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Three of the four
games Tuesday
were nail-biters.
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Weigh in on this paper’s poll question at
www.kystandard.com:

Has Tim Tebow earned the
Denver Broncos’ starting
quarterback job?
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Face of Animal Abuse

JAMES CALVERT/The Kentucky Standard

A person who claimed not to be its owner found an injured pit bull near Pottershop Road and dropped off the animal
at the Nelson County Animal Shelter last week. The pit bull has bites in areas of its body that are indicative of dog
fighting. Some of the bites appear new and others are older and scarred. The dog struggles to stand up and its left
eye is swollen and it will be treated with antibiotics while kept in quarantine for 10 days. More than likely it will be
humanely euthanized, according to Laura Higgason, who is a dog trainer, Humane Society Education Coordinator and
euthanasia technician at the Humane Society of Nelson County.

Signs of cockfighting, dogfighting spotted in Nelson County
JAMES CALVERT
jcalvert@kystandard.com

A pit bull with scars on its face, chest
and legs was dropped off at the Nelson
County Animal Shelter Jan. 5. A person
who claimed not to be its owner found
the injured dog near Pottershop Road.
There is probably no way of knowing
who owned the dog, according to Laura
Higgason, who is a dog trainer, veteri-
nary technician, humane education
coordinator and euthanasia technician
at the Humane Society of Nelson
County, a private, non-profit organiza-
tion with a mission statement “to
engage the hearts, hands and minds of
the community to help animals.”

The pit bull had bites in areas of its
body that were indicative of dogfight-
ing, according to Higgason. Some of
the bites appeared new and others were
older and scarred. The dog struggled to
stand up and its left eye was swollen
and the plan was to treat it with antibi-
otics while keeping it in quarantine for
10 days.

“More than likely it will be humane-
ly euthanized,” Higgason said.

The dog may have been used as a
“bait dog,” or a dog used to train other
dogs to fight, Higgason said. 

“(Trainers) will use dogs that are not
as aggressive and tie up a ‘bait dog’ to
let other dogs repeatedly attack it,” she
said. “Because maybe it won’t fight
back, or not be so aggressive, it was
probably dumped by the owner.”

Larry Wimsett, animal control offi-
cer at the Nelson County Animal
Shelter, did some investigation on

Pottershop Road after the dog was
brought in.

“I rode up and down Pottershop
Road and we are yet to figure out what
that was all about,” Wimsett said. “We
put it on antibiotics and made it as com-
fortable as we could.”

In December 2011, the Animals
Legal Defense Fund (ALDF) ranked
Kentucky the single worst in the nation
for animal protection laws for the fifth
consecutive year.

It is a felony to actively participate in
a dogfight in Kentucky and a misde-
meanor to attend a dogfight, but the
penalties for actively participating in or
attending a cockfight are more lenient.

Wimsett believes the penalties for
fighting an animal should be more
severe.

Wimsett is the only full-time animal
control officer in Nelson County. 

Higgason believes the animal abuse
problems in the county may be too
much for one full-time animal control
officer to handle.

“Nelson County is not the largest
county in Kentucky, but we only have a
full-time and part-time animal control
officer for all of Nelson County,”
Higgason said. “I can see where that
would be difficult for an animal control
officer.”

Wimsett said his staff gives a good
effort, but they may not be able to solve
all of the county’s animal abuse prob-
lems. He said an increase in the coun-
ty’s population complicates his job and
people do not give the same respect to
an animal officer as they would to a
police officer.

“You don’t get any credit on this
job,” Wimsett said. “In this line of
work, you like me or you dislike me.”

The Animal Legal Defense Fund
named Kentucky the worst state for
animal abuse in December 2011 for
several reasons. Kentucky does not
have felony provision for cases of
extreme neglect or abandonment. The
state has no laws preventing the owner-
ship of animals following a conviction,
and no requirements for mental health
evaluations for abusive owners.
Veterinarians are prohibited from
reporting suspected cruelty or fighting,
the unintended consequence of a law
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Nelson County residents could lose state Rep.
David Floyd and gain him as a senator if during the
General Assembly’s 60-day session certain propos-
als for redistricting are agreed upon. Based on the
2010 U.S. Census, State Sen. Jimmy Higdon’s 14th
District will change. Higdon and Floyd shared top-
ics during “Coffee with
the Legislators”
Wednesday at the
Bardstown Welcome
Center that will affect
Nelson County. 

Every 10 years the state
Constitution requires
redistricting of the
Kentucky House of
Representatives and the
state Senate’s boundaries
based on population.
Higdon’s 14th district
includes Marion, Mercer,
Nelson, Washington and
Taylor counties. Higdon
said he knows he will lose
a county. He hopes to
have Nelson, Washington,
Marion, Taylor and LaRue
counties. 

The preview given by Higdon included proposed
redistricting lines that would include Nelson
County into the Fourth U.S. Congressional District.
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Local retirements were the biggest news on the
agenda at Tuesday’s meeting of Bardstown City
Council.

After working for the city for 23 years, Mike
Burba has retired as superintendent of public
works, Mayor Bill Sheckles announced. Taking his
place is Ben Burd, who started with the city about a
year ago. The superintendent is responsible for gen-
eral maintenance of city facilities and services, tak-
ing charge of everything from clearing off the
streets to handling water main breaks, Sheckles
said. 

Faye Keeling has retired as director of the
Bardstown Housing Authority after more than 20
years, Sheckles reported. Jackie Mudd, former
assistant director, has been appointed the new direc-
tor. 

Sheckles appoints members to the organization’s
board of directors and is a member himself, but the
Housing Authority operates under the direction of
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, according to Assistant City
Administrator Larry Green. 

Another possible retirement — Pen Bogert,
preservation administrator at the Bardstown
Historical Review Board, may retire in May,

State House Rep.
David Floyd (R) and
State Sen. Jimmy
Higdon (R) answer
questions in
Bardstown
Wednesday.

Redistricting top 
concern for local
legislators

Council recognizes
retiring officials 
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SUBMITTED BY LAURA HIGGASON

The remains of a cockfight in May
2010 were found beneath a street
sign on Clarktown Road near Melody
Lake. Their legs were bound and
taped and their talons had been cut
off.

See ABUSE, page A2


