
President Obama’s evolu-
tionary leap on same-sex
marriage is a historic ad-
vance in the nation’s long
march toward equality and
justice. It is also a bold po-
litical gambit that sacrifices
some votes in exchange for
potentially renewing his
image as a leader of vision
and hope.

The truth is that it should
not have taken Obama so
long to recognize that gay
men and lesbians should
have the right to marry. I’m
one of the many observers
who never understood how
his former opposition to
same-sex marriage could be
squared with the worldview
that emerged from his
speeches and actions. It
seemed incongruous that
someone who so valued
fairness and inclusiveness
would have such a blind
spot.

Nor do I understand
Obama’s criteria for de-
ciding that his “evolving”
view on gay marriage had
completed its transfor-
mation. Was it only
half-baked, say, a month
ago?

Ultimately, history will
care only that Obama was
the first president to ac-
knowledge that same-sex
marriage is a national issue
involving the civil rights of
millions of Americans. The
astonishment and joy ex-
pressed by so many gay
people nationwide after
Obama’s announcement
Wednesday showed what a
big deal this is.

All of us know where

this is heading. Obama said
that although he supports
same-sex marriage, the de-
cision should be left up to
the states. That would seem
to bode ill, since 30 states
have amended their consti-
tutions to prohibit gay
marriage; on Tuesday,
North Carolina overwhelm-
ingly approved such an
amendment, with 61
percent of voters approving
a ban on same-sex mar-
riage.

But polls show that
public opinion on gay mar-
riage has been shifting
rapidly across the country.
A Washington Post survey
in March reported that 52
percent of Americans think
it should be legal for same-
sex couples to marry; 43
percent think it should be il-
legal. In a March 2004 poll,
The Post found that 38
percent of respondents
thought gay marriage
should be legal, with 59
percent opposed. That’s
almost a complete reversal
in eight years.

Moreover, polls show a

clear generational divide:
Americans younger than 40
approve of gay marriage by
a big margin. This explains
the rush to amend state con-
stitutions in what amounts
to a King Canute-like at-
tempt to hold back the
actuarial tide.

But same-sex marriage is
already allowed in Con-
necticut, Iowa,
Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, New York, Vermont
and the District. As more
couples wed, courts across
the country will have to rule
on questions involving mar-
riages that are recognized in
some states but not others.
It may be a long, tangled
process, but eventually a
day will come when same-
sex marriage is considered
unexceptional and only his-
torians appreciate that once
upon a time it was contro-
versial.

Obama’s pronouncement
hastens that day. It also has
shorter-term implications.

It seems clear that his po-
sition on gay marriage will
cost Obama some support
in what promises to be a
tough battle for reelection.
The crucial impact will be
in the swing states. North
Carolina, for example, is a
former Republican
stronghold that Obama won
in 2008. Will the people
who voted so decisively
against same-sex marriage
be motivated to vote against
him in November?

Some will, undoubtedly.
But it was interesting that
Obama’s all-but-certain
GOP opponent, Mitt

Romney, reacted to the
president’s shift on gay mar-
riage with a relatively
subdued statement, reiter-
ating his opposition but
acknowledging that the
issue is a “tender and sen-
sitive topic.” The risk for
Romney is that, although
his position — he wants a
federal constitutional
amendment banning same-
sex marriage — is popular
among Republican primary
voters, it might be seen as
mean-spirited and punitive
by the independents who
will ultimately decide the
election.

Politically, Obama may
have taken a big step toward
reclaiming the future.

The magic of hope and
change that suffused his
2008 campaign has dissi-
pated after 40 grueling
months in office. Obama’s
supporters could point to
his accomplishments and
cite the reasons why
Romney would be a poor
replacement, but the op-
timism and excitement were
missing.

Obama could have kept
silent on gay marriage, and
frustrated progressives
would still vote for him. In-
stead, he spoke out when he
didn’t have to and took a
stance that might hurt him
in key states — reminding
us how he can surprise and
inspire.

Did I just catch a whiff of
that hopey-changey stuff in
the air?
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President Barack Obama
insists that he didn’t an-
nounce his support for gay
marriage out of political
considerations. He’s right.
He did it out of self-regard.

