
which mandates client con-
fidentiality. The ALDF
alleges the state does not
have adequate standards of
basic care for animals.

In Kentucky, participating
in a cockfight is a misde-
meanor but it is legal to own
the bird and the parapherna-
lia. In cockfighting, the
rooster’s talons are removed,
its ankles are bound with
tape and metal spurs are
placed where its talons used
to be.

In Nelson County, cock-
fighting is more popular in
the southern parts of the
county, Higgason said.

“I know people in New
Haven who do not want to
be identified who say it goes
on all the time,” Higgason
said.

Higgason found the
remains of a cockfight in
May 2010 beneath a street
sign on Clarktown Road
near Melody Lake. She took
photos of 10 to 12 rooster
carcasses in varying stages
of decomposition that
showed signs of fighting.
Their legs were bound and
taped and their talons had
been cut off.

“You can see how the
combs were removed, their
legs were wrapped — things
that were indicative of cock-
fighting,” Higgason said. “It
looked like someone just
dumped them out there.”

Higgason told Nelson
County Animal Control
about the carcasses and was
told by the shelter to call
Kentucky State Police. She
said Kentucky State Police
told her there was nothing
they could do.

Recent state laws have
held it is an animal control
officer’s job to investigate
cruelty and neglect, accord-
ing to Higgason. 

“It’s frustrating,”
Higgason said. “For a while,
nobody wanted to do any-
thing. The Kentucky State
Police said, ‘Why don’t you
call animal control?’ So
basically nothing was done
about it.”

Higgason went back to
the scene the next day and

the carcasses were gone.
“Even the skeletal

remains were gone,”
Higgason said. “The
Kentucky State Police said
they would call me if they
needed the photos. They
never did.”

Wimsett said he has heard
about cockfighting in
Nelson County and said par-
ticipants are usually
involved in the exchange of
money and drugs.

“There will probably be
some tough people in that
bunch,” Wimsett said.

Wimsett said he can only
recall one case in which he
saw signs of cockfighting. 

He once received a call
from a resident near Melody
Lake who said a rooster was
injured at the side of the
road. 

“Whoever threw it out
there threw it out for dead,”
Wimsett said. “I had never
seen one before. That is
something new on me. Spur
was metal, about an inch
long and curved like a C-
shape.”

Nelson County Sheriff
Stephen Campbell said he
did not hear any rumors
about cockfighting in
Nelson County in 2011. 

“I have heard stories of it
going on in other counties in
a big way,” Campbell said.
“I have not had any com-
plaints of that going on here.
It wouldn’t surprise me that
it goes on somewhere.”

Abuse cases vary from
animal fighting, animal
hoarding and backyard
breeding, which Higgason
said is common in Nelson
County.

Backyard breeders are not
certified breeders, and breed
dogs with the hopes of mak-
ing a profit.

“We have a lot of back-
yard breeding in
Bardstown,” Higgason said.

The Humane Society
took in a Cocker Spaniel
that was surrendered by a
backyard breeder recently
because he could no longer
breed due to having badly
matted fur. It was so badly
matted it could not urinate
properly and it had ammo-
nia burns on its skin from
retaining urine in its matted
coat. Its ears were so badly
infected that it would whim-

per when its ears were
touched, Higgason said.

“As soon as we cleaned
him up, the owner wanted
him back and the Humane
Society said no,” she said.

Animal Control cited the
backyard breeder and she
did not get the dog back. The
dog was sent to an animal
rescue program in another
state.

“I’m almost willing to bet
every Cocker Spaniel
Animal Control receives
comes from that breeder,”
Higgason said.

>> Abuse
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Women’s Healthcare
New Provider: Tricia Pulliam, APRN
Flaget Privileges
Immunizations & Children Vaccines
Home Sleep Studies
Walk-ins Welcome!

935-D Chambers Blvd. • Bardstown
Mon.-Thurs. 8-5pm - Fri. 8-Noon

502-348-6011
www.drsosnin.com><

Sunday,February 5TH   1-4 p.m.

