
By JOANNA KING

jking@amnews.com

Perryville Elementary
School bus driver Teresa
Barker knew just what to
do Monday when she
smelled smoke inside bus
No. 495. 

Barker, who has been a
driver for more than two
years, pulled over on the
side of Perryville Road and
got all 19 elementary stu-
dents off the bus and to the
other side of a rock wall,
out of harm’s way before
the smoke became flames.

Mark Hoffman, Boyle

County school system’s
transportation manager,
said Barker followed her
training perfectly.

“She was taking the kids
up from Perryville to Mc-
Dowell Wellness (Center in
Danville) to swim, and she
smelled smoke,” he said.
“She acted right away and
got all the kids off safely be-
fore there was any flames.”

Hoffman said no cause
has yet been determined
for the fire in the 1995 In-
ternational and that no pre-
vious problems have been
reported in this bus or oth-
ers like it. e fire appeared

to have started in the diesel
engine. An explosion is un-
likely in diesel engines, he
said.

Boyle County sheriff and
fire departments re-

sponded, and the fire was
quickly extinguished.

A replacement bus was
dispatched to the scene,
and the children were re-
turned to school.
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The

Wounds
www.emhealth.org | (859) 239-1000 | 217 South Third Street | Danville, KY

We have all the latest technologies 

including hyperbaric oxygen chambers,

but the thing people seem to remember

the most is our genuine caring attitude. 

If you have a wound that won’t heal, 

call us at (859) 239-1470 or ask your 

doctor for a referral.

Don’t just cover them, heal them!
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JOHN EDWARDS’ FORMER AIDE TAKES WITNESS STAND AGAINST HIM AT TRIAL — STORY ON A8

Dynasty?
Vitale says Calipari plus
UK equals success

SPORTS  I  B1

More firings expected in
Secret Service scandal

NATIONAL NEWS  I  A7
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     A3: Danville narrows city manager search

By STEPHANIE MOJICA

smojica@amnews.com

Danville City Commis-
sion unanimously ap-
pointed Tony Gray the city’s
permanent police chief
Monday.

Gray, a
Danville na-
tive and 1984
D a n v i l l e
High School
graduate, is
also the city’s
first African-
A m e r i c a n
police chief. 

He began
his second stint as interim
police chief in December
after former chief Jay Newell
resigned the post, citing
health concerns. Newell re-
mains part of the depart-
ment as a patrol officer.

Interim City Manager
Ron Scott authorized a
$7,500 payment to e Mer-

Gray 
named
police
chief

Joanna King/jking@amnews.com

A fire aboard a Boyle County school bus Monday blackened the hood and front interior. No one was injured.

Boyle school bus catches fire
Perryville students safely evacuated

By BEN KLEPPINGER

ben@theinteriorjournal.com

STANFORD — Three
Lincoln County residents
have been charged with
making meth after sheriff's
deputies discovered more
than they were looking for
while serving a warrant Sun-
day night.

Deputy Keith Coffman
was attempting to serve a
warrant on Stanford resi-
dent Adam T. Riddle, 30,
who was charged with fail-
ure to appear in court, Sher-
iff Curt Folger said.

"We located the subject,
and in the event of finding
him, we located a meth lab,"
Folger said.

Coffman, along with
Deputies Ryan Kirkpatrick
and John Williams, walked

By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

A Danville company re-
sponsible for scientific dis-
coveries impacting both
biofuels and beer is ex-
panding its home base, and
the owners believe they are
poised for innovation in
some new areas.

After first opening in
2005, Ferm Solutions Inc.
has operated with a rela-
tively low profile from its
Roy Arnold Boulevard
headquarters since 2008,
when its national opera-
tions were consolidated in
the former Rexel Electron-
ics building. 

Founders Shane Baker
and Dr. Pat Heist, who were
University of Kentucky
classmates, focused at first
on the effects of yeast on
ethanol-based fuel making
and controlling bacteria in
the fermentation process of
brewing and distilling alco-
hol. While research has led
to a number of products in
those areas, they say some
of what they have learned
could have applications in
medicine and agriculture. 

In December, Ferm So-

lutions announced it would
invest $1 million in a new
3,750-square-foot technol-
ogy center for research and
development, as well as
training for companies that
make biofuel. e com-
pany also received a
$75,000 forgivable loan

from the Kentucky Infra-
structure Authority and a
grant of up to $25,000 in
economic development
bond money.

e $100,000 is contin-
gent on the company
adding at least five new
jobs to what currently is 12

people on staff in Danville
and 16 total across the
country. Baker, a Garrard
County High School gradu-
ate,  hopes the new training
and research and develop-
ment space will be filled

3 charged
with making

meth

David Brock/dbrock@amnews.com

Shane Baker, left, and Dr. Pat Heist, owners of Ferm Solutions in Danville, moved their company’s op-
erations to Roy Arnold Boulevard in 2008. The company has worked to improve ethanol manufacturing,
as well as brewing and distilling of alcohol, but could branch out into pharmaceuticals and agriculture in
the future.

$1M expansion under way at Danville plant

Travis Folger,
left, Amy 
Lambert, and
Adam Riddle
were each
charged with
making meth.

See GRAY, on A8

See PLANT, on A8 See METH, on A8

Tony Gray

Mercer murder 
trial postponed 
until August

HARRODSBURG — The murder
trial of Paul Estes, scheduled to
begin Monday in Mercer Circuit
Court, has been continued because
of the unavailability of a witness.
Judge Darren Peckler resched-

uled the trial, expected to last three
days, for Aug. 20.
Estes, 38, is charged with the

2009 suffocation of Debora Brooks.
Estes' former girlfriend, Meghan
Brooks, has already pleaded guilty
to second-degree manslaugther in
her mother's death and been sen-
tenced to 17 years in prison.

KENTUCKY LOTTERY

MONDAY
MIDDAY
Pick 3: 6-2-5
Pick 4: 6-4-5-6

EVENING
Pick 3: 0-6-3
Pick 4: 5-0-6-5

Cash Ball: 3-14-17-22
Cash Ball 25

Kicker 1-5-7-8-4
Decades of Dollars: 
2-4-6-19-37-44
5 Card Cash:

6S, KH, AH, 5S, 7S

COMING SOON

GLOSS, a new women’s 
magazine published by Advocate 
Communications Inc., premiers
Thursday. Pick up your copy in
The Advocate-Messenger.

SO YOU KNOW

ONLINE @
WWW.AMNEWS.COM


