
THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT SATURDAY, 05.5.2012  |  C5

1325 Clyde T. Barbour Pkwy.
Maysville, KY

606-759-0331

658 West Water St.
Flemingsburg, KY
606-845-5811

Fly Season is Here!

We can help you have a

Minerals

Insecticide Ear Tags

Plus Permectrin Fly & Louse Dusts & Spray

Y.Tex 
xp820

Y.Tex 
Python Magnum

• Cattleman’s Pride Weathershed® Beefb reeder Mineral with Altosid (579-20101)

• Cattleman’s Pride Fly Stop Hi-Mag Mineral (579-28001)

• Cattleman’s Pride Fly Stop CTC (579-28101)

• Cattleman’s Pride Fly Stop Minaral Block w/Altosid (579-85031)

“NO FLY”Zone.

TRUE BUILT BARNS 
3 1/2 miles SE of Flemingsburg, Ky. on Rt. 32
 (next to the Fast Track Shell)
606-845-0540 • 1-800-710-4822
Quality is our Goal!  Ask For Sam Yoder or Dan Esh

Since 1991 RENT
-TO-

OWN

FREE Delivery within 150 miles • www.trubuiltbarns.com  

Our Buildings are ready 
for your Spring Cleaning

Get organzied 
and ready for 

Spring with one 
of our buildings. 

Available in 
many sizes.
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JENNA FRYER
Associated Press

TALLADEGA, Ala. | 
It’s on to Talladega Su-
perspeedway, where the 
focus Friday was on engine 
temperatures and tandem 
racing and everything that 
factors into the fast Ala-
bama track.

But as everyone turned 
their attention to Sun-
day’s race, there was still 
a slight hangover from the 
dramatic decisions that 
altered NASCAR’s last 
outing.

A late penalty took Carl 
Edwards out of conten-
tion for the win Saturday 
night at Richmond, and 
a caution for debris gave 
Kyle Busch the opening 
to take the victory away 
from Tony Stewart. After 
finishing third, Stewart 
complained the debris was 
nothing more than a plas-
tic bottle that provided 
zero threat to anyone on 
the track.

Both drivers left Rich-
mond unhappy with 
NASCAR, but both had 
cooled by the time they got 
to Talladega.

“There is nothing else 
that I can do,” said Ed-
wards, who was penalized 
for jumping a restart. “I 
am satisfied with that per-
sonally, that I did every-
thing I could do and that 
is that.”

Stewart also seemed re-
signed to simply accepting 
the final outcome.

“It looked like a bottle 
to me, but the end result is 
the same thing: it still cost 
us an opportunity. It still 
cost us a win,” Stewart said. 
“Yes, they did what they 
needed to do, but you just 
hate the timing of it. And, 
you hate that it even hap-
pened in the first place.”

Either way, the late-
race theatrics had people 
talking, and that’s what 
NASCAR needed after a 
stretch of ho-hom rac-
ing. The last month has 

featured unusually clean, 
caution-free racing, and 
the long green-flag runs 
have stretched the field 
and eliminated accidents. 
The last multi-car ac-
cident in the Sprint Cup 
Series was at Martinsville 
Speedway, three races ago.

On Friday, NASCAR 
president Mike Helton 
defended both the penalty 
against Edwards, “it was 
never in doubt he jumped 
the restart,” and the need 
for the caution debris that 
spoiled Stewart’s race, “it 
was a good bit more signif-
icant than a water bottle. 
We know the difference 
from a water bottle.”

But he didn’t discount 
the affect both incidents 
had on the perception of 
the overall product, which 
usually spikes whenever 
NASCAR is shrouded in 
controversy and drama. 
Helton remains confident 
there’s plenty of action 
ahead for NASCAR.

“I’ve been around long 
enough that I’ve seen 
stretches where we’ve 
got more drama than we 
can handle, and I’ve seen 
stretches where the fo-
cus should be on the race 
track,” he said. “So just 
sit tight. In my opinion, 
there’s going to be drama, 
and there was a little last 
weekend between them 
and us.

“Tony didn’t like our 
call, Carl didn’t like our 
call, and those are the 
two guys that tied for the 
championship last year. 
And they were both mad 
at us. Mad at us because 
of the intensity of them 
wanting to win races, and 
that’s what drives the 
sport. I think (intensity) is 
alive and well. When that 
turns into drama — just 
stay tuned.”

Now comes Sunday at 
Talladega, where it’s un-
clear what kind of racing 
fans will see.

The 2.66-mile super-
speedway has tradition-
ally been one of the most 
exciting venues on the 
NASCAR schedule, in part 
because of the constant 
threat of a massive ac-
cident that can collect a 
large portion of the field. 

Focus moves to Talladega 
after last week’s drama
EDWARDS 
AND STEWART 
MOVE ON

COLIN FLY
Associated Press

LOUISVILLE | Kendall 
Hansen has big plans. Not 
many of them have gone 
over well with the rest of 
the thoroughbred industry.