BRIDAL SHOW & PROMOTIONAL PACKAGES
Platinum Package
Includes full back page process color ad in the
Bridal Fair section,Three (3) tables at expo, and
sponsor name in title of fair on all promotions.

Gold Package
Includes full process color page ad in Bridal Fair 
section and Two (2) tables at bridal expo.

Silver Package
Includes 1/2 page ad with process color in Bridal
Fair section and Two (2) tables at bridal expo.

Bronze Package
Includes 1/2-page ad in the Bridal Fair section and
One (1) table at the bridal expo.

Copper Package
Includes 1/4-page ad in the Bridal Fair section and
One (1) table at the bridal expo.

110 W. STEPHEN FOSTER, BARDSTOWN, KY 40004

BLUEGRASS ENTERTAINMENT
& EXPOSITION COMPLEX

(Located 31E & Bluegrass Pkwy., Bardstown)

BRIDAL SECTION PUBLISHES
Wednesday, February 1ST

HURRY!  SPACE IS LIMITED...

Advertising & Show
DEADLINE

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13
Contact an advertising representative at

502-348-9003 

Driver swerves to miss deer, car rolls over
JAMES CALVERT
jcalvert@kystandard.com

A vehicle rolled over
close to KY 733, about two
miles from Boston, early
Wednesday after the driver
swerved to miss a deer.

A vehicle driven by
Christopher Probus, 23,
Lebanon Junction, went off
the road, rolled over and
came to rest against a fence

8:35 a.m.
Dep. Mark Kaminski

from the Nelson County
Sheriff’s Department was
the first to respond to the
wreck about 8:39 a.m.

Probus told the Nelson
County Sheriff’s
Department he was driving
west on Bellwood Road
when he swerved on the wet
road to avoid hitting a deer,
according to a police report.

Probus was not operating
the vehicle properly and
overcorrected or over-
steered in the roadway,
according to the report.

The Bardstown-Nelson
County Fire Department
and EMS also responded to
the wreck.

Probus refused medical
treatment and was seen
walking around after the
wreck.

STAFF REPORT

A Bardstown man suf-
fered possible neck injuries
after a three-vehicle acci-
dent on Louisville Road
Wednesday evening. 

The accident occurred
about 7:13 p.m., as James
W. Gilkey, 62, Bardstown,
was stopped in the south-
bound lane of Louisville
Road, waiting to turn left
onto a private drive about
0.2 miles north of
Bardstown. According to a
report from the Nelson
County Sheriff’s Office,

Jonathan A. Buckman, 29,
Bardstown, was at the
wheel of a 2007 Nissan
Maxima that was stopped
behind Gilkey’s 1997
Dodge Ram pickup truck.

A 1993 Chevrolet
Conventional Cab 4x2
truck driven by Logan T.
Cox, 19, Bloomfield, was
unable to stop in time and
struck the rear of
Buckman’s car, pushing it
into the back of Gilkey’s
truck, which was knocked
into a ditch, the police
report states. Buckman’s
vehicle turned 90 degrees

and came to rest with Cox’s
truck against the driver’s
side door.

Buckman was transport-
ed to Flaget Memorial
Hospital but no one else
was injured, including his
young passenger, Ella
Buckman, 1, Bardstown. 

The report cites inatten-
tion on Cox’s part, along
with a slippery surface and
glare, as contributing fac-
tors to the accident. It was
raining at the time on the
unlighted stretch of road-
way, the report also notes. 

One injured in 3-vehicle pileup on Louisville Road

ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

No teaching positions in
the Nelson County School
District are likely to be cut
next school year, but the dis-
trict is seeking other ways to
handle spending cuts at the
state level and expense
increases locally.