How it must have eaten
away at him to be the first
African-American pres-
ident, yet not associate
himself with what has been
deemed the foremost civil-
rights issue of the age. To
be a progressive in favor of
all things “forward,” but ret-
rograde on marriage. To
know that his stance was a
transparent charade and see
it treated as such by the
lefty opinion makers he re-
spects most. To watch his
sloppy, unserious second-
in-command get all the
credit for moral courage by
forthrightly endorsing gay
marriage on “Meet the
Press” while he clung to his
artful dodge.

As an act of personal
catharsis, the president’s
statement of support was in
an appropriately first-
person key: I, me and my.
He had favored gay mar-
riage back in 1996 when it
was out on the fringe. He
was one of the few people
on the planet who flipped
into opposition as gay mar-
riage became more
mainstream. For a while he
invoked his faith in justi-
fying his opposition, then
he said he was “evolving,”
which everyone understood

to mean he would embrace
gay marriage as soon as he
wasn’t running for re-
election anymore. The
Obama team likes to say
Mitt Romney’s flip-flops
show he lacks a core.
Obama’s long spell of de-
ception on gay marriage
shows he has a core, but
one that he has devoted
much of his national po-
litical career to obscuring.

The president’s will-
ingness finally to say what
he believes increased the
sense among gay-marriage
supporters that final victory
is inevitable. History with a
capital “H” is on their side.
The 21st century itself is
practically synonymous
with gay marriage. Al-
though this smug
confidence will envelop
President Obama as he
campaigns in such lucrative
precincts as George
Clooney’s living room, it

badly overstates gay mar-
riage’s prospects.

History is littered with
the wreckage of causes pro-
nounced inevitable by all
right-thinking people. The
failed Equal Rights
Amendment looked in-
evitable when it passed
Congress in 1972 and im-
mediately 30 states ratified
it. Opposition to abortion
that was supposed to in-
evitably wither away is as
robust as ever. The forces
favoring gun control
seemed unstoppably on the
march when Congress
passed the Brady Bill and
the assault-weapons ban in
the 1990s, but there are
more protections for gun
rights now than two decades
ago.

Gay marriage’s in-
evitability hasn’t been
evident to the voters in 31
states who have written into
their constitutions that mar-
riage is between a man and
a woman. The latest is
North Carolina, where 61
percent of voters embraced
the traditional definition of
marriage in a referendum.
North Carolina isn’t Missis-
sippi. President Obama won
North Carolina in 2008, and
Democrats are holding their
convention there. Nation-
wide, no referendum simply
upholding traditional mar-
riage has ever lost, and even
in Maine, voters in 2009 re-
versed a gay-marriage law

passed by the legislature.
These state constitutional

provisions constitute irre-
ducible facts on the ground.
Reversing them by demo-
cratic means will be the
work of a generation. For
the foreseeable future, the
country will be largely tra-
ditional on marriage, with
enclaves of same-sex
unions as boutique blue-
state institutions lacking full
legitimacy. Rather than
waiting for the tide of
history to do its inexorable
work, advocates of gay
marriage really want the
Supreme Court to impose
their new definition of mar-
riage. Inevitability’s full
name is Anthony McLeod
Kennedy, the swing-vote
justice who is perfectly ca-
pable of remaking marriage
by judicial fiat.

There’s no doubt that
supporters of gay marriage
have made progress, but
they shouldn’t congratulate
themselves yet. Their cause
is still subject to events,
such as President Obama’s
fate this fall. If the pres-
ident’s newly frank support
for gay marriage costs him
crucial swing states, his
coming-out party will be
seen — inevitably — as
more a setback to the cause
than a watershed. 
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Take in all accounts
when deciding
teacher salaries

To the editor:
Regarding your article

“County School District
Fiscal Challenges”:

Superintendent Orr indi-
cated that Nelson County is
ranked 17th in the state in
teacher salaries. He noted
that this is due to our county
being in proximity to all the
top paying districts in the
state and that Nelson
County stands the risk of
losing its best teachers,
administrators and custodi-
ans if they do not pay com-
petitive salaries.

To a limited extent he is
correct, but 40 years in the
business world convinces
me that schools need to
exercise caution in accept-
ing that philosophy as doc-
trine.

