
March is here! With it
comes spring. Al-
though, one could

make the argument we
haven’t yet had winter!  No
matter how mild the win-
ter, it is always nice
to officially wel-
come the spring
season. Here at the
Highlands Museum
and Discovery Cen-
ter, spring 2012 is
all about quilts and
trains! 

The Highlands Museum
and Discovery Center cele-
brates National Quilt
Month in March.  

This year, our exhibit is
titled “The Civil War: A
Women’s Perspective.” We
have some of our most his-
torical, antique quilts on
display. Quilters from
across the area will appreci-
ate the artisanship dis-
played in these quilts. They
are exquisitely detailed.
However, you don’t have to
be a quilter to enjoy this ex-
hibit! Everyone who visits
can appreciate the beauty
of these quilts and the rich
area history and heritage
inherent in them.  

Also in honor of National
Quilt Month, Nancy K. Os-
borne, Kentucky Heritage
Quilt Society District 10
Leader (FIVCO), and Betty
Walker, Hospice Quilter,
will decorate one of our
windows to honor the Hos-
pice Quilters. 

In 2003, the late, Fannie
Hatfield, group leader, as-
sisted by Nancy K. Os-
borne, began conducting
sewing workshops before
the Hospice center opened
in 2004. The quilters from
the area presented the Hos-
pice Care Center with 53
quilts in February 2004. To-
day, there are four groups
from the area that make
Hospice quilts. Sadly, Fan-
nie Hatfield passed away in
February. The Highlands
Museum and Nancy K. Os-

borne invite all quilters
who have been a part of
this program, to join us for
a special tea, honoring Fan-
nie, and in celebration of
National Quilt Month. The

tea will be from 19
a.m. to 1 p.m.
March 22  at the
museum. RSVP by
March 16 to the
museum office at
(606) 329-8888.

Train rides
All aboard!  Let’s talk

trains! The Highlands Mu-
seum and Discovery Center
is proud to present the
highly anticipated, “Histo-
ry of Railroading in East-
ern Kentucky” Exhibit,
now open in our Cecil Fan-
nin Family Main Hall.  Peo-
ple just naturally seem to
love trains! From models to
murals, artifacts and activi-
ties, this exhibit has it all,
and is sure to please folks of
all ages.  Join us as we cele-
brate the rich railroading
history and tradition of the
East Kentucky/ Tri State
Region.  

‘Titanic’ exhibit
Also, as mentioned in our

last update, don’t miss, “Re-
membering the Titanic, 100
years later” on the mezza-
nine level. Step back in
time to the 1910s and to a
nostalgic, intriguing, yet
reverent look at the grand
ocean liner that met such a
tragic fate.

Quilts, trains and the Ti-
tanic, the Tri State’s only
hands-on children’s muse-
um, and the Highway 23
Country Music Heritage
Hall of Fame, what’s not to
love? Come be a part of it
all with a visit to the High-
lands Museum and Discov-
ery Center — adventure
awaits.

LEIGH ANN HEINEMAN is ex-
ecutive director for the Highlands
Museum and Discovery Center.
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Good books inspire good habits
Good books make good

readers.” That has
been a constant

theme in more than 100
workshops and training
sessions I have conducted
for Appalachian
teachers and librar-
ians in my efforts
to promote literacy.
In a number of
published essays, I
suggest that to-
day’s educational
problems are rooted in the
well documented 20th cen-
tury decline in American
literacy.   

However, the problems in
our schools do not exist sep-
arate and apart from the

problems of a broader soci-
ety. Rather, school prob-
lems both reflect and are
caused by societal prob-
lems. So to truly correct
school problems, we must

correct the larger
societal issues that
cause them. Any-
thing else is a
Band-aid on an
open wound. 

I have witnessed
first-hand the edu-

cational problems of this
century, which began with
911 and continued with eco-
nomic catastrophes, a tech-
nological revolution, and
an emphasis on preparing
students to live in a global

world and function in a
global economy. 

