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Mayor Brenda Powers has 
one week to decide whether 
or not to comply with the 
council’s recommendation 
to resign her position effec-
tive February 13, 2012. If she 
doesn’t it could result in a 
vote for her removal during a 
special called meeting (date 
and time not yet determined)  
to address the city’s leader-
ship under Mayor Powers.

In a memorandum that 
was presented to Powers dur-
ing an executive session that 
followed the city’s regular 
monthly meeting Monday 
night, council members out-
lined the reasons they be-
lieve she should walk away 
now, with her head held high, 
and not wait for removal or, 
even worse, legal action if 
the attorney general’s offi ce 
opens an investigation that 
fi nds the Mayor has acted 
willfully. Citing the critical 
importance of the mayor to 
be committed to effi cient, ef-
fective and ethical leadership 
and to foster an atmosphere 
of professionalism, open-
ness and responsiveness, the 
memo describes her notable 
failures in regard to her re-
sponsibilities outlining 21 
specifi c reasons that fall un-

der the categories of willful 
neglect of duties, misconduct 
and incapacity that are the 
basis for their decision to ask 

for Powers resignation.
“It is the opinion of this 

body that the current admin-
istration has failed to fulfi ll 

this responsibility,” the mem-
orandum states.

The document is lacking 
one councilmember’s signa-

ture in Maggie Mick. When 
asked why she did not sign, 
she said, “I believe that the 
memo and drafting of it is a 

very diplomatic way of out-
lining our grievances with 
the mayor,” Mick said. 

But she also believes it was 
premature to present it Mon-
day night before the attorney 
general has had an opportu-
nity to speak in regard to the 
allegations.

“I need an independent 
council…I just need to re-
spect the mayor’s service 
to Lancaster and Garrard 
County. I need to make sure 
it’s the most thoughtful and 
timely approach to her leav-
ing offi ce. I want her to de-
part with dignity and on her 
own terms.”

Mick does agree with the 
content of the memo describ-
ing it as a comprehensive 
outline of instances that have 
weighed heavily in hindering 
the city’s progress last year 
under Powers’ leadership. 
The decision to wait another 
week gives Powers and the 
attorney general a little more 
time to bring about the best 
result.

“It will give her time to 
consider her ability to af-
fectively lead the city gov-
ernment. It gives everyone 
time,” Mick added.
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File photo of one of the fi rst council meetings that Mayor Brenda Powers (right) presided over.
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Civil Cases 
Connected To 

September 2011 
Shooting Have 

Been Filed
 

The Grand Jury found no 
reason to indict either man in 
a September 2011 case that 
left one man with a gunshot 
wound to the leg after he al-
legedly broke into the man’s 
house and refused to with-
draw.

Ralph Clary, 93, 404 
Southway Drive, Lancaster, 
reportedly shot Mack Hu-
lett, 218 Southway Drive on 
September 4, 2011 when Hu-
lett  broke into his home and 
refused to leave. Hulett was 
taken to the University of 
Kentucky Chandler Medical 
Center but no charges were 
levied at the time.

By Pattie Cox
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Leading this month’s City 
Council discussion was 
a resolution presented by 
Councilman Bret Baierlein 
addressing pay and ben-
efi ts for city employees that, 
despite strong opposition 
from Mayor Brenda Powers, 
passed unanimously if cer-

tain criteria can be met.
Recognizing the lack of 

enforcement of existing 
policies by the current ad-
ministration and changes in 
pay and benefi ts for some 
employees not approved by 
the council, the resolution 
approved a pay and ben-
efi ts scale equal to Novem-
ber 2010 plus cost of living 

raises approved since then. It 
also takes into consideration 
wages and salaries approved 
for new hires since that time. 

But Powers did not agree 
with the terms of the reso-
lution saying that since 
there is no existing policy, 
she has the right to pay any 
wage she chooses. She said 
if she wants to pay someone 

$100,000 a year, it’s within 
her authority as the mayor to 
do so.

 “I can give anybody any-
thing I want to and I can take 
away anything I want to,” 
Powers said, referring to her 
executive authority to hire 
and fi re.

“But not when it comes to 
money,” Councilman Mag-

gie Mick responded. “That’s 
where the checks and balanc-
es are,” referring the coun-
cil’s authority as the legisla-
tive body  to set the budget.

Powers informed the coun-
cil that with the hiring of 
Chief of Police Rodney Kidd, 

Pay Scale Resolution Passes 
Unanimously Without Mayor’s Approval
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It took only a couple 
of rounds and 16 words 
between the combatants and 
the word “rabies” before 
the winner of the Garrard 
County-Wide Spelling 
Bee was determined last 
Friday. And the last person 
standing was Savannah 
Dodson of Garrard Middle 
School.

Dodson, a sixth-grade 
student, took home second 
place in last year’s district 
competition. As her studies 
paid off over the year, she 

Dodson Wins 
County Spelling Bee

Garrard County Spelling Bee fi nalists Kaylynn Johnson, second place and Savannah Dodson, fi rst place, 
posed for pictures following Friday’s county-wide spelling competition. 
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Two more have filed to 
fill the position which will 
be left open by Lonnie 
Napier’s absence as the 
next State Representative 
for the people of the 36th 
District. But exactly who 
those people of the 36th 
are, remains to be seen as 

a Franklin judge declares 
the recent redistricting 
unconstitutional. 

Former Lincoln County 
Judge-Executive R.W. 
Buckwheat Gilbert filed 
Monday as a Democratic 
candidate to fill the position. 

“I’m just tickled to death 
I have a chance to help our 
counties,” Gilbert said. “I 

want to do as good as a job 
as what’s been done. I will 
try hard. I always do. I don’t 
always succeed, but always 
try hard.”

Gilbert, 68, has served 
in Lincoln as as an elected 
magistrate three times before 
serving three terms as judge-
executive. He stepped down 
in 2009 to retire. 

“I am very progressive, I 
am a fella that will represent 
everyone,” Gilbert said. “I 
don’t have a lot of degrees, 
but when you see me coming 
that is what you get. I am 
just a homegrown boy who 
has been in every holler in 
both counties. What ever the 
people want, is what I’m 
for.”

On Tuesday afternoon, just 
before the original extension 
deadline, Jerry Shelton of 
Crab Orchard also filed his 
paperwork to seek election 
as a Republican candidate 
for the next 36th District 
State Representative. 

Shelton could not be 

Former Lincoln Judge Exec & Crab Orchard Man File For State Rep 
Judges Redistricting Order Could Narrow Race As Boundaries Declared Unconstitutional
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