office)
email: walter.blevins
@lrc.ky.gov

• • • • • • •
State Rep.
John Will Stacy
P.O. Box 135
West Liberty KY 41472
606-743-1516 (Home)
1-800-372-7181 (Frankfort)

• • • • • • •
State Rep. 
Rocky Adkins
P.O. Box 688
Sandy Hook KY 41171
606-738-4242 (Home)
1-502-564-8100 ext. 659
(Frankfort)
606-928-0407 (Ashland)

• • • • • • •
U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers
2406 Rayburn House Office 
Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-225-4601
606-679-8346 (Somerset)

• • • • • • •
Sen. Mitch McConnell

317 Russell Senate
Office Building
Washington, D.C 20510
202-224-2541

• • • • • • •
Sen. Rand Paul
5 Russell Courtyard 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-4343

The Morehead News

SALUTES
If you would like to
nominate someone to
be featured in The
Morehead News
Salutes, please send
a brief description of
the individual, cou-
ple or group to:

“SALUTES”
The Morehead News
722 West First Street
Morehead, KY 40351

All nominations will
be considered; how-
ever, our Editorial
Board will be respon-
sible for making the
final decision. 

The Morehead News

SALUTES
Maren Bylund

We salute 9-year-old Maren, granddaughter of Bob and Pam By-
lund of Morehead, who raised $387 with a home baked cookie sale

in her Lexington neighborhood to buy food for tornado victims.
One person gave her $100 for a single cookie. Maren is the daugh-

ter of Jason and Erin Bylund.

Men who once shouldered a rifle now
carry a cane. Men who once drove trucks
and tanks now steer a two-wheeled
walker. Men who once flew in airplanes
and sailed in ships now ride in wheel-
chairs.  

Men who once stood ramrod straight
now struggle to stand fully upright. Men
who once could see like an eagle now are
lucky to see at all.

Men who once could hear a twig break
in the forest or jungle now rely on hear-
ing aids.

Today their bodies show the wear and
tear of the passage of 70 years since they
answered their country’s call to arms,
part of a force of 16 million American
men and women.

They are America’s Greatest Genera-
tion, the veterans of World War II, a van-
ishing breed described by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt as the “pride of
our nation”.

About 40 of these valiant men and
women are still alive in Rowan County,
according to the Corbie Ellington Post
126 of the American Legion and the
Rowan County Veterans Foundation, Inc.

Nationally, we are losing World War II
vets at the rate of nearly 1,000 each day.
Most have reached or are very close to
their 90’s.

By any standard, each of these men
and women is a treasure, not only to
their families and communities but to
this entire nation. They and their com-
rades literally saved the world from
Hitler and Hirohito.

In that spirit, the Legion and the vets
foundation partnered last Saturday with
the Morehead United Methodist Church
and the Osher Lifelong Learning Insti-
tute at UK to sponsor an event featuring
10 of our local WWII vets.

Dr. Jack Ellis, our resident historian,
author, educator and a WWII veteran
himself, recounted the exploits of heroes,
sung and unsung, from Rowan County
which he included in two of his books.

The final part of the program featured
personal stories from the men who lived
those experiences and were fortunate
enough to live to tell about it.

Some mentioned the horrors of com-
bat. Others told of the loss of dear
friends on far flung battlefields and
oceans. Still others told of what they did
behind the lines to support those fighting
on the ground, in the air and on the sea.

By the time the last old soldier, sailor
or airman finished his comments, it was
clear to everyone present that their
sense of duty is unchanged, that the love
of country still glows in their hearts, and
that their pride as defenders of this free
land is stronger than ever.

Thank you, gentlemen. You may be at
ease. 

In Our Opinion

WWII vets – tested and 
true after 70 years

Become our friend on
Facebook: facebook.com

/themorehead news

Readers of The Morehead News are invited to
submit suggestions for local news coverage, ideas
for editorials, and topics for personal columns by
the Publisher and others. E-mail your input to
kkappes@themoreheadnews.com or fax to 606-
784-7337. Mail material to: Keith Kappes, Pub-
lisher, The Morehead News, 722 W. First St.,
Morehead, KY 40351.

Your input is invited!

Local schools

MARVIN

MOORE

Superintendent

Rowan Schools
Week in Review

See ROWAN on A-7

Congratulations to
Matt Stokes (Clearfield
physical education
teacher) who had more
on his mind that bas-
ketball on Wednesday
at 3:49 p.m. as he was
celebrating the birth of
his son. William
Matthew was 7 lbs. 15
oz. and 19 3/4 in. 

Thanks to the volun-
teers who took time out
of their busy schedules
to meet and advise stu-
dents on college and ca-
reer readiness during
Operation Preparation.
They are Jennifer An-
derson, Kim Bandura,
Patty Brown, Ben Ca-
hall, Matt Chapman,
Julia Flannery, Ramona
Gardner, Paul Good-

Senate Week in Review
General Assembly

WALTER

BLEVINS

State
Senator

See FORUM on A-7


