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16TH REGION GIRLS’ CHAMPIONSHIP

16TH REGION BOYS’ SEMIFINALS

WING HEATS UP
Rowan bests West for return to final
By MATT FULTZ
For The Independent

MOREHEAD With Jason
Egan red-hot shooting the
ball and Rowan County
managing a comfortable
first-half  lead, Adam Wing
was perfectly content with
his role of rebounder and de-
fensive stopper.
However after West

Carter surged back in the
third quarter taking a one-
point lead into the final
quarter, the senior turned
his focus to the offensive

end.
Wing scored all 12 of  his

points in the final 12 min-
utes and 20 seconds of  Sat-
urday’s semifinal matchup
with West Carter, helping
the Vikings to their second
consecutive 16th Region
Tournament championship
game appearance with a 47-
38 victory at Morehead

State’s Ellis T. Johnson Are-
na.
The Vikings will face Ash-

land in the championship
game Monday night at 7.
“This can’t happen, they

can’t beat us,” Wing said af-
ter the Comets had taken
the lead. “I just said I have to
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Rowan County's D.J. Townsend drives on West Carter's
Derek Lawson Saturday during the 16th Region Tourna-

ment semifinal in Morehead. 
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By MARK MAYNARD
The Independent

MOREHEADCorey Gregg’s three-goggles are giving
him X-ray vision from behind the arc.
Ashland’s superman senior was at it again Satur-

day at the 16th Region Tournament. 
Three nights after his 3-pointer helped propel the

Tomcats into the semifinals, it was bombs away
again for Gregg who scored 35 points in a 74-54 victo-
ry over East Carter in Ellis T. Johnson Arena.
Gregg, better known for his shooting and passing

from the post, has found an outside stroke much to
his liking. He made three of four shots from 3-point
range.

“I’m having fun out here,” Gregg said. “That’s
why I was yelling after I hit that three against Flem-
ing County. It was the first three I took that game.”
Gregg connected on back-to-back 3-pointers to end

the first quarter and start the second quarter. He
added another layup and the Tomcats were ahead
31-14. The Raiders were never able to get the advan-
tage under double figures.
“He’s perfectly capable of doing that,” said Ash-

land coach Buddy Biggs of Gregg’s sudden 3-point
surge. “He had a great game; he can’t play much bet-
ter.”
East Carter coach Brandon Baker knew it was

trouble when the Tomcats’ perimeter game was red-
hot early. Ashland made five-of-eight treys in the first
quarter and 7-of-15 for the game.
“They came out and made shots early,” Baker

said. “It kept us from doing a lot of the things that
would have given us a chance. When their perimeter

GREGG’S GREAT GAIN
Senior’s 35 points trigger Ashland
74-54 rout over East Carter in semis 
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Ashland's Corey Gregg puts up a shot in front of
East Carter’s Kyle Stewart during the Tomcats'
semifinal win over the Raiders on Saturday. 

IT FITS THE BILL
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ABOVE: Ashland's Mykal Farris, far right, hugs Julia Heaberlin as time runs out in their 55-44 win over Boyd County in the 16th RegionChampi-
onship on Saturday in Morehead. RIGHT: MVP Alexis Robinson shoots a jumper over Boyd County’s Taylor Wheeler. 

�Bradley guides Kittens to first title since 1997

Ashland
driven
by Alexis

MOREHEADDriven by its point
guard, Ashland hit its turning point.
The freshman’s moment was

meant, and managed, to be put on
hold. And, as she said, she probably
wasn’t quite ready to handle it any-
way — Alexis Robinson admitted to

being unassertive,
and even unpre-
pared, at times as
an eighth-grader.
“I didn’t come

out ready to play
all the time,”
Robinson thought
back. “I was really
timid and didn’t
really play my
game.”
It was all part of

the plan, well,
aside from the
hardware Robin-
son received on

Saturday night. The Most Valuable
Player award was just an added

AARON
SNYDER
Staff writer
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By ROCKY STANLEY
The Independent

MOREHEAD When Ashland's two senior
starters went to the bench in the first quarter
with foul trouble, no panic signals went up in
Johnson Arena.
The team known for its depth pulled togeth-

er and defeated defending champion Boyd
County 55-44 on Saturday night for the pro-
gram's first 16th Region championship in 15
years.
Junior guard Kaylyn Gambill hit big shot

after big shot, freshman point guard Alexis
Robinson won Most Valuable Player honors
and the Kittens pulled away in the fourth

quarter to complete a perfect run through the
region.     
Coach Bill Bradley, the winning coach after

two runner-up finishes in the past four years,
stood on a ladder and clipped the final strands
of the net as players and Ashland fans
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