Routinely, you hear the
board of directors of various
size corporations espousing
the view that to retain the
best and brightest you must
pay large salaries and
bonuses. What they fail to
take into account are basic
laws of supply and demand.
In the majority of cases,
bright and experienced can-
didates are waiting in the
wings within their own
companies or in neighbor-
ing companies, counties or
states.

These candidates are vir-
tually equal and in some
cases arguably better than
tenured employees since
they often offer a fresh per-
spective while bringing new
ideas and enthusiasm to
their jobs. Nelson County is
a lower cost of living area
versus many of the sur-
rounding districts and as
such, offers incentive for
teachers and administrators
in lower paying counties
within and outside our state
to move into our district.
Given the opportunity,
numerous candidates would
gladly compete for these
higher paying jobs.

Former Principals and
faculty have indicated that
one of the largest unspoken
problems of our school sys-
tem is high Administrative
costs. Witness the recent
JCPS elimination of 40
Administrative positions
after an audit confirmed the
obvious need to restore fis-
cal sanity. Too often School
Boards like Corporations
yield to the philosophy of
automatic incremental
salary increases for the

highly compensated rather
than making the tough deci-
sions in favor of fiscal sta-
bility. The result is
Administrative cost inflation
at the expense of taxpayers
and less money available to
pass along for salary
increases to deserving
teachers.

School boards and
administrators need not
assume that higher pay
translates into higher quality
nor is it always necessary in
order to retain and attract
quality employees.

The laws of supply and
demand are better determi-
nants.

J.R. Rogers
1000 Harding Street
Bardstown

Save a life; Be an
organ donor

To the editor:
Kentucky Circuit Court

Clerks and our dedicated
deputies, have promoted
organ donation for 20 years
through our Trust For Life.
In an exciting development
in the cause of organ dona-
tion, we are proud that
Facebook and its innovative
leaders have committed to
this mission as well. I hope
this partnership will raise
awareness and encourage all
Kentuckians to join the
Kentucky Organ Donor
Registry. Being a registered
organ donor gives hope to
more than 800 patients in
Kentucky on the waiting list
for a life-saving organ trans-
plant.

The Circuit Clerks have
added more than 1.2 million
names to the Kentucky
Organ Donor Registry as
residents renew their
license. However, that is still
only 34 percent of
Kentuckians. With
Facebook, we hope people
will learn it’s not about sign-
ing the back of your license
anymore; it is all about
being a registered organ
donor. Kentuckians can reg-
ister by saying “yes” when
they obtain a state ID or dri-
ver’s license at my office, an
everyone can join online
today at
www.donatelifeky.org.

For more information,
visit www.trustforlife.org or
call our Executive Director,
Shelley Heavrin, 502-322-
5401.

Diane Thompson
Nelson Circuit Clerk
200 Nelson County Plaza
Bardstown

Gay marriage is not inevitable

Obama’s stance on gay marriage, return to hope
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Thanks to
United Way 

To the editor:
Citizens of Nelson

County have a wonderful
resource for those who
struggle with housing —
Bethany Haven Homeless
Shelter, which has been pro-
viding shelter for the home-
less in Nelson County since
1997.

This fiscal year the shel-
ter has provided a safe,

clean  living environment
for 44 individuals to date
with 30 percent of those
moved from the shelter into
permanent housing. This
service is made possible in
part through funding from
United Way.

On behalf of the home-
less in Nelson County, thank
you United Way!

Christy VanDeventer
Bethany Haven Chairperson
512 W. Edelen
Bardstown

The Standard welcomes
letters on topics of general
interest. All must carry the
name and complete address
of the writer.

Writers must include their
daytime telephone number.
The telephone number will
be used for verification only
and will not be published.
Unsigned letters will not be
published. Letters submitted
by organizations must
include the signature of the
president or another officer.

Letters may be edited for
style or length. Letters
should be brief and to the

point.
Please limit letters to 300

words and submissions to
one every 30 days.

The right is reserved to
reject any letter received,
including those we deter-
mine might be libelous.

No acknowledgment of
unused letters can be made.

Address letters to Editor,
Kentucky Standard, P.O. Box
639, Bardstown, KY 40004
or send via e-mail to
news@kystandard.com. You
may also submit letters
online at
www.kystandard.com.
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