Executive Director of
Operations Tim
Hockensmith appeared
before the Nelson County
School Board at a work ses-
sion at Bloomfield
Elementary last week in
anticipation of a draft 2012-
2013 budget likely to be pre-
sented at January’s regular
meeting. 

“We just don’t think they
can stand further cuts in the
staffing formulas for teach-
ing positions,” Hockensmith
said of district schools. 

But, he added, the district
faced a number of cuts in
state funding during the past
few years, including a drop
in SEEK money from about
$17.5 million in 2009 to
around $15.5 million this
year. SEEK funding is allot-
ted by the state for trans-
portation, special needs and
other costs. 

A statewide SEEK short-
fall announced last month
will amount to about
$446,000 less than was orig-
inally projected for Nelson
County Schools,
Superintendent Anthony Orr
said. That cut was mostly
anticipated in this year’s
budget, said Hockensmith,
who estimated the district
will receive $15 million next
year. 

The district will face
increased expenses once
Thomas Nelson High
School opens in August
2012, Hockensmith added. 

But the board emphasized
that two high schools doesn’t
mean double the staff or
double the cost. 

“A lot of times people will

think, well, you’ve got one
high school, now you’ve got
two — double. Double
everything. It’s not going to
be that way,” board member
Damon Jackey said. 

Board member Nicky
Rapier pointed to plans to
have two assistant principals
instead of three at Nelson
County High School in
2012-2013, and to move one
assistant principal to
Thomas Nelson High
School that year. Ultimately,
the intent is to have two
assistant principals at both
schools, Hockensmith said.
Rapier pointed out that the
district is moving from four
high school principal/assis-
tant principal positions to
six, not eight. 

One way to save costs
would be to cut custodial
staff. Custodial positions are
allocated based on the
square footage of a building,
and increasing the square
footage per custodian could
cover much of the additional
expense incurred with the
new high school,
Hockensmith explained.
Another approach would be
to outsource some custodial
positions, he suggested. 

The board emphasized
that not only are some custo-
dians employed by the dis-
trict considered a “part of the
school family,” many are
asked to perform extra
duties, such as plumbing,
that outside contractors
might not do.

Standardized test scores 
Rapier commended

Nelson County High School
Principal Eric Gilpin and
TNHS Principal Wes
Bradley on their implemen-
tation of a number of new
programs, but reminded
them that he was concerned
about stagnant test scores. 

“Test scores are going
down in some subjects. We
cannot have that,” Rapier
said. “Whether test scores

are right or wrong, that’s
what we’re judged by.” 

Rapier was likely refer-
ring to PLAN and
EXPLORE standardized test
scores presented to the board
last month. Composite
scores on the PLAN test,
administered to high school
sophomores, have showed
little change over the past six
years. The composite score
in 2006-07 was 16.8, while
in 2011-12, the composite
was 16.7, the highest it has
been since 2006, the first
year the test was mandated.
The 2011-12 test was taken
in September 2011.

The results of this year’s
EXPLORE test, adminis-
tered to eighth-graders, were
also reported last month.
Board members expressed
concern at the time that
some composite scores had
fallen during the last several
years. New Haven School
posted its lowest composite
yet — a 13.9. Its highest was
a 14.8, in 2006-07. 

Boston School, too,
showed a drop. Though it
ranked 19th in the state in
2010-11 scores with a 16.7
composite, in 2011-2012
students scored a composite
14.6.

Nelson County Schools
Executive Director of
Instruction Mark Thomas
pointed to the district’s other
two middle schools — Old
Kentucky Home Middle,
which scored its highest
score yet with 15.3 compos-
ite, and Bloomfield Middle,
which took home a 15.7
composite, also its highest
score yet and the highest in
the district. 

“I was pleased to see the
gains made by Old Kentucky
Home Middle,” Thomas
said. “We’ve seen a little dip
in (other schools’) scores but
I’m certain and I feel assured
that the principals have put
in some interventions. …
I’m certain that we’ll see a
turnaround in their scores.”

Teaching positions not likely to be cut


