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Students have been studying genetics and Punnett Squares 
recently.  As they learned about the inheritance of traits, we 
transitioned into the study of DNA—the molecule that codes 
for those traits!  Students began this unit by completing research 
projects on some of the major players in our understanding of 
DNA, including James Watson, Francis Crick, Maurice Wilkins, 
and Rosalind Franklin.  After completing their projects, students 
did their own “Race to the Double Helix” by building models of 
DNA using pipe cleaners and different colors of beads.  Students 
had to develop a key to indicate the color of bead representing 
each component of DNA.  In true historical reenactment, students 
Tyler Hensley and Will Lykins finished building their model first.  

As students have previously completed a model of DNA, we 
took that model of DNA one step further.  We applied Chargaff’s 
Law when we constructed our model, and once again we relied on 
his studies to “unzip” our DNA models and transcribe our RNA.  
Upon completion of an RNA bracelet, students translate the RNA 
into amino acids using the genetic code.  Students will learn how 
some sequences of RNA will translate into the same amino acids.  

Race to the Double Helix

Dennis Combs and Sara Ogans work together to create a 
DNA model.  Dennis counts out the beads that will be used to 
represent the molecules that form DNA as Sara places them 
onto a pipe cleaner that is used to represent the bonds. 

Alex Wagers and Valeria Bontempi work to figure out 
how to construct their DNA model. 

Will Lykins and Tyler Hensley work with the class model 
as they create their DNA model. 

Shark Dissections at BHS

David Strong, Jered Johnson, Aaron Caudill, Dustin 
Lovins, and Robbie Turner show off their preserved shark 
head.

Recently in Mr. Smith’s third period Agriscience class 
students learned about animal anatomy and dissections. When 
presented with the option to preform dissections students voted 
to dissect sharks. During this lab activity, students preformed 
dissections to identify both external and internal features of 
a common dog shark. Students were also able to examine the 
digestive tract of the animal to find out what the shark had recently 
consumed. When the dissections were completed students learned 
about common preservations methods of lab specimens and were 
given the opportunity to keep a part of the specimen as a souvenir. 

Principal For a Day at 
Highland-Turner

Principal Arabella Stamper
To be the principal for the day at Highland-Turner you have 

to have 200 AR Points or more. I, Arabella Stamper, have been 
principal for the day twice this school year. This means that I have 
over 400 AR. Points. On the day that I was principal, I got to help 
the Shakespeare Live people, who came to our school and put on a 
show for the fourth grade, which they did three scenes from three 
different plays of Shakespeare. One play they did for the entire 
school which was “Romeo and Juliet,” one of the most well-
known love stories, they acted it out quickly and then replaced all 
the scenes that lead up to the tragic ending to make it a happier 
ending.  Being principal for the day was fun and exciting, Thank 
you Mr. Stewart can’t wait to do it again!! 

Haley Turner
Principal Robert Stewart has most recently relinquished 

his principal duties to Ms. Haley Turner.  This student had the 
privilege of being principal for an entire day at Highland-Turner.  
Ms. Turner has been reading diligently all year long, and has 
attained their goal of 107.2 AR Points.  Haley did many exciting 
jobs as principal.  Her duties included such things as running 
errands, observations, and helping in the computer lab.  Haley also 
got to dine with other teachers during lunch.  We are extremely 
proud of her for achieving the goal of 100 AR points, and would 
like to encourage every student to read and reach the goal of 100-
200 AR Points so they, too, could also be Principal for a Day. 

Highland-Turner students learn 
about musical instruments

Ms. Miller’s class.
Second and third grade students in Ms. Miller’s class have 

been studying the different types of musical instruments.  This 
study came about after the students read “Moses Goes to a 
Concert,” by Isaac Millman.  In the story, Moses, who is deaf, 
attends a concert on a class field trip.  Moses’ class watches and 
feels the music as the orchestra performs.  The orchestra included 
string, woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments.  After seeing 
the various types of instruments, the students in Ms. Miller’s class 
decided to make some instruments of their own.  Frankie Miller 
made a drum and guitar from household items.  Ethan Day (not 
pictured) also made a guitar.  Hannah Banks brought in a recorder.  
Everyone had a great time playing and sharing their instruments.

Highland-Turner Students of the Week

Front L-R-  Gary Crank, Hayden Mullins, Michael 
Deaton, Kelsey Kincannon, and Colton Oaks  Back L-R-  
Autumn Farler, Michael Turner, Richard Blanton, Brandon 
Patrick, Ashley Stewart, and Erica Spicer.

Principal Robert Stewart and Highland-Turner faculty would 
like to recognize, and honor the following students who exhibit 
outstanding character for student of the week. Congratulations on 
your selection to represent our school!

An early spring has finally arrived at LBJ Elementary School. 
The flowers are in bloom and the grass seems greener than ever 
before. With all the eager anticipation of summer, the children have 
another new feature to display. The new kid-friendly recycling 
bins that have just arrived. These brightly colored yellow bins 
are decorated with animal paintings emphasizing the benefits 
of a healthier cleaner living environment. There are separate 
compartments for each product such as grades of plastic, cans and 
paper. Our six member team is various ages of children that were 
carefully selected for their organizational skills and willingness 
to be a LBJ team player. The Captain (Travis Armstrong) always 
wears a green apron which is a great honor since he is the leader 
of the “LBJ Green Team” boys. PRIDE in the work they do enjoy 
their weekly trips around the classrooms to collect items just to go 
do their duty for the good of the environment.  

The “Green Team” also hung up new bird feeders all over the 
campus of the school and along the LBJ nature walk. The next 
time you see one of these students out and about pat them on the 
back and let them know how proud you are of a job well done. 

 New Bins for the 
Green Team at LBJ

The Green Team by the new kid friendly bin.

The Green Team in action hanging birdfeeders around 
LBJ. 

Math madness at MR-C

Many have enjoyed the basketball games and March Madness 
this year.  However our class has enjoyed Math Madness.  We 
have covered a variety of topics and have recently completed a 
unit on statistics and probability.  We have covered such topics 
as measures of center and variability, dot plots, box plots, and 
histograms.  We have also learned how to use a plot to choose the 
best measure.  Students completed an individual dot plot project 
and a cooperative group project with box-and-whisker plots.  It 
seems when they get together, the students have fun and learn 
at the same time.  Students also made presentations about their 
projects.

We have also been working really hard in the area of geometry.  
To help illustrate circumference, we are going to do a hands-on 
project this week.  So, be on the look- out for upcoming photos.  

Currently we are reading nonfiction/informational stories.   
We are continuing to practice open response and on demand 
writings as well.  