College-career readiness,
school accountability and
the impact of the techno-
logical revolution are all a
part the challenge facing
American education today.
Complex problems do not
have simple solutions, but
part of the answer must be
an intensified effort to pro-
mote reading. That is what
we are doing at the Jesse
Stuart Foundation by pro-
viding good books to read-
ers of all ages.  

We have added to our in-
ventory a wonderful selec-
tion of six classics that re-
tail for $10.99 each. You can

purchase them from the
JSF for $6.99 per book or
$29.99 for the set of six.
They are new softcover edi-
tions, published in 2012, and
would make a great addi-
tion to a home or school li-
brary. 

To purchase your copies,
visit the JSF Bookstore in
Ashland at 1645 Winchester
Ave., call us at (606) 326-1667
or order online by visiting
this link:
jsfbooks.com/products/view
/915.html?controller=prod-
ucts.

JAMES M. GIFFORD is CEO
and senior editor for the Jesse Stu-
art Foundation.
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Kingbrook group donates to prenatal unit
Staff report

ASHLAND Residents of Kings-
brook Lifecare Center are putting
their skills to use and helping others.

Participants in the Sewing Club re-
cently completed a project that had
them making ribbon-trimmed fleece
blankets, sheets and hats — about 20
each — for babies in the prenatal unit
at Cabell Huntington Hospital.

It was the first group project for
the 10-member club.

“The group has been growing
since someone from Cabell came
to talk to us about it,” Sandy
Keaton, temporary activities direc-
tor, said. 

Sue Perry, activities assistant,
said Lisa Hobbs, a nurse at the hos-
pital, told her most of the donated

items go to the newborns but not
usually the prenatal unit, so the
unit could use the fruits of the res-
idents’ labor.

Keaton said interest in a sewing club
grew out of a project the Alzheimer’s
unit did: an applique quiilt.

While providing items for the
prenatal babies is helpful to the
hospital and the families of the chil-
dren, the staff at Kingsbrook said
it’s helpful to their residents, too.

“It makes them feel useful,” Keaton
said. “They’re doing something of im-
portance to help someone else.”

“It’s making them feel part of
the community,” Kathy Keelin,
marketing director, said.

The Sewing Club meets twice a
month, but participants have the
materials they need to work on
their project on their own time,
too, and many do, Keaton said.

She said the club’s next project is
making stuffed rabbits for Easter.

ASHLAND Even though or-
ders for Girl Scout cookies
have been taken, Troop 983
of Wilderness Road Council
has its biggest job ahead of
it: distributing nearly 5,000
boxes of cookies.

The troop, which meets at
Crum Chapel, sold 4,800 box-
es and ordered more than
5,000 boxes; the extras will
be for booth and kiosk sales.

“They’ve been selling like
hotcakes,” Tiffany Jobe, first
co-leader of the troop, said.
The troop sold cookies
throughout the area on Satur-
day and will set up at Ashland
Town Center on March 10.

Jobe said this year, sales
were up for the troop and
she said she believes it’s be-
cause of  the hard work on
the Girl Scouts in her troop.

“These kids know they
had to work for something,”
she said. “We’re really big on
teaching responsibility, only
with money but iwth man-

ners and etiquette and vol-
unteering. We wanted to
show them in order to get
something you have to work
for it.”

She said the girls have
earned a trip to Great Wolf
Lodge near Cincinnati, a wa-
terpark.

In conjunction with cook-
ie sales, the troop had a
bake-off  recently. Daisies
were required to make a
healthy, no-bake snack;
brownies had to make a
cookie or cookie bar; juniors
made cakes decorated in
honor of  the Girl Scouts’
100th anniversary.

WInners were:
Junior — Jada Vincent.
Brownie — Anna Varter.
Daisies — Nikki Williams.
Leader of  the 32-member

troop is Kathy Davis; first
co-leader is Tiffany Joe; sec-
ond co-leader is Jane
Williams.

GIRL SCOUTS

Members of Troop 983 Wilderness Road Council

A Kingsbrook resident gives items
to a Cabell Huntington Hospital rep-
resentative for the prenatal unit.