There’s a definite buzz 
surrounding his nearly all-
white colt and namesake, 
Hansen. Then, there’s the 
owner, a doctor who oper-
ates a pain management 
clinic in Crestview Hills, 
who keeps finding odd 
ways to amplify it.

“I’m just a little strange,” 
said Hansen, who dyed 
the tail of his horse blue on 
the day of the Blue Grass 
Stakes last month only to 
quickly remove the color-
ing when he thought the 
alteration might force his 
horse to be scratched by 
racing stewards.

He also brought a large 
contingent of young 
women in tight dresses 
that were wearing blue tails 
to celebrate with him even 
though the horse finished 
second to Dullahan. He 
called the group employees 
of his clinic.

“Yeah, they actually 
bought a couple different 
outfits,” he said of their 
Derby plans. “Less conser-
vative, though.”

Other plans he has this 
weekend — a hard party 
after the race and a sky-
writer who’ll spell out the 
winning horse’s name over 
Churchill Downs. He’s also 
made small squishy toy 
horses in Hansen’s likeness 
that he’ll toss in the crowd.

“We’re going to throw 
a few of those around and 
try to hit people in the 
head in the audience,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, Dullahan’s 
connections have seemed 
to relish needling the doc-
tor in the weeks leading up 
to the Kentucky Derby on 
Saturday. 

Donegal Racing’s 
Jerry Crawford, who owns 
Dullahan, said that Han-
sen’s owner deserves the 
credit for a record turnout 
of more than 40,000 at 
Keeneland the day of the 
Blue Grass.

“Dr. Hansen, to be hon-
est, set an all-time at-
tendance record by about 
7,000 people and in the 
record book it should say, 
‘assist, Dr. Hansen’ be-
cause he threw the party 
that day,” Crawford said. 
“It’s just that we got to 
blow out the candles.”

Indeed.
Hansen’s antics have 

sparked conversation 
at Churchill Downs this 
week, but he had largely 
gone under the radar be-
cause he was vacationing 
with his fiancee and didn’t 
make a public appearance 
until the post-position 
draw on Wednesday.

The 55-year-old comes 
across as clearly nervous 
and anxious when he 
speaks to groups of report-
ers.

“I’ve got to tell you, a 
couple weeks ago I had one 
of my fellow doctors write 
me a little Xanax,” he said, 
shaking at the time. “I’ve 
only used one or two since, 
but I’ll have them with me 
just in case.”

Trainer D. Wayne Lukas, 
a four-time winner of the 
Kentucky Derby, is not a 
fan.

“The whole thorough-
bred industry has turned 
into kind of a circus. I don’t 
think we need to perpetu-
ate that any further,” Lukas 
said. “I think characters are 
one thing, I think you can 
get out of line with that, 
though. We’re a tradition-
bound sport, we did pretty 
good for a couple hundred 
of years with it. I don’t 
think we should put (ad-
vertising) patches on (jock-
eys) like the NASCAR guys 
and I don’t think we should 
dye the horses’ tails.

“We need to keep it 
classy and it gets less classy 
every year, I think.”

Still, Hansen has drawn 
in outside interest even 
with the Tapit colt that is 
instantly recognizable as 
soon as he’s on the track. 
Microsoft announced it 
was sponsoring Hansen 
by stitching its Windows 
Phone logo on jockey Ra-
mon Dominguez’s pants 
for Saturday’s race.

Acting chief state stew-
ard Barbara Borden said 
Friday that Hansen put in 
an application for Domin-
guez to wear the logo and 
that it’s expected to be 
approved later in the day. 
Hansen said the paperwork 
was correctly submitted.

“Stewards just need 
to sign off,” Hansen said. 
“(The) money goes to dis-
abled jockeys.”

Meanwhile, Hansen — 
the Juvenile champion 
horse — and the owner 
stayed away from Churchill 
Downs until they had to be 
here Wednesday with the 
horse training with Mike 
Maker at the trackside cen-
ter about five miles away.

“I’m going to calm it 
down,” Hansen said. “(But) 
we’re going to party very 
hard after the race.”

It’s an odd-couple re-
lationship with Maker, 
a quiet and conservative 
trainer who worked un-
der Lukas as an assistant. 
Maker insists he was in 
the wrong when he and 
Dr. Hansen had a heated 
discussion in the paddock 
the day of the Blue Grass 
over the constant fiddling 
with the horse’s tail. Maker 
said it took him about two 
minutes to get over his 
frustration.

“Old people have argu-
ments with their family,” 
Maker said. “I was in the 
wrong and simply, he went 
to a great deal of expense 
to do what he wanted done 
and the lack of communi-

cation we had between us. 
It was just a big mess, but 
it’s no big deal.”

