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How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A10

By BRUCE SCHREINER
Associated Press

WEST LIBERTY More than
two weeks after tornadoes
destroyed most of  the east-
ern Kentucky town of West
Liberty, the elementary
school was back in session
Monday.
“The students are excit-

ed,” said West Liberty Ele-
mentary School Principal
Vickie Oldfield, adding one

student who had some disci-
pline problems in the past
had vowed, “It’s a new build-
ing and I’m going to have a
new record.”
She said an abandoned

factory now being used as
the school will be the tempo-
rary quarters for about two
years. In the back of  the
building, workers were
readying temporary offices

for the county board of edu-
cation.
Oldfield said a new school

was already in the works
when tornadoes destroyed
much of  the town March 2.
The twisters lifted the roof
off  the old school and offi-
cials decided it was unsafe
for students and teachers to
return to the building, about
2 miles away, she said.
Teachers and staff  have

dubbed the new school “The
Miracle on the Hill” after
workers converted the once-
empty shell of a building in-
to bright classrooms in

about a week.
“It will give them time to

heal,” she said of  the chil-
dren, several of  whom had
homes destroyed in torna-
does that killed 23 across
Kentucky.
“We were already so far

into the school year that
they had a rapport with

their teachers. And at this
age, a teacher is almost like
a family member.”
Gov. Steve Beshear toured

the school Monday, stopping
in every classroom. Beshear
was also touring the town,
about 90 miles east of  Lex-

School reopens 2 weeks after twister
West Liberty Elementary students
‘excited, healing,’ principal says
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“It’s an amazing feat to see what these
folks have pulled really out of the
rubble of what was West Liberty.”

Gov. Steve Beshear

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

ASHLAND Dogs are going
missing in Boyd County, and
they aren’t showing up at
the animal shelter. 
Some are being taken by

those impersonating animal
control officers, county offi-
cials say. Others are simply
being removed from their
owners’ property.
According to Paul Helton,

director of the Boyd County
Animal Control Center, 22
dogs have been reported
missing during the past
month in the county, the
majority in Ashland.
“We have some people im-

personating animal control
and intimidating people be-
cause they have their dogs
tied up,” Helton said. 
The disappearences seem

to be concentrated during
the weekends and in the
neighborhoods off  13th
Street and Blackburn Av-
enue, said Aimee Dixon, the

shelter’s secretary, who has
taken most of the distraught
dog owners’ calls on Monday
mornings.
“They call to report, and

to see if  we have their ani-
mal,” she said. 
Helton said more than

one dog owner has reported
being approached by an in-
dividual or as many as four
at a time.
“They go in there and tell

someone they don’t like the
way they are treating their
animal, (and) that they are
the Humane Society, and
they are going to get war-
rants and charge them with
animal cruelty,” Helton said.
The people then tell the

owners if  they let the pet go
with them, no charges will
be filed.
Helton said pet own-

should be on the alert. He
said animal control officers
in Ashland and Boyd have
ID badges and drive official
vehicles. He advised those
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Vtech, a 9-week-old boxer owned by Jessica Tibbs, disap-
peared from his home in Ashland on Friday.

Dogs go
missing
in Boyd
Shelter boss: Animal
control impersonators
using intimidation
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Argillite Elementary School Community Problem Solving team members, from left, Callie Ramsey, Alexis Prichard,
Kinsley Baier, Hailey York, Michael York and Jaxon Sweeney look over a scrapbook they compiled to document their
project.

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

ARGILLITE

C
hildren don’t like to think
other youngsters are going
hungry.
But that is what one group

of students found out when it was
scouting for project ideas last fall.
Community Problem Solving

team members at Argillite Elemen-
tary School read a newspaper story
about Helping Hands, the Greenup
County nonprofit that works to feed
and clothe those in need.

The story was a call for donations
at a time when the agency’s shelves
were almost bare.
The children did research and

learned some sobering facts about
families in Greenup County who
don’t get enough to eat. Among oth-
er things, they learned their school
has a brown-bag program that
sends weekend food home with
some of their classmates who may
not have food at home.
So they agreed to launch a year-

long project and call it HOPE,
which stands for Helping Other Peo-
ple Eat. “We thought that Helping

Hands needed support and that
even kids our age could do some-
thing like this,” said Alexis
Prichard, one of six students on the
team.
She and her teammates, Callie

Ramsey, Kinsley Baier, Hailey York,
Michael York and Jaxon Sweeney,
kept their project going through the
long school year, dreaming up and
executing several projects to collect
food and spread the word about the
need for donations.
The students are all fourth-

graders, except for Michael York,

HOPE for those in need
Argillite students champion, win
state award for hunger project

By LEE WARD
The Independent

ASHLAND Allergy suffer-
ers should prepare for the
worst, experts say.
“It’s awful,” said E.B.

Gevedon, allergist at Fami-

ly Allergy Services in Ash-
land. “In nearly 30 years of
practice, I haven’t seen it as
bad as it has been the past
year.”
Gevedon said last year,

the Tri-State experienced
about 20 more inches of

rain than usual, which bol-
sters the mold count.
“We had that dreadful

storm last year that flooded
Foodland and ultimately
led to its closure,” he said,
noting water in buildings
not properly cleaned and

dried can lead to severe
mold allergy problems.
“We have continued to

see patients with mold in
basements or at work all
year along,” he said. “We
had hoped for a cold winter,
which would have reduced
the mold count and infec-
tions, but we had a mild
winter and early spring.
Lab analysts expect an ex-
plosion in tree pollen
counts this week with

Sneezy, wheezy misery
Get ready for particularly
bad season, allergist says
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