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THIS IS ONE OF THE MANY PICTURES which have
been collected through the years by Pearl Dixon.
It was taken on December 24, 1916, "at the Guord
Schoolhouse at an entertainment of P, B, Dixon's. "

The site is at what is now the mouth of Orchard
Branch.

Mr. Dixon was able to identify most of those In
the photograph. The rows are not well defined, but
in the back are: R. B. Caudill, Lige B. Dixon, Gladys

PEARL DIXON AND

It's a good thing for Letcher
County that there are people
like Pearl Dixon around to
keep track of It.
For years now he and his

wife Cora Fields Dixon have
been maintaining an informal
history of their families and
of their county. It is in the
form of scattered notebooks
in their Blackey home, photo-
graphs, clippings--an- d a col-

lection of Mountain Eagles
that go back to the begin-
ning of the paper in 1907.

Pearl and Cora have been
married for 54 years now, but
knew each other even before
that. "Why, I can remember
Pearl from when he was on
Kings Creek, " Cora recalled.
"I remember trying to catch
him and Arthur (Dixon) play-
ing fox and dogs. I can still
see them running away through
those grapevines, " she said
with a chuckle. Pearl Dixon
Is former Judge Arthur Dixon's
uncle, although only a few
years separate them.

Arthur and Pearl Dixon have
properly developed the repu-

tation as local historians- -
"It's so important

that the folks today know what
their past is, what's gone on
before they got here, " Pearl

Wild.
An afternoon spent talking

with the couple at their home
ran the gamut of discussion
about schools to which Dixon
was actually the first to set-

tle along Elk Creek ( It was
John--Pear- l's great great
grandfather--wh- o settled at
the head of Elk around 1804).

Pearl Dixon began teaching
In one-roo- m schools back In
1916 at what was then the
Guord schoolhouse. It was

OTHERS LIKE HIM KEEP TRACK LETCHER

located at the mouth of Or-

chard Branch. He later taught
at Gander (now Carcassone),
Klenco In Perry County and
also on Elk Creek. He wishes
that Gander's name had never
been changed.
When he started at the Guord

school, his enrollment was
35 students. Dixon still has
the record books. "Sometimes
if someone needs to get a
birth record or something
they just come to me and I

look it up In my old files. "

But in 1923 he was faced
with the task of slnglehand-edl- y

teaching 125 students,
first grade through the eighth.
How did he do It? "I don't
know, " he smiled. He en-
joyed the work, although he
admits he was somewhat com-
pelled to go into the teaching
profession: "Father and grand-
father were teachers. If I
didn't become one, I was a
disgrace to the Dixon gener-
ation . "

Eventually he had to quit,
however. "There wasn't

pay- - - $35 a month, plus
a dollar for board each week. "

That was about 1925, and
Letcher and surrounding coun-
ties were in the midst of the
big mining era. "The develop-
ment of the coal industry was
one of the most progressive
parts of our history, he said.
"Any man who wanted one
could find a job. There was
no big pay--- $1. 50 or so a day-an- d

there were no safety rules.
But people came from every-
where. Our native people
stayed put. Others moved

though. After two or
three months at one camp
they'd move on to another. "

Before the UMW came on the

Buckhold, Troy Back (with a hat), Elma Dixon, Fred
Stamper, Allie Dixon, Effie Dixon, and Hester Mae
and Gordon Wampler.

In front of them are Hubert Caudill, Jane Lusk (hat),
Bryant Dixon, Pearl Dixon, Henry Miller, Nando Cor-net- t,

Betty Dixon, R. B. Caudill, O. T. Brown (wear-
ing the white tie), J. Harvey Hogg, Dawson Dixon,
Mallie Dixon (in the white blouse), Margaret Lusk,
and Alex Combs.

OF

scene, there was little organ-
izing or even grumbling about
the dangerous conditions, Di-

xon stated. "The operators
had the miners down and out. "

When the union came along,
according to Dixon, "the
whole county got organized
at just about the same time,
in the early '30's. " In his
view, however, "without the
assistance of President (Frank

NEXT a Lusk woman (in the hat), Oma Blair,
Oscar Dixon (partly hidden), Nerva Caudill, Mag
Caudill, Henry Caudill, Peggy Dixon, Jim Dixon
(bearded). Bill Dixon (behind Jim); Vernon Dixon
(with the cap), I. T. Dixon (bow-tie- ), and Vina
Mull Ins.

IN THE FRONT -- - Jane Caudill, Arch Caudill, Wat-
son Collins, Fess Whi taker and his son Carl, and Melissa
Simmons.

COUNTY'S PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

lin) Roosevelt and Governor
Albert Benjamin Chandler, if.
(the union) might never have
made it. "
After teaching, Dixon worked

for 14 years with the power
company, and then for another
12 years or so he worked for
coal companies In a non- - miner
role. Then from 1952 to 1960
he was a mail carrier.

But it was teaching he liked

the best. Today's consolida-
tion of schools bothers him,
he said. "I don't like to sound
like I'm just
but the schools then were bet-
ter than they are now. The
children were taught principles.
Now of they teach them any-
thing at all it's not worth much. "

Dixon thinks it unwise to bus
children far away from their

(Contirued on Page 14)

PEARL AND CORA FIELDS DIXON have known each other since childhood
and have been married foe 54 yean. (Mountain Eagle photo)


