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boost offset the loo on state
assistance, the recipient would
lose out, caught in the mid-
dle.

"It's ridiculously complica-
ted, Mrs. Judd acknowledged.
"People are not benefiting as
much as the SS increase had
intended. But the federal reg-
ulation is there, and we must
act accordingly. "

The problem might have been
corrected if the federal govern-
ment had permitted the states
to disregard the federal raise
in determining their own pay-

ment schedules.
What all this has meant in

terms of people losing out on
state aid can best be shown
by comparing pre-- SS raise
and subsequent figures. Mrs.
Judd said that "usually on a
month- - to-- month basis, there
is sometimes a little increase
in recipients, or it stays sta-

ble. "

But statistics comparing
May to June show the effect
the SS increase and subsequent
state cut-of- fs have had.

In Letcher County, for in--
tance, there were 58 fewer

cases receiving state public
assistance. The breakdown is
as follows:

AGED--May:81- 7; June: 790.
BLIND " : 43; "

: 4
DISABLED: from 264 to 257.
AFDC: From 615 to 592.
Other area counties showed

a similar trend. The following
report the May to June changes
in the respective assistance
categories:

LESLIE
AGED: From 473 to 457.

AND

BLIND: From 55 to 56
DISABLED: From 142 to 138.
AFDC: 432 to 427

KNOTT
AGED: From 675 to 65L
BLIND: From 47 to 48
DISABLED: From 244 to 237
AFDC: From 427 to 410

PERRY
AGED: From 831 to 784
BLIND: From 51 to 50
DISABLED: From 231 to 226
AFDC: From 520 to 502.

IN SUM, THERE WERE 199
separate cases dropped from
the state's public assistance
rolls in the month the SS in-

crease went into effect.
Statewide, there is a similar

accounting. There were about
2, 500 fewer aid to the aged
recipients; 35 fewer blind re-

cipients; about 150 disabled
no longer got checks; and a
total of 200 Aid to Families
of Dependent Children (AFDC)
checks were eliminated. The
breakdown there is as follows:
In May, 40, 106 adults and
101, 808 children; in the next
month, 39, 761 adults anH
100. 919 children.
Obviously, a far greater

number of Kentuckians have
had their checks diminished,
although not terminated. Ex-

act figures here are not yet
available. But if the number
of terminations is any indica-
tions, the number of cut checks
must be alarmingly high.
It's not quite what was inten-

ded when the federal government
tried to give people a break
by raising their Social Security
checks a bit.
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THIS PHOTO TAKEN AT ISOM is of damage done on Little Colley by operations
of the Valley Coal Co. (Eagle photo).

MINING FIRM GETS WARNING . . . (from Page 1)

damages. Because of that
suit, he and his attorney,
Harry M. Caudill of Whites-bur- g,

have not allowed the
operation to come onto the
property to clear the tons of
mud and debris away. Caudill
explained that he would let
the firm do that only if "it
were part of an overall settle-
ment of every aspect of the

"case.
Therefore, Grim said, it will

be necessary for Valley Coal
Co. to take the necessary le-

gal action to get on Sexton's
land in order to clean up. It's
up to him (Hurley) to get that
done by July 23, " he noted.
Grim acknowledged that "it's

been quite a while" before
action was taken against the
company for damage done
over a half-ye-ar ago. But,
he explained, there have been

other sanctions taken against
the outfit. "We denied him
two different permits on the
Low Gap of Colley' and "we
deleted part of an area which
had been on the original per-

mit. "

Nonetheless, "We've had a
bad experience up there. "

Grim added that "part of the
trouble was on the part of the
operator, and some was due
to the wet nature of the ter-
rain he was working on. "

He contended that the Little
Colley area is particularly
wet, more so than most moun-
tain strip sites.
Grim said that his agency

"has learned something from
all this. " The Division "was
negligent in that the permit
was issued where it shouldn't
have been, " he stated. But,
he continued, "We had no way
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of knowing that at the time.
You tell by past experience
in this business. Now we know
that a permit should not be ed

in such a wet area. "

Also, the Division now knows
that it shouldn't allow overbur-
den from one bench to all be
dropped onto another one, which
was done in the Valley case.
"We now have a policy that any
multiple-sea- m stripping can
have no more than a third of
the spoil stacked on a lower
bench, measuring from the
high-wa- ll out. "

The bad experience with the
Valley Coal Co. points up
what Grim termed the "trial
and error" aspect of his job.
"This is a new field. We deal
with complex problems no one
has ever faced before. We can
only learn as we go, " he said.

In this case, he acknowledged,
"We had to learn the hard way. "
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