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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Ian J. Lydon, 39, Hopkinsville
Ian Lydon builds his own

guitars. His favorite creation is
an electric guitar made from
two pieces of walnut and a
center made of maple. It re-
sembles the guitar Rick Der-
ringer plays, he said. 

Lydon taught himself how
to build guitars and has been
playing for 22 years since his
birthday Wednesday. 

Jazz and rock are his two fa-
vorite genres of music. When
he says he listens to rock he

qualifies
that by not-
ing specific
bands such
as Rush and
King Crim-
son. 

He mostly
makes gui-
tars for the art of it, but will
make custom guitars for any-
one willing to pay the cost of
materials plus $10 an hour for
labor. 

At this point, Lydon only
builds electrics. However, he
plans to start working on a
jazz acoustic in the near fu-
ture. 

“I’ve really reached for the
stars on this one,” he said. “I’m
gonna put my everything in-
to it.”

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

Kentucky lines
Senate panel backs
redistricting rules change.
Local/State A6

Arraigned
3 AC Automotive suspects
plead not guilty.
Local/State A6
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THEN &

WOW
BY NICK TABOR

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

The Christian County Land
Bank Authority, which acquires
vacant and dilapidated properties
and converts them to tax-produc-
ing status, has taken on more than
30 properties since its inception in
December 2007.
In light of  the economic reces-

sion, it has only sold five proper-
ties to developers, leaving 27 on its
for-sale list. In the meantime, Hop-
kinsville has to pay the cost of
mowing these properties rou-
tinely, which amounts to more
than local officials would like, said
Steve Bourne, director of  Com-
munity and Development Serv-
ices.
However, the agency offers a

service that’s fundamentally help-
ful, Bourne said. CDS officials
simply face a challenge right now
of  making the demand for local
properties match the supply. This
means offering the right financial
incentives to entice developers,

Bourne said.
CDS has started many new

grant programs in the last several
years. As they take hold, the land
bank could become more and
more useful, Bourne said.
The Land Bank Authority board

is trying to acquire properties in
blocks that it could sell to develop-
ers all at once, said Brandon Gar-
nett, the board chairman. This
way developers might build multi-
lot apartment complexes.
The land bank has four proper-

ties on Rozelle Avenue and three
on Moores Drive, and most of  its
other properties are in pairs on
the same streets.
The Land Bank Authority con-

sists of  representatives from the
four major taxing districts in
Christian County: Garnett for the
county government, Mayor Dan
Kemp for Hopkinsville, insurance

agent Wynn Radford for the state
and Kenneth Anderson for the
school district.
Anyone who has an unwanted

property can donate it to the land
bank. If  the owner owes back
taxes or has liens from weeds and
trash, land bank officials wipe the
slate clean. No other agency has
this power.
Many people who donate prop-

erty inherited it from a deceased
relative, Garnett said. Banks also
donate properties on which
they’ve foreclosed, Bourne said.
When the board accepts a new

property, it typically has the lot
bulldozed, Garnett said. It adver-
tises the land sale in the New Era.
Potential buyers submit bids, in-
cluding descriptions of  what they
intend to build and their time-
lines. With each bid, the board
considers the way the new con-
struction would affect the neigh-
borhood.
The board tries to break even on
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The Christian County Land Bank Authority acquired this property (photo provided, top) from the
owner and had the house bulldozed. After clearing the back taxes, the land was sold to a Clarks-
ville,  Tenn., developer, who had a new house (above) built and restored the property to tax-pro-
ducing status.

Area land
bank’s 

mission 
awaits 

economic 
thawing

27 properties
on for-sale list

On the Web:
Visit kentuckynewera.com to view a PDF 
of the land bank authority’s property list.

SEE THEN, PAGE A9

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Since a judge over-
turned an Oak Grove ordi-
nance banning certain
kinds of  in-
c e n s e ,
w h i c h
many doc-
tors and
legislators
c on s i d e r
synthetic
drugs, The
T o y B o x

has continued selling the
products, said the busi-
ness owner, Luther Ander-
son.
The store sued the city

immediately after the or-
dinance passed in Decem-
ber, arguing that the city
overstepped its legal
bounds and that its defini-
tion of  synthetic drugs
was far too broad. Chris-
tian Circuit Judge Andrew
Self  temporarily ruled in
the store’s favor.

Synthetic
drug bill
passes 97-0
Tilley’s legislation could render
lawsuit against Oak Grove moot

Tilley SEE SYNTHETIC, PAGE A9

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA FEATURE WRITER 

A project that will update Kentucky state parks with
more energy-efficient equipment is under way. 
The project will replace all obsolete lighting, toilets,

heating and cooling units and sewage treatment systems
in at least nine state parks. Ameresco, Inc. will execute
the updates. 

Project to modernize
equipment, promote 
energy efficiency 

STATE PARKS UPDATE

SEE PARKS, PAGE A9

BY GENE JOHNSON
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

OLYMPIA, Wash. — The U.S. serviceman sus-
pected in the massacre of  more than a dozen Afghan
civilians is a 38-year-old father of  two who served
three tours in Iraq and is based in Washington state.
Still, days after the slayings, the military has kept
under wraps one of  the most salient details — his
name.
Military officials said it was military policy not to

release the name until charges are filed. But

Suspect nameless days 
after Afghanistan massacre

SEE AFGHANISTAN, PAGE A9

Tigers caged 
at state tourney
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