
eastward on KY 245. But
when the light turned yellow,
Diehlman stopped quickly.
With his heavy load, Vittitow
was unable to stop as quick-

ly, and struck Diehlman’s
car. 

The children were not
transported by Nelson
County EMS, Woodson
said. 

The Bardstown-Nelson
County Fire Department
also responded. 

be added. Furniture has
been purchased and deliv-
ered and will be set up in
time for the grand opening
celebration 2-4 p.m. June
10. 

She added that the last
day of service for the old
Bloomfield Public Library
is June 1. Once the building
is closed, workers will relo-
cate items to the library’s
new branch location for the
next week until the grand
opening.

Shanks also presented the
second reading of the 2012-
2013 fiscal year budget. 

Right now, the budgetary
outline isn’t set in stone, as
many aspects of the budget
are set to coincide with pos-
sible unforeseen expendi-
tures.

“There are some things
we can’t project,” Shanks
said, noting examples such
as insurance and healthcare
expenses. “It’s a weird time
for budgeting because there
are so many things you
don’t know yet,”

“It’s a guideline for us to
go by,” Library Board
President Val Downs added.
“It’s something we can
adjust if we need too.”

In the 2012-2013 fiscal
year budget, the library will
receive $24,921 in state sup-
port, as compared to
$17,500 it received in 2011-
2012. Property tax jumped
to $2,324,000, as compared
to $2,264,881 in 2011-
2012.

Shanks pointed out that
the capital outlay section
has dramatically decreased
from $990,000 in 2011-
2012 to $329,544 in the
2012-2013 fiscal year budg-
et. She said it’s because the

library has already paid a
good portion of its construc-
tion fees for the Bloomfield
branch. 

Telephone costs have also
risen in the 2012-2013 fis-
cal year budget. It is set at
$13,000, as compared to
$8,700 in 2011-2012.

According to Shanks,
part of the increase is due to
the three phone lines that
had to be installed at the
Bloomfield branch. She
noted that she wants three
lines — one for phone use,
one to be shared between
Nelson County Dispatch
and the Bloomfield Fire
Department and one for the
fax machine. 

As for the New Haven
branch, all construction
costs were paid out of the
operating budget, which is
set at $4,000 for 2012-2013,

as compared to $6,000 in
2011-2012. 

As for expenses in the
next fiscal year, Shanks
noted that bookmobile costs
have continually escalated
due to continual problems
with the vehicle. The library
has set aside $6,000 for
operating costs, $2,000 for
repair costs and $1,700 for
insurance fees. 

The 4-year-old vehicle
was taken into a repair shop
last week, but Shanks has
yet to find any legitimate
answers.

“I don’t know what’s
going to happen,” she said.
“I just hope we get it back
Monday.” 

The next meeting of the
Library Board is set for
June 14 at the new
Bloomfield Public Library.

It was scheduled for May
8-11, but was delayed
because of a schedule con-
flict on the part of C. Lloyd
Vest II, the attorney repre-
senting the Kentucky Board
of Medical Licensure. 

It has now been scheduled
for Sept. 11-14 in Louisville. 

The board issued an emer-
gency order against Dodge
May 26, 2011, prohibiting
him from practicing medi-
cine. After a hearing in June,
his license to practice non-
surgical medicine was
restored. 

Physicians had com-
plained that Dodge showed
poor judgment during and
after surgery and that he had
a 44 percent “complication
rate” overall at Flaget
Memorial Hospital. His
physician’s privileges to
operate at Flaget had been
restricted in the past. 

In September 2011,
Jefferson Circuit Court tem-
porarily delayed the applica-
tion of the board’s surgical
license suspension after
Dodge claimed he lost insur-
ance eligibility and partici-

pation after the emergency
order of suspension, result-
ing in a “de facto loss of his
entire practice.” 

But the Kentucky Court of
Appeals struck down that
ruling 17 days later, stating
that a loss of income or rep-
utation didn’t constitute the
“irreparable” harm neces-
sary to release Dodge from
his license suspension. The
court cited the board’s con-
clusion, based on the testi-
mony of three doctors, that
Dodge’s “continued practice
constitutes an immediate
danger to the public health,
safety and welfare.”

On Jan. 4, Dodge’s coun-
sel reported that he could no
longer perform obstetric or
gynecological surgeries
because of damage to his
hands caused by various
arthritic conditions. These
conditions are not reversible,
and a specialist reportedly
confirmed that he should not
perform surgeries. Dodge
had started the disability
claim process and did not
intend to seek hospital privi-
leges to perform surgery
again, according to a second
amended complaint with the
Board of Medical Licensure. 

confusing drawn-out affair.”
More than a year ago,

USPS announced plans to
possibly close the Fairfield
Post Office. In March 2011,
a community meeting was
held to answer residents
questions and offer alterna-
tive suggestions such as free
standing, sheltered P.O.
boxes without a mail clerk.
After this meeting and a
number of appeals, the
USPS announced in
February the office would
close May 18. Since that
time Trent said messages
have been mixed and
unclear.

“They are not really
telling us anything,” Trent
said. “I would respect them
more if they would. If they
really were a red-blooded
American they would side
with some of these issues.”

Trent said his main con-
cerns for the post office deal
with safety and convenience
of Fairfield citizens. 

Trent listed issues such as
people prefer the security of
a P.O. box for business mail
since Fairfield does not have
police protection, elderly
and disabled citizens who
can only access their mail
and money orders by walk-
ing to the office and the con-
venience of checking daily
mail for the city. 

“Bloomfield is four miles
from here,” Trent said. “I
know for the city there is
mail I need to check every
day. Maybe not personal
mail, but I hate to think
about what I would miss for
the city daily.”

Marquess said residents
had previously been told the
main reasons for closing the
office were lost revenue
compared to cost and the
building, which is owned by
USPS, is in poor condition.

“They don’t want to main-
tain the building. They don’t
want to spend the money,”
Marquess said. “And it’s
their building.”

Overall Trent said he feels
there are solutions to the lost
profit problem that are being
overlooked, such as provid-
ing one postmaster to over-
see several of the small rural
offices.

“You can combine some
of these smaller offices like
they do in business,” Trent
said. “You have a CEO who
looks over one store over
here and maybe one down-
town.”

The possibility of a clo-
sure still weighs on Trent’s
mind but so does the reduc-
tion of hours for the other
rural offices. 

“It’s not only going to do
harm to the little town of
Fairfield but the little larger
community around it,” Trent
said. “I think they are going
to feel the impact of what’s
going to happen.”
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Your ad will run in every edition of
The Kentucky Standard and the

Nelson County Shopper for
4 weeks or until you sell your vehicle!

Call 502-348-9003
Holly (ext 120) or Alice (ext 110) 

“Sell your Ride
in the Classifieds”

Also runs on PLG-TV13 for 4 weeks

Only $14.95*!!!
Up to 5 lines (*private party only)
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The Bloomfield Public Library is set to have a grand
opening celebration 2-4 p.m. June 10.

JENNIFER CORBETT/The Kentucky Standard

Board members assess the library’s revised personnel
policy during the Library Board meeting Thursday after-
noon.
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