Maker said he’d wear a 
blue tail — and a blue wig, 
too — if asked.

Hansen beat a field of 13 
that included Union Rags 
and seven other 3-year-
olds who returned from 
last year’s Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile. He won the Go-
tham Stakes in March and 
has finished either first or 
second in all six starts.

Then he lost to Dullahan 
after speeding to the front 
before being caught in the 
final furlong. Dullahan’s 
camp had no problem cel-
ebrating boisterously in 
front of Hansen’s stunned 
group.

“I really didn’t have 
strong words for Hansen’s 
connections before the 
race, I just didn’t have 
many words at all. First of 
all, there wasn’t room for 
many more words and I 
didn’t have any dye kits, so 
it would’ve made it tough,” 
Crawford said. “First of 
all, I love that horse, I love 
Hansen.

“I just think he’s a glori-
ous horse.”

His owner? Maybe not so 
much.

“Whoever wins the 
Derby is an amazing horse, 
a special horse and (I need) 
to do something a little ex-
tra,” said Hansen, explain-
ing his plans for the sky-
writing plane. “He knows 
how to spell Hansen. We’ve 
got that down.”

Hansen’s antics gives way to rivalry
‘I’M JUST A LITTLE STRANGE’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Owner Kendall Hansen, left, reacts with partner James Shircliff, 
right, after their Kentucky Derby horse race entrant Hansen 
was placed in the No. 14 post position in their draw at Churchill 
Downs in Louisville on Wednesday.
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The Lady Bears’ offen-
sive difficulties are partly 
due to their recent tough 
schedule. Four of Bracken 
County’s last five op-
ponents boast a record of 
15-6 or better.

“We’re not scoring 
runs,” Persinger said. 
“But, we faced excellent 
pitching tonight. They are 
an excellent team, which is 
ranked in the state.”

Considering the quality 
of the competition, Pers-
inger was actually pleased 
with his team’s perfor-
mance.

“I don’t put much stock 
in moral victories, but we 
definitely had one tonight 
by at least giving ourselves 
a chance (to win),” he said. 
“We make a couple of 
more plays and have a few 
more hits, and it’s a one-
run game.”

Walton-Verona showed 
its power right from the 
start as Jenalee Ginn 
blasted a two-out, solo 
home run over the fence in 
right-center field.

Bracken County picked 
up its lone hit in the bot-
tom of the second. Cassi-
dy Jefferson’s bloop single 
dropped just over the 

glove of Walton-Verona 
second baseman Kirstin 
Anderson. Jefferson 
moved up two bases on 
a sacrifice and an infield 
ground out, but the Lady 
Bear sophomore was left 
stranded at third when the 
inning ended.

The Bearcats added two 
more runs in the top of 
the third. Julann Ginn led 
off with a walk and Kasey 
Troxel followed with a 
single to left field. 

On the following play, 
Ginn beat out the tag at 
the plate on Amber Wat-
kins’ sacrifice bunt. 

Three batters later 
Kelsey Mosier’s line shot 
to right field allowed 
Troxel to come home for 
the 3-0 lead.

The Lady Bears got run-
ners on base in the third, 
fourth, sixth and seventh 
innings, but only Jordan 
Wells in the bottom of the 
final frame got into scor-
ing position.

Walton-Verona added 
an insurance run in the 
top of the seventh. Jessica 
Gregg reached on a field-
ing error and then Jenalee 
Ginn drove her home with 
a single to right field.

Hannah Thacker and 
Jenalee Ginn combined to 
throw the one-hit shut-
out. Thacker pitched five 
innings and allowed the 

lone single, while strik-
ing out seven and walking 
two. Ginn threw two in-
nings in relief and tallied 
one strikeout and one 
walk.

“We hit the ball pretty 
well,” Walton-Verona act-
ing head coach Marlon 

Gregg said. “There were 
a couple of errors that 
helped us out, but pitch-
ing is what won the game. 
(Our pitchers) hit their 
spots, moved the ball up 
and down in the zone, and 
created a lot of ground 
balls.”

The victory was Wal-
ton-Verona’s seventh 
straight and 11th in its last 
13 games.

Bracken County hosts 
Mason County in a dou-
bleheader on Monday. The 
opening game’s first pitch 
is scheduled for 5 p.m.

Walton-Verona  102  000  1 — 4  6  2
Bracken County  000  000  0 — 0  1  2
WP: Thacker, LP: Conley.
Hitting leaders: WV—Jen. Ginn 2-3, 

2 RBI, R; Anderson 2-3; Troxel 1-3, R; 
Roth 1-3; Watkins 0-3, RBI; Mosier 
0-4, RBI; Jul. Ginn 0-2, R; Gregg 
0-4, R.

BC—C. Jefferson 1-3.
Records: Walton-Verona 22-6, Bracken 

County 12-15.


