
This article is the first in a
three-part series exploring the
growing epidemic of prescription
pill abuse and addiction in
Nelson County and Kentucky.
This series follows the story of a
recovering addict and explores
broader trends contributing to
pill abuse through three stages: in
today’s paper, “A growing addic-
tion,” on Sunday, “Impacting a
community,” and on Wednesday,
“The path to recovery.”

ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

The journey out of prescription
pill addiction for one recent
Nelson County Drug Court grad-
uate was an escape from the dark-
est period of her life into the
prospect of self-acceptance and
forgiveness. 

“I could have had to spend the
last 27 months in prison away
from my son,” said the graduate,

who for the purposes of this arti-
cle will be referred to as Ashley.
She asked that her real name not
be used in this article for the sake
of her son. “So I was very grate-
ful for the opportunity to have
Drug Court, and it gave me a
chance to get my life back,
because living as an addict is liv-
ing in hell.”

The shame and guilt Ashley
felt after a year of addiction was
overwhelming.

“At the end of my addiction,
my active addiction, I had tried to
commit suicide twice. I was men-
tally obsessed with the
painkillers. … When I didn’t have

them my body and my brain both
just craved them. Even though I
knew some of the things I was
doing to obtain those pills I
shouldn’t have been doing, it was
like I had no control, and the dis-
ease of addiction had taken con-
trol over me.”

A growing addiction  
Stories like Ashley’s are

becoming more common
throughout Kentucky, which has
the sixth-highest per capita death
rate for prescription drug over-
dose and soaring numbers of peo-

New committee has been formed 
to find possible solution
JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

The financial conundrum of whether to preserve
the historic home of Anatok or demolish it com-
pletely has left Bethlehem High School officials
scratching their heads to figure out the most logical
solution. 

No decision has yet been made on the fate of
Anatok, the 165-year-old ante-
bellum mansion in the school’s
backyard. It is still up in the air. 

In 2009, Bethlehem
acquired some property that
included Anatok, as well as a
Physician’s Office Building
from St. Joseph Parish. The
school was able to convert the
lower level at the Physician’s
Office Building into a rehears-
al hall for choir and drama.
However, Bethlehem couldn’t
find a viable solution to pre-
serve Anatok. 

They created a strategic
five-year plan to determine the
use of Anatok and the property
on which it sits. 

According to Bethlehem Principal Tom
Hamilton, an initial committee included members
from the community, economic development, real
estate, city hall, construction and finance. The
group explored different options for the 165-year-
old mansion, whether it be tearing it down, relocat-
ing the building or incorporating it into Bethlehem’s
campus.

In October 2011, the first committee, Anatok I,
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Officials look for solutions to flood issues
U.S. Rep. Brett
Guthrie tours New
Haven with others to
look for answers
JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

NEW HAVEN — U.S.
Rep. Brett Guthrie met with
New Haven officials
Tuesday to discuss how to

alleviate flooding issues in
the area.

Guthrie, along with
Brandon Brummett, an out-
reach coordinator with the
U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, New Haven
Mayor Bobby Johnson and
Magistrate Keith Metcalfe
met under the Lyon’s Station
Bridge off KY 52 to discuss
using Section 205 of the
Flood Control Act to help
the town of New Haven with
its frequent flooding issues. 

The Flood Control Act
provides authority to the
Corps of Engineers to plan
and construct small flood
damage reduction projects
that have not already been
specifically authorized by
Congress. Some of the fix-
tures Section 205 could pro-
vide include making alter-
ations to buildings, trans-
portation facilities, storm
drains, utilities and other
structures and improvements
made necessary by the con-

struction of the project. 
Other possible solutions

Section 205 offers includes
preparing a flood manage-
ment plan, which is designed
to reduce the impact of
future flood events in the
area. 

According to Brummett,
whichever project is pur-
sued, the town of New
Haven would be responsible
for the operation and main-
tenance. 
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New Haven Mayor Bobby Johnson, far left, and others lis-
ten to Brett Guthrie talk about the economical damage
that has wreaked havoc on New Haven due to flooding.
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Bethlehem High School has formed an addition-
al committee to discuss the fate of Anatok, a
165-year-old mansion on the school’s campus.

Future of Anatok
still in limbo

The Hidden Face of

Drug Abuse
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Vandalism is a
problem for the
165-year-old
mansion.

A recovering addict tells her story of addiction

See PILLS, page A9

“
At the end of my addiction, my
active addiction, I had tried to com-
mit suicide twice. I was mentally
obsessed with the painkillers.

“ASHLEY,” RECOVERING ADDICT

Relay Roundup
Several Relay for

Life fundraisers get
started this weekend
in the community.


