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Staff report

ASHLAND Veteran news-
paperman Mark Maynard
has been named editor of
The Independent, accord-
ing to an announcement by
publisher Eddie Blakeley.
“His vast experience in

all facets of  the editorial
department make him
uniquely qualified to take
over this position,” Blake-
ley said. “Mark has a great

under-
stand-
ing of
what it
takes to
put out
a good
commu-
nity
newspa-
per in
both our

printed and online edi-
tions.”

Maynard, 54, began
working at The Independ-
ent when he was a senior
at Paul G. Blazer High
School in 1975. He worked
part-time through college
where he graduated from
Morehead State University
in 1980.
Maynard began full-time

employment in 1979 as a
sportswriter. He was pro-
moted to sports editor in
1990 and managing editor

in 2006.
“He has been a huge as-

set to The Independent and
our communities for over
three decades and I cannot
think of  anyone I would
rather see have this job,”
Blakeley said. “I am confi-
dent he will continue to
make The Independent the
first choice for news and
information that our read-
ers have come to expect
from our newspaper.”

Maynard is best known
for his column writing and
sports writing where he
has been a consistent win-
ner in the Kentucky Press
Association competition
for more than 30 years. He
has won more than 55 KPA
awards over the years. He
has also authored two
books, “Mark My Words”
and “Teamwork: The Story

Maynard named editor of newspaper

MARK MAYNARD

‘We had a nice little town’

Daylight reveals extent of West Liberty destruction

PHOTOS BY JOHN FLAVELL / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jesusa Bradley carries belongings from her destroyed home Saturday following Friday's tornado in West Liberty. Her lightly injured husband was taken
to a hospital in Morehead and she had returned to find her dog and two cats had survived. 

West Liberty's Main Street was crowded with rescue personnel on Saturday.

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

WEST LIBERTY Most resi-
dents of  West Liberty had
never seen anything like the
tornado that devastated the
Morgan County seat Friday
evening.
But, for Dale Oakley, sur-

veying the destruction in
the heart of the ruined town
brought a sense of  “deja
vu.”
Oakley, an employee of

the Advance Auto Parts
store in West Liberty, said
the damage was eerily sim-
ilar to what he saw in Xe-
nia, Ohio, after that city
was nearly wiped off  the
map by a twister during
the “Super Outbreak” of
April 3-4, 1974, the second-
largest tornado outbreak
on record for a 24-hour pe-
riod.
Oakley, who was working

EAST BERNSTADT (AP) In small Ken-
tucky towns, residents told survival
stories and talked about their friends
and family members who were killed
in the most powerful tornadoes to hit
the eastern part of the state in nearly
a quarter-century. In all, 19 people died.
Some towns were all but wiped out

after at least four tornadoes — three
with wind speeds up to 160 mph — hop-

scotched around the state Friday. As
residents looked through the debris
and rescue crews searched obliterated
homes, stories of how some stayed safe
emerged.
Tracy Pitman said she was at home

with her husband and 4-year-old
grandson when a tornado with winds
of up to 130 mph sped through.
“I grabbed my baby and I said, ‘Baby,

lay down,’ and I got on top of him and
my husband got on top of  me and it
was already happening, just flipping
us over and over and over,” said Pit-
man, of  East Bernstadt, a small town
70 miles south of Lexington. 
When it was all over, her husband

told his grandson: “God was sitting on

Tornadoes strongest in 24 